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WRITTLE NEWS PRODUCTION TEAM

EDITOR: Christine Knight (420045) 
Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

ADVERTISING: Wendy Kateley (420998)
TREASURER: Anne Pegg (420200)
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Copy for Issue 239 (email: writtlenews@gmail.com 
or typed) to Christine Knight, (420045) 

by noon on 1st November 2020 
Advertisements to Wendy Kateley by 1st November 2020

B&W Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £12.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £22.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £35.00 per issue
Whole page £65.00 per issue

Colour Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £16.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £30.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £50.00 per issue
Whole page £90.00 per issue

Advert Sizes (Type area only)
1⁄8 page 30mm x 90mm
1⁄4 page 60mm x 90mm
1⁄2 page 132.5mm x 90mm
W/page 132.5mm x 190mm

If you wish to change 
your advertisement, 
will you please put 
it in writing. Please 
note that opinions 
expressed in articles in this 
magazine are not necessarily 
the views of the Editor and 
production team.
The Editor reserves the right 
in her discretion to amend or 
abbreviate articles for reasons 
of space and to refuse to 
accept material which in her 
opinion may be regarded as 
offensive or inappropriate.

ONCE IT’S IN WRITTLE NEWS IT’S ALL ROUND THE 
VILLAGE DELIVERED TO 2,600 DOORS!

EDITOR’S NOTE
Please note the Editor of the Writtle News does not accept any 
responsibility for the services provided by any advertiser in this 
publication nor endorse any claims made by such advertiser. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
To place an advert or to update your black and white advert to 
colour, please contact Wendy Kateley on 01245 420998. Please 
email art work for all new b/w and colour adverts to: writtlenews@
gmail.com   Thank you.

Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com
Writtle News website: 
http://http://www.writtlenews.btck.co.uk
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If you would like to write 
for the Writtle News please contact 

Christine Knight, Editor, 
by telephone. Tel: 01245 420045. 



Dear Friends,

One of the great things that happened during lockdown was the 
sense in which we all discovered community and neighbourliness. 
The weekly ‘Clap for the NHS’ was a truly heart-warming thing 
and in our road there was quite a group who turned out to enjoy 
our socially distanced meeting. As lockdown has eased and we 
are returning to some sort of normal this community feel seems to 
have diminished. There are, of course, many people who are still 
really afraid to come outside their houses. Sadly, however, there are 
people who seem to think it is all over and we can carry on exactly 
as we wish. 
 As a result we are seeing spikes in infection all over the country. 
The main rules are very simple - 
• Stay 2 metres apart unless you are with members of your family 

or social bubble. 
• Wear a face mask in public places, shops, pubs, indoor events 

etc. 
• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water. 
• Be considerate of others and yourself. 
This applies to everyone whether you are 15 or 50 or 85. I am 
wearing a mask to protect you and you are wearing a mask to 
protect me. That is the true meaning of neighbourliness. The virus 
is still out there and will be with us forever. Until there is a vaccine 
the only way we can stay safe is to follow the rules. It’s not rocket 
science but it does seem that some folk have not got it. We all want 
to have our lives back again, but if we flout these rules it is going to 
take a very long time indeed. SO I URGE YOU KEEP SAFE AND 
WELL SO THAT WE CAN ALL STAY SAFE AND WELL.

Canon John Howden.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
PARISH OFFICE: Tuesday-Friday 10.00am-12.00 noon 
(422846)
CHURCHWARDENS: Margaret Bruce (699782), 
Email: writtleallsaints@gmail.com, 
website: www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk
PRIEST IN CHARGE: Rev’d Tony Cant
SECRETARY: Andrew Brewster Email: secretary@allsaintswrittle.co.uk
CHRISTIAN CENTRE BOOKINGS:
Email writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com
Phone: 07949 060567   Contact person: Andrew Brewster

SUNDAY  :
 8.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
1st 10.45am Celebrating Together
2nd 10.45am Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm Christians Together 
3rd 9.30am All Age Worship
 11.00am Matins
4th 10.45am Parish Eucharist with Healing Ministry
5th 10.45am Parish Eucharist

MIDWEEK SERVICE
Holy Communion 10.00am, first Wednesday of the month
Special Festivals etc. See Notice Boards
The Church is normally open from 10.00am to 3.00pm

EDWARD BEAR: A Mother and Toddler Group meets weekly on 
Mondays 2.00 - 3.30pm during term time. See Notice Boards for 
details or ring Parish Office (422846)

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE
Preliminary arrangements should be made through the Parish 
Office by calling in or telephoning (422846 Tuesday-Friday 10.00am 
-12 noon)

PASTORAL VISITS AND HOME COMMUNION
Requests for sick or hospital visits, or to receive Holy Communion 
at home, may be made by contacting our Pastoral Assistant Hazel 
Kempton (email: pastoral.writtleallsaints@gmail.com) or by phoning the 
Parish Office (422846).
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OCTOBER
4th  Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity (1st) 
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church
11th  Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity (2nd) 
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion
18th  Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity (3rd)
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church
25th  Bible Sunday. Last Sunday after Trinity (4th) 
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church

NOVEMBER
1st  All Saints & All Souls Day.
  Fourth Sunday before Advent (1st) 
 8.00am  Service on YouTube
 10.00am  Holy Communion in church
8th   Third Sunday before Advent (2nd)
  Remembrance Sunday
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Please visit the website or church notice boards
  for information about the Remembrance Service
15th   Second Sunday before Advent (3rd)
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Holy Communion in church
22nd  Sunday Next before Advent - Christ the King (4th) 
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church
29th   Advent Sunday (5th)
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church

DECEMBER 
6th  Second Sunday of Advent (1st) 
 8.00am  Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am  Eucharist in church

Please be aware that services may change, so check on line, 
Facebook or church notice boards for details. The Christmas 
Tree Festival will not take place, but people are invited to place 
a decorated tree in their own garden to be judged. To take part, 
please send your details by 14th December to writtlexmastrees@
gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS TREES 2020 
The Christmas Tree Festival Group have had 
to take the sad decision that there will not 
be a Festival or Craft Fair this year. It’s a busy, 
crowded event and all the measures required by 
Covid-19 have made it impossible to organise. 
We sincerely hope that we will be back in 2021.

This year it would be wonderful if lots of people could put trees, 
lights or decorations in their front windows or gardens. Small, big, 
simple or elaborate - all would be appreciated. Everyone in Writtle 
could then enjoy the festive windows on walks round the village. 
Just as the rainbows showed our support for the NHS and key 
workers earlier in the year, the trees and decorations would be a 
sign of hope for next year. 
 And to add a little extra for those of you who relish a competition, 
by the 1st December send an email to writtlexmastrees@gmail.
com stating your name, address and the position of your lit tree 
(window? garden? porch?) and post a contribution (give-what-you-
like) to church funds through the letterboxes of 56 Mayfield Road 
or 12A Back Road remembering to add your name and address. 
Then in the week starting the 14th December members of the 
Festival Group will tour the village to choose ‘the most pleasing 
tree’. There will be a first prize and certificates for runners-up. 
Individuals, organisations and businesses are very welcome to 
enter. We hope you will enjoy a light-hearted competition and that 
the church will raise some funds. 
 The competition is an extra - we would like all of you to enjoy 
putting a tree or decoration in your window whether you enter the 
competition or not. 
 Happy decorating! 

Alison Woollard and the Christmas Tree Festival Group.

Christmas Trees 2020 

 

The Christmas Tree Festival Group have had to take the sad decision that 
there will not be a Festival or Craft Fair this year.   It’s a busy, crowded event 
and all the measures required by Covid 19 have made it impossible to 
organise.  We sincerely hope that we will be back in 2021.    

 

This year it would be wonderful if lots of people could put 
trees, lights or decorations in their front windows.  Small, 
big, simple or elaborate – all would be appreciated.  We 
could all then enjoy the festive windows on our walks 
round the village.   Just as the rainbows showed our 
support for the NHS and key workers earlier in the year, the 
trees and decorations would be a sign of hope for next 
year. 

 

Alison Woollard and the Christmas Tree Festival Group 
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NATURE NOTES
TERRAPINS

I have always been amazed by the fact that we have had terrapins 
(a fresh water turtle) in the Wear Pond for many years. They are not 
really noticed by residents. If you have not seen the two terrapins, 
the most likely place you will see them is huddled together at about 
water level on the back wall, more-so on a sunny day. Sometimes 
they can be seen sunbathing on the small island. They are a cold 
blooded animal and hibernate during the winter, most likely on the 
small island among the leaves. 
 These terrapins are fresh water turtles living in fresh water 
ponds and rivers. They have a hard shell to protect them from 
their many predators. This shell varies in colour according to local 
factors. It is usually well marked black and brown, and tends to be 
heavy so they have strong sturdy legs to support the weight. 
 Many residents will not have noticed them. Our terrapins are 
about the size of a hand and when swimming (which I have not 
seen very often) only show their head above the water, about the 
size of a thumb. 
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Terrapins sunbathing in Central Park, New York.
Photograph by James Knight.

Terrapins basking in the sun, Wear Pond.
Photograph by David Ransom.



The terrapins are known as a small fresh water turtle, and some 
people call them amphibious tortoises. They are considered by many 
as a delicacy, as are their eggs.
 I myself do not know if they are male or female. I have never seen 
any young or eggs, but then these may have been enjoyed by the 
ducks or other predators.
 As I have said before, fresh water turtles are known as terrapins 
and perhaps one will be named ‘Terry’ and the other ‘Pinns’, which 
can be male or female names. 
 Their eggs are laid on land, most often in sand, leaf, litter or 
sometimes in other animals’ burrows. 
 Tortoises and turtles can live for up to 100 years or more, so I hope 
in future years those on Wear Pond can continue to be recorded. 
 During the warmer times of the year they are most likely to be 
seen huddled up together against the far wall of the pond taking 
up the extra warmth, ready for the coming night. They can also be 
seen sun bathing on the small island. I am told they are cold blooded 
creatures and that they don’t need to eat very much in order to 
sustain life. The only thing I have seen them eat are leaves from the 
large island. 
 From the research I have done it would appear that this species 
comes from the East coasts of the Americas, living in fresh water 
ponds and rivers. It seems they prefer brackish water similar in many 
ways to the village pond. 
 They were first imported into Great Britain as a high class 
restaurant delicacy, as were their eggs. I would be interested to know 
if it is still legal to import them for this purpose. 
 If you take your children to see them, keep careful hold of your 
children so they don’t fall into the pond, as it is rather mucky in parts. 
 I very much doubt if these terrapins have swum across the 
Atlantic Ocean and then walked to Wear Pond, so most likely they 
were pets allowed to wander or were put into the pond. 
 If you have any more information on the terrapins, please let me 
and the village know, so we can try to ensure their future as a feature 
of our village pond.                                                     Derek Cooley.

DAILY COMMUTE - FOUR MONTHS LATE DUE TO THE PANDEMIC
Until March this year I had been commuting, Reggie Perrin-like, to 

the City for 30 years, the last 6 of which have been from Writtle. 
Unlike Reggie (essential 70s cultural sitcom viewing for those who 
have run out of box sets), I didn’t dread my journey, indeed I liked the 
routine. The trains generally ran on time and I enjoyed the hustle and 
bustle of the City and my office when I arrived. There have been a lot 
of changes since I started working in the mid-80s with many more 
shops, whether they be for clothes, coffee or food, but the City has 
always retained an energetic vibe. 
 Then Covid-19 struck and like millions of others I became part of 
the great work from home social experiment. I had often wondered 
what it would be like but had never pursued it, as I feared missing the 
company and atmosphere of the office. However, putting the grim 
Covid daily news to one side, I found that I liked it! I could work 
effectively, I got two hours of travelling time back, the children came 
home, the village was quiet, the skies were blue and it all felt a bit like 
an Enid Blyton vision of how the world used to be. 
 Days turned into weeks and weeks into months and it became 
increasingly clear that society needed to start getting back to normal. 
In July, my CEO asked some of us to spend two or three days a 
week in the office. So, four weeks ago, at the beginning of August, I 
headed to Chelmsford station with some trepidation, anxious about 
crowded trains and what I would find at the other end. I travelled 
off-peak and my concerns were quickly allayed, the train was barely 
10% full and the streets were virtually deserted. Whilst it has become 
slightly busier over the last few weeks, it remains nothing like my 
experience of the last 30 years and it is sad to see the City so listless. 
 With so many shops closed, often permanently, it brought home 
how damaged parts of our economy have been and how urgent it is 
that some level of normality is restored. 
 It is difficult to see what can happen in the near-future to change 
that as regards the City. Most offices could not be a worse design for 
social distancing, often being open plan with desks close together 
and reliant on lifts etc. to get workforces in and out. What contributed 
to the atmosphere is now an issue. 
 I do hope that ways can be found to get more of us back soon 
and that a vaccine isn’t long coming. Selfishly, I want some (not all!) 
of my old routine back and to see the City humming along again. 

Jonathan (Buzz) Denham.
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VILLAGE HALL 
With refurbishment works of Writtle Village Hall almost complete, 
we are very pleased to announce that the hall re-opened for 
business on Monday, 7th September with almost all of our regular 
hirers returning. We have done our utmost to follow guidelines 
put in place by ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) 
to make sure the hall is COVID-19 safe for all users, with Risk 
Assessments provided by both ourselves, the Committee of Writtle 
Village Hall, and all regular users. 
 We would also like to announce that the Annual General Meeting 
of Writtle Village Hall will take place on Wednesday, 21st October at 
7.00pm in the Main Village Hall. However, please note that, in order 
to maintain safe distancing along with Government guidelines, only 
11 places will be available to users of the Village Hall and other 
parishioners. If you would like to attend, please contact Wendy 
Risdon on 07394 663636 or email writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.
com to reserve your seat. We would advise that entry will only be 
allowed if face masks are worn. 
 Thank you.                                                       Wendy Ridson.

178 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0AR
Telephone: (01245) 352898

Abbot Hugh Allan   BA(OPraem)

SATURDAYS
9.00am at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
SUNDAYS
9.00am, 12 noon, 7.00pm.
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
10.30am at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
WEEKDAYS
8.00am at St. Philip’s Priory, New London Road
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30pm and Fridays 9.30am at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
7.00am, 9.30am, 12.30pm and 7.00pm. All at Our Lady 
Immaculate Church, New London Road
7.30pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
CONFESSIONS
11.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
5.30pm to 6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue, 
Moulsham Lodge
BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES
By appointment
THE PARISH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
116 Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford. 
Parish Priest Fr. Paul Cracknell   Tel: 354256
MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm
Sun: 9.30am & 11.30am

PARISH OF OUR LADY IMMACULATE WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL

18, The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3DU
Secretary: Wendy Risdon, Tel: 07394 663636

Email: writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com
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ESSEX LEADS THE WAY WITH FIRST 
‘OPEN’ RACE SINCE LOCKDOWN 
BEGAN 

Chelmsford Athletics Club is celebrating a successful event. Miles 
of Miles was the first ‘open’ race to be licenced by Athletics UK 
since the start of lockdown. Around 300 runners, aged from under 
13 to over 60, competed on 9th August, on a multi-terrain course 
at Writtle University College in Essex. Miles of Miles has been called 
‘Pilot Event l’ and hopes to become a template for safe, socially 
distanced sporting events. 
 Chelmsford AC’s Steve Wilkin said: “The annual event is usually 
held at Chelmsford AC’s home stadium, but with circumstances 
very different this year we made the decision to move it to an 
exciting new venue with the help of our good friends at Writtle 
University College. 
 This year’s race sold out within a week, with entrants coming 
from all four corners of the UK. Around 300 athletes represented 
50 different clubs, with many competing for the first time this year. 

The incredible team at WUC have gone the extra mile (no pun 
intended) to provide us with the space and facilities to create a 
socially distanced event that prioritises our athletes’ and officials’ 
safety.” 
 Prior to Miles of Miles, licenced races were limited to elite 
athletes or took place virtually. Competitors welcomed the return 
of in-person racing. Marion, a member of Pitsea Running Club, 
said: “You could see from the information that they were sending 
out that it was going to be completely following the guidelines, safe 
for runners and safe for volunteers, so as soon as I saw it I signed 
up”. 
 Organisers took steps to keep Miles of Miles in line with 
government regulations. Spectators were not allowed on the 
course and competitors familiarised themselves with the one mile 
route before the race with an online video. 
 Set arrival and start times ensured each runner competed in a 
group of no more than six and competitors left the area shortly after 
reaching the finish line. Marshals enjoyed a busy day, with the first 
race - for Under 13s - taking place at 10am and the final group of 
seniors setting off shortly before 4pm. 
 Although there were no cheering crowds, runners enjoyed 
getting back into racing. Grant, a member of the Billericay Striders, 
said: “It’s good to come back to a running event and to have 
something so well organised!” 
 The fastest male competitor of the day finished the course in 
just 4 minutes and 29.3 seconds. Writtle University College student 
Khahisa Mhlanga won the women’s race, achieving 5 minutes and 
11 seconds. She said: “It’s so good to see everyone and race 
again and was especially great to race on Writtle’s grounds for the 
first time!” 
 Writtle University College’s Dr Greg Deacon commented: 
“We’ve underestimated the mental and physical wellbeing issues 
that lockdown has created and actually trying to get something that 
was once normal back into this ‘new normal’ is very important.” 
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Essex leads the way.
Photograph by Zach Bridgeland.
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ERIK’S FAVOURITE WALKS

Erik is a Hungarian Vizsla and we have owned him from an 8 week 
old puppy. He is almost 14 now. We named him after the Viking 
explorer ‘Erik the Red’. Vizslas are part of the HPR dog group used 
as hunting dogs to hunt, point and retrieve. They ‘point’ at prey by 
raising a paw. (Front paw = feather, Rear paw = fur). Erik gets it 
right most times!
 They are a wonderful, charismatic and playful breed with 
boundless energy and are excellent swimmers. He’s a real softy at 
heart who loves cuddles and sitting on your lap. His favourite food 
are carrots or melon. 
 We’ve had great times doing all these Writtle walks but 
unfortunately he now has arthritis and can only manage a little 
‘plod’ down to the end of the road. 

THE VIPER PUBLIC HOUSE (3.75 MILES)
1. Park in the forest clearing opposite the pub. Walk down the 
track marked ‘Access Road Keep Clear’ to reach a footpath sign 
(on left) at ‘Richard’s Cottage’. Go left (over the house driveway) to 

reach a gate and stile. Cross and keep left along the forest edge 
soon reaching a stile. Continue ahead, crossing two paddocks to 
reach another stile. 
2. Cross and continue straight ahead along the field edge (forest 
/ hedge on the right) going downhill and turning with the field 
boundary. Eventually you reach a stile in the hedge on your right. 
3. Cross and keep straight for 80 yards to a white topped post 
on your left. Head diagonally right across this field aiming for the 
right side of the farm buildings ahead. Continue to the rear of the 
buildings (ignore footpath sign leading right) and just into the field 
ahead. Turn left across the field to reach a footbridge (houses in 
distance). Cross and continue ahead to a narrow hedge gap which 
exits onto the tarmac track of Handley Green Farm. 
4. Turn right, following the track for 300 yards to reach a footpath 
sign on your right just past ‘Handley Green House’. Go right into 
field and walk downhill with hedge on your right. 
5. At the bottom, turn right (ditch on left) reaching a footbridge 
on your left just before Bushey Woods. Cross and very soon bear 
right to cross another footbridge that leads into the woods. Follow 
woodland path to reach a stile. Cross and continue ahead through 
two paddocks to reach a stile leading onto Dog Kennel Lane. 
6. Cross and turn right (uphill) on lane for 1/4 mile reaching 
‘Footpath 139’ on your left. Cross stile and walk ahead to the 
bottom end of the field and another stile. Go right over stile and 
soon reach another. Cross and continue straight for two fields with 
the hedge / woods on your left. 
7. At a footpath sign in the corner of the 2nd field, turn right (uphill). 
At the end of the woods dog leg left, then right and continue uphill 
(hedge on right). When the hedge ends, continue straight ahead, 
then arc right to eventually pass a lake on your right and out to the 
road. Go left. 
8. Take a fenced path almost opposite Slab Cottage, marked ‘Mill 
Green circular walk’ which leads downhill into a field. Follow path 
arcing right (trees on left) until you reach a footbridge on left. Cross 
and continue straight ahead over this field to a stile. Cross and bear 
right on the track back to Richard’s Cottage and The Viper. 

Hellen Brown.
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THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE
WCA

The Beryl Platt Centre, 12/14 Redwood Drive, Writtle CM1 3LY
01245 420676 / 07787 479228   bookingswca@gmail.com

It is with sad regret that Peter Smith has stepped down from the Chair 
of the WCA. We would like to thank Peter for his all his hard work and 
are grateful that for the moment he is still staying on as a Trustee. 
 At the time of writing this we have one week to go before taking 
over our new Community Centre. After a few hiccups, our moving in 
date is 25th August 2020 and, with a sigh of relief, we can start to 
reopen gradually. The building and gardens are looking good and we 
cannot wait to show it off to you all, but our planned big opening will 
still have to wait until Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted. 
 As this is a new building and a refresh for the WCA we would 
welcome a few new Trustees. If you would like to be involved with 
the WCA, no qualifications are necessary, just a monthly meet up 
for future planning with the rest of us. Please contact myself in the 
first instance on the email above or a quick call. 
 In the meantime, Claire and I will be keeping you all updated 
on our Facebook page ‘Writtle Community Association’, so please 
add us and keep updated on our progress. 

Kim Fish, WCA Chair.

WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
It was great to read in the last Writtle News that Writtle’s new 
community centre is nearing completion. By the time you read this the 
building should be in full use but, with the coronavirus still prevalent, 
it will probably take a little longer for community events to take place. 

We must remember that this is a community centre for all age 
groups. Please give your support to the Manager and Committee 
to get the centre buzzing again with all kinds of activities and events. 
 Come on Writtle people, let’s enjoy this new opportunity and 
make it a great success.                                            Marie Wynn.
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Beryl Platt Centre. One of the many facilities.
Main Hall, on the left doors opening into the Committee 
Room and into the Bar on the right hand side. 
Photograph by Christine Knight, 2020.

Front elevation Back elevation

Beryl Platt Centre. Writtle Green Pre-school.
Photograph by Christine Knight, 2020.



We are now over the summer and have to start thinking about all 
our autumn jobs, preparing our gardens and allotments ready for 
winter with digging and pruning to give things a good start for next 
year. We have in stock Aquadulce broad beans and winter sown 
onion sets for planting in November and which will be ready to 
harvest in late spring. 
 As we are not sure we will be able to run an AGM this year, 
we have an urgent need for people to come forward to join the 
committee of the society, as some of our members are standing 
down this year and we need to replace them to keep the society 
running. Normally we ask at our AGM, but as it is in doubt your help 
would be most welcome. What is involved? Usually we have six 
committee meetings a year, run two flower and vegetable shows 
and an AGM, so the meetings are planning these events and 
dealing with members’ requests and complaints etc. If you would 
like to join us, either come to the trading hut on a Sunday morning, 
give me a call on 01245 421350 or speak to any member of the 
committee. 
 We are coming to the end of our financial year and it is time to 
renew your membership for next year. Membership this year will be 
£3 per family. This entitles you to buy from our trading hut and take 
advantage of our special prices and offers, a 10% surcharge will be 
made to all non-members’ purchases from the trading hut 
 We now have new seed catalogues at the trading hut with seed 
order forms. We need your orders in by the end of November for 
January delivery to get the maximum discount. 
 As our shows had to be cancelled this year we will be using our 
2020 show schedule for 2021 with no changes, except for dates 
of the shows and venues to be announced. 
 To those members of the committee who are leaving us, I thank 
you for your services over the years and those staying thank you for 
your support and help throughout the year. 

WRITTLE ART GROUP 
COVID-19 UPDATE
It has been a difficult year for many clubs 
and societies. None more so than the 
Writtle Art Group, which had to suspend 
its regular Monday morning art sessions 
in the Village Hall when lockdown started 
in mid-March. It meant that not only the 
weekly meetings had to be suspended, 
but also cancellation of the Spring 

Exhibition planned for the weekend of 28th/29th March. 
 As the year has gone by, we were all hoping to re-commence 
our Monday sessions for the Autumn term starting in September. 
Although Writtle Village Hall has been in the process of trying to offer 
its regular users access again - albeit under strict self-distancing 
procedures - the new Government guidelines issued on August 
8th made the wearing of face masks mandatory in all community 
venues and village halls. 
 As a result, only a limited number of the art group members 
felt happy to paint under these conditions for each full two-hour 
session. In addition, it was felt difficult to provide adequate coverage 
to undertake handling of equipment and the necessary track and 
trace measures, plus other health checks and supervision that 
would be required. So, like many other societies, with regret the 
committee decided to defer the decision to re-start until the New 
Year when hopefully the situation might improve. 
 Sad as it is, the group is determined to get together again as 
soon as is practically possible. Writtle Art Group was formed in 
1966 and celebrated its Golden Jubilee in 2016, so it has a long 
history to draw upon. With this in mind, the group has decided not 
to miss another public Art Show, so instead of the regular Autumn 
Exhibition this year, members plan to put together a ‘Virtual 
Exhibition’-which will be available to view online from the beginning 
of October. Access will be open to all via the usual website link: 
www.writtleartgroup.blogspot.com
 In addition, we hope to display some of the pictures for general 
viewing by readers in the next issue of Writtle News. 

Peter Pegg, Writtle Art Group Committee Member.

GARDEN & ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
Chairman: John Rouse, Tel. 421350
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THE BIRTH OF BRITISH RADIO BROADCASTING IN ESSEX
PART ONE
DAME NELLIE MELBA SINGS!
By Tim Wander
Historian, author, lecturer, presenter Consultant and Curator 
- Science and Industry, Sandford Mill, Chelmsford City 
Museums
During the First World War the science of wireless telephony, 
sending and receiving speech instead of Morse code, had taken 
huge strides. Based on new developments in thermionic valve 
technologies, the Royal Flying Corps had developed lightweight 
reliable equipment capable of over 100 miles range, including air 
to air communication. This technology would soon enable the 
birth of civilian mass air transport. The Marconi Airborne Wireless 
Development Department in Writtle, under Peter Eckersley, would 
provide the first air traffic control systems, coupled with accurate 
wireless direction finding, based upon the work of Marconi engineer 
Captain Henry Joseph Round during the First World War. 
 In March 1919, really as a piece of pure blue sky research, 
the Marconi Company began a project to develop a new range of 
high power wireless telephony transmitters. A new 3kW telephony 
transmitter was installed at the Ballybunion station in Ireland and 
H.J. Round and his colleague, Marconi engineer William Theodore 
Ditcham, began broadcasting a daily experimental speech 
‘programme’. At this time Ditcham and Round probably knew 
more about high power radio speech transmission than any other 
engineers in the world. The tests were successful and Ditcham 
became the first European voice to cross the Atlantic from east to 
west. The success of this experiment in Ireland led to far greater 
things. As the second wave of the global Spanish Flu pandemic 
subsided, the Marconi New Street works in Chelmsford was able to 
reopen and, in late December 1919, Round and Ditcham installed 
and began testing a new 6kW telephony transmitter. Using an 
experimental licence (call sign MZX), the Chelmsford transmitter 
fed into a huge ‘T’ shaped wire aerial that was suspended between 
two massive 450ft high masts, set 750 feet apart, known locally as 
the ‘drainpipes’. These huge steel tubes had dominated the New 
Street works and the town since they were erected in 1919. 

In January 1920, the content of the first Chelmsford transmissions 
left much to be desired. Ditcham and Round followed the 
company’s prescribed format, continually repeating railway station 
names from Bradshaw’s train timetable. Having already tested their 
patience in Ireland, the Marconi engineers decided to do something 
totally different. On 15th January 1920 they started the first ever 
true speech ‘broadcasts’ in Britain, transmitting a programme of 
speech and gramophone music from the Marconi Chelmsford 
works, including a regular ‘news service’. 

These first, historic broadcasts, could well have gone unnoticed, 
but 214 appreciative reports arrived from amateurs and ships’ 
operators who had listened in. The early days of radio broadcasting 
were to be dominated by the enthusiasm and continual pressure 
generated by a growing band of radio amateurs. They were 
enraptured to finally hear words and music on their radio sets, 
and reported this in glowing terms to the Marconi Company. The 
Chelmsford station had been heard from Norway to Portugal, with 
reports over 1,000 miles and the greatest reported distance being 
1,450 miles. The engineering team at Chelmsford had stumbled 
onto something quite extraordinary.
 The experiments became more ambitious as the 6kW transmitter 
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was replaced with a new 15kW version. For a brief period, from 23rd 
February until 6th March 1920, their tests became a regular series of 
30-minute experimental broadcast radio programmes. These were 
aired twice daily at 11am and 8pm, as a 15-minute regular wireless 
telephony news service that left time for three or four short musical 
items. W.T. Ditcham was supported by the Head of the Marconi 
Publicity Department, Arthur Burrows. A local band, Freddie and the 
Funnions with a young soprano, Miss Winifred Sayer, were brought 
in to help, and the first true concerts began.

This new concept of speech 
and music crackling over 
the airwaves into the front 
rooms of ordinary people 
was poised to revolutionise 
the world of entertainment. 
This lively series of concerts 
and news programmes 
did not go unnoticed 
by the established print 
media. Lord NorthclifIe, the 
proprietor of the Daily Mail 
newspaper group, now 
commissioned the first radio 
broadcast by a recognised 
professional artiste of 
international standing. He 
chose the famous Australian 
Prima Donna, Dame Nellie 

Melba. He said that there was “only one artist, the world’s very 
best…”. 
 In 1920, Dame Nellie Melba was probably the most famous 
singer in the world, but when first approached she remained 
adamant that her voice was not a matter for experimentation by 
young wireless engineers and their ‘magic play boxes’. It took all 
the persuasive talents that Lord NorthclifIe could muster, and a 
huge £1,000 fee, all paid for by the Daily Mail, to get her to agree. 
But there was just one problem. There was nowhere suitable for 
her to do it. In 1920, it was totally impractical to move transmitting 

equipment and aerials to any of the great concert halls of Europe. 
Dame Nellie Melba would have to come to The Marconi Wireless 
Telegraph Company’s New Street Factory in Chelmsford, Essex. 
Amazingly she agreed to leave the bright lights of the London 
stage for one night, and travel to a remote Essex factory to sing 
in a disused packing shed. There would be no dressing room, no 
orchestra, no stage, no lights and in reality, possibly no audience. 
 The ‘Australian Nightingale’ was booked to give her now historic 
thirty-minute radio concert from the Marconi Chelmsford works, 
but the concert announcement sent the Marconi engineering 
team into a controlled panic, as they were given very little time 
to prepare. On 15th June 1920, Dame Nellie Melba travelled to 
Chelmsford by train from London. As Arthur Burrows started to 
show her round the works, including the transmitting equipment 
and the huge antenna masts, he remarked that from the top of the 
masts her voice would be carried far and wide. Her comment has 
become a piece of radio folklore: “Young man” she exclaimed, “If 
you think I am going to climb up there you are greatly mistaken!!”. 
 As the concert approached the engineers were worried. To fail 
now, with the whole world listening, might well endanger the cause 
of radio broadcasting for years to come. A hushed silence fell over 
the first-ever broadcast studio, as Arthur Burrows announced on 
air: “Hallo, Hallo, Hallo! Dame Nellie Melba, the Prima Donna, is 
going to sing for you, first in English, then Italian, then in French”. 
A single chord was struck and at 7.10pm precisely, listeners heard 
their first fleeting notes. 
 Outside a large crowd had gathered, but everyone stood in almost 
reverential silence. Dame Nellie Melba called her first long silvery trill 
her “Hallo to the world”, and the world seemed to be listening. All over 
the country wireless enthusiasts frantically tickled their cat’s whisker 
crystal sets, desperately seeking a stronger signal. Headphones 
were clamped tighter, households lapsed into hushed silence. Dame 
Nellie Melba began to sing, a newspaper reported “Punctually at a 
quarter past seven. The words of ‘Home Sweet Home’ swam into 
the receivers. Those who heard might have been members of the 
audience at the Albert Hall”. This rendition was followed by ‘Nymphes 
et Sylvains’ (in French), Puccini’s ‘Addio’ and ‘Chant Venitien’. 
In the middle of the concert the transmitter did fail, but it was soon 
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repaired and, after a brief pause for 
adjustments, Dame Nellie Melba 
gave an encore and sang the first 
stanza of ‘God Save the King’. It 
was over. They had done it. Without 
further fanfare, Burrows stepped to 
the microphone and simply said: 
“Hallo, Hallo. We hope you have 
enjoyed hearing Melba sing, Good 
Night!”. 
   The wireless sets of the nation, 
indeed the world, lapsed into 
silence. The concert was over. 
The great lady had sung her 
considerable heart out and 
the assembled audience both 
inside and outside the studio 
spontaneously applauded. It was 

now up to the engineers to have relayed this to the audience with 
the clarity it deserved. Within days the Marconi Company was to 
receive its answer, as enthusiastic letters from the four corners of 
the world poured into the Chelmsford office. Radio amateurs and 
ships’ operators reported how they had listened in and sung along. 
Every commercial station in the world had tuned in and received it 
all with surprising clarity. It was voted a great success. 
 You would expect that British radio broadcasting would now 
explode into life, and two more concerts soon followed from famed 
Danish Tenor Lauritz Melchior and Dame Clara Butt. But despite the 
fact that entertainment broadcasting was rapidly gaining favour, on 
23rd November 1920 the Postmaster General announced that the 
experimental broadcasts from Chelmsford were suspended due to 
‘interference with legitimate services’. No more trials would be permitted. 
 It would be almost two more years before British Broadcasting 
would start again. It would need the talents of the irrepressible 
Peter Eckersley (who started this story), working in a small hut, in a 
partially flooded field on the edge of the small village of Writtle, and 
a new call sign - ‘2MT’ or Two-Emma-Toc. He would make history. 
 But that is, as they say, a whole new story, for the next edition! 

From Marconi 
to Melba and 
on to the BBC
The Centenary 
of British Radio 
Broadcasting
By Tim Wander
2020 marks 
the centenary 
of British radio 
b ro a d c a s t i n g 
and despite all 
the cancellations 
in 2020 author 
Tim Wander 
pressed on with 
his new book! 
There are only 
250 copies, 
each one signed 
and numbered 
by the author 
and posted out 
directly by him 
- From Marconi 
to Melba. The 
C e n t e n a r y 
of British 

Radio Broadcasting. Only available via the website https://
chelmsford2020.co.uk/
 RRP is £19.95, but with less than 20 copies left they are £16.50 
to Writtle Heritage members. It is 280 A4 pages, full colour/sepia 
(with over 80 newly colourized images!). The book will only be 
available during 2020 and will not be on Amazon! Tim can always 
be contacted on timwander@compuserve.com. Much more here!
 Thanks to Steve at CRH news for the fantastic colourisation of 
these classic and historic B&W images that really brings the people 
back to life - 100 years later!
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WRITTLE CARDS Writtle CARDS are looking forward to being part of the community 
again and very much hope to present two productions in 2021. 
Along with everyone else, our priority is safety. The safety of our 
members and our audience, and adherence to national guidance 
will dictate the final format of any production we mount, but 
currently we intend to launch the premiere of Jerry Thomas’ new 
comedy drama ‘Dream House’ in March. 
 This witty and insightful play looks at modern, crowded family 
life. Expect surprises, laughs and lots of breakfast cereal! 
 All being well, ‘Dream House’ will be at the Village Hall on 
Thursday 18th, Friday 19th and Saturday 20th March 2021 at 
8:00pm. Tickets are £9.00 and will be available from January 2021 
via writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk or by contacting our box office 
07858 990931. 
 Then, in November 2021, it’s panto time! 
 Katharine Thomas, NODA and NETG award nominee director, 
is again taking up her directorial baton to bring lots of glitter and fairy 
dust to Gordon House’s traditional and hilarious family pantomime 
‘The Princess and the Toad’. 
 Come along and boo, hiss and cheer on Thursday 25th, Friday 
26th and Saturday 27th November 2021 at the Village Hall. Look 
out for more details later in 2021.

Daniel Curley.

FLAGS FLYING FROM ALL SAINTS CHURCH TOWER

21 Oct Trafalgar Day Union Flag
24 Oct United Nations Day Union Flag
1st Nov All Saints’ Day Diocesan Flag
1st Nov Dedication Sunday Diocesan Flag
8th Nov Remembrance Sunday Union Flag
11th Nov Remembrance Day Union Flag
14th Nov Birthday of HRH The Prince of Wales Union Flag
20th Nov HM The Queen’s Wedding Anniversary Union Flag
30th Nov St Andrew’s Day Union Flag
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 TEL 07858 990931   OR   WRITTLECARDS@HOTMAIL.CO.UK  

Writtle CARDS proudly present 

‘DREAM HOUSE’ 
 

The world premiere of a brand new comedy drama 
written and directed by Jerry Thomas. 

This bitter-sweet comedy takes a humorous look at modern, 
crowded family life. Lots of twists, laughs and breakfast cereal! 

 
Thursday 18th, Friday 19th and Saturday 20th April  

March at 8:00pm. 
Writtle Village Hall 

 
 

Tickets are £9:00 and are available at 
 writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk or contact our box office on  

07858 990931  



JOURNEYS
By 1941, Hitler was the master of Europe. He had not been able to 
defeat us, but at sea the U-boats took an ever increasing toll of the 
merchant ships bringing vital supplies and in the air the Luftwaffe 
continued to pound our towns and cities. Compared to some, 
Chelmsford did not suffer extreme devastation but the factories of 
Hoffmann, Crompton and Marconi - in which many Writtle people 
worked - were prime targets. 

In May, the Marconi factory was hit and suffered extensive damage; 
seventeen workers were killed and production was badly affected. 
The German press claimed that they had destroyed a ball bearing 
factory. Apparently they had mistaken Marconi’s for the Hoffmann 
works. Doug Hobart remembers one attack on the Hoffmann 
factory when flares were dropped lighting up the sky for miles 
around and acting as a beacon for the bombers.

Many thousands of miles away an horrendous journey was about 
to begin for Zosia Lesniowski and her family. That summer they 
were told to leave the labour camp in Siberia and along with many 
other Poles were transported to Omsk where they were put onto a 
convoy of barges travelling along the River Irtysh. The barges were 
packed with families but Zosia recalled that her family was fortunate 
to be on deck rather than in the dark of below decks. They travelled 
for weeks, stopping twice a day for supplies although often the 
food never materialised. Early morning stops were made to remove 
the bodies of those who had died in the previous twenty-four 
hours. The corpses were simply piled on the river bank and the 
barges moved on leaving the dead behind. 
 Conditions were appalling. Food and medicine were scarce, 
there were no washing facilities and they were all infested with lice. 
The toilet was simply a hole in a chair at the back of the barge. It is 
little wonder that sickness was widespread and along the journey 
Zosia and her two younger brothers fell ill. Eventually the Poles 
were told to leave the barges and were put on a train to Tashkent 
in Uzbekistan. Here they had to change trains and Zosia’s parents 
carried their three sick children across the tracks into a wagon. Her 
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father went back to collect their eldest, Romek, and what small 
belongings they possessed but the train that contained mother 
and the three youngest then moved off. Father and Romek were 
left stranded on the other side of the track leaving Zosia’s mother 
with three sick children without food, clothes or bedding. 

The train arrived in Guizdnan in Kirghizstan on Christmas Eve 
1941. Zosia’s brothers were very ill and the elder asked Zosia’s 
mother for an egg to eat. She went round begging for an egg but 
there was none to be had. That night the two boys died within an 
hour of each other. 
 Zosia was fortunate and was taken to hospital. At some point 
her mother was told that she too had died but was overjoyed 
at discovering that she was in fact still alive and together they 
embarked on the next stage of their journey some 60 kilometres to 
a Kolkhoz - a collective farm. Zosia was still weak and her mother 
carried her on her back. Life here was still hard with food scarce. 
They ate the yellow cake that was cattle food. Her mother would 
break it into small pieces and boil it to make ‘porridge’. Fortunately, 
there was an abundance of sweet and juicy mulberries. Then they 

heard of a relief centre for Poles and they were able to get some 
real food - flour, fat, sometimes even bread. This was a welcome 
addition to their scavenging and one day her mother saw a man 
kill and cut up a chicken. They were in luck as he left behind the 
intestines, so that night they had chicken broth with the intestines 
dusted in flour and crisply fried. Zosia recalled how the meal was 
delicious! They had found, for the time being, a sanctuary of sorts. 
 In Writtle, journeys were also under way. 1941 saw Rommel’s 
Afrika Korps smashing its way towards Egypt. The North Africa 
Campaign was aimed at preventing the Germans from reaching 
the vital oil route of the Suez Canal and amongst those involved 
from Writtle were Ernest Spearman, Frederick Cornwell and John 
Sadler. 
 Ernest was born in 1906, the son of James and Ellen Spearman 
of Oxney Green Road. He married Ethel in 1931 and they had a 
son, John. The family lived at 5 Mildred Villas, Ongar Road. Ernest 
was a Sapper with 221 Field Company, Royal Engineers. Frederick 
Cornwell was the son of Frederick and Harriet Cornwell. He served 
with the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
John Sadler was the son of Herbert and Clara Sadler. The family 
had emigrated to South Africa but returned to England in 1931 and 
lived at 23 Ongar Road where they ran a fruit and vegetable shop. 
John joined 21 Squadron of the South African Air Force in 1939. 
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Continued from page 19.
A somewhat shorter journey was undertaken by Henry Brooks. 
He had been on convoy duty in the English Channel but was 
sent to Dunoon for anti-submarine training. Once the course was 
completed he was posted to a brand new cruiser, HMS Cleopatra, 
bound for the Indian Ocean via Malta. 
 In December 1941, Japan entered the war with the attack on 
Pearl Harbour and other US bases and the advance upon Burma 
and upon the Malay Peninsula. More journeys were about to begin 
as Britain, her Empire and Dominions and her allies responded to 
this aggression.                                                       John Trussler.

LITTERY CRITICISM

As Covid-19 ‘lockdown’ restrictions have been imposed and then 
incrementally lifted, I have noticed, from my viewpoint overlooking 

Wear Pond, that a change in the use of Writtle Green has been 
evident. 
 More people are using The Green. Which is wonderful. It is a 
super public resource, well maintained by the Parish Council. 
There is a noticeable increase in people exercising on The Green. 
Some jogging alone, or in ‘socially distanced’ groups. There are 
organised groups playing games, doing gentle exercise, or doing 
full gym sessions. People are playing not just the usual football, but 
rounders, cricket, kite flying, Frisbee and ball games. 
 The number of people walking their dogs increased dramatically 
as soon as ‘lockdown’ started, both new dogs that I didn’t 
recognise and new people walking dogs that I recognised. Was 
this because the member of the household who usually worked all 
day was now at home and therefore available, and wanting to walk 
the dog, or were they perhaps being told “For goodness sake, get 
out from under my feet, and take the ****** dog out!”? 
Loads of people are bicycling to The Green, in family groups, or as 
couples, or even groups of families, who have chosen The Green 
as a destination to meet up. The increase in numbers of ‘serious’ 
cyclists clad in Lycra meeting by the pond and then going ‘hell for 
leather’ to ‘who knows where?’ is very noticeable. 
 It is so nice to see the people picnicking. Proper picnics. Loads 
of people have always eaten their fish and chips by the pond, but 
the groups with picnic hampers, blankets on the ground, folding 
chairs, sunshades, and wine in ice buckets, are lovely to see. They 
are there on any day, not just Saturdays and Sundays, really using 
The Green as it should be used. 
 Now, here is the rub. 
 Why, in the mornings, is The Green like a rubbish tip? Why 
are paper and debris scattered everywhere and blowing into the 
pond? Why does the Writtle Parish Council Handyman have to pick 
up sacks full of rubbish every day so that things are nice and ready 
for the next load of revellers? 
 You would hope that people would want to keep this wonderful 
area beautiful, so that everyone can enjoy it. 
 The answer is that they do! 
 Almost everyone is meticulous. They clear up where they were 
meeting, sitting, exercising, picnicking, and where their dog has 
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been ‘walking’ (!). People pick up their rubbish and put it in the 
bins. I even see people picking up other people’s stray rubbish and 
binning it. Wonderful! 
 So, why the mess? 
 Jackdaws. 
 As soon as it gets light, in late spring to mid summer, jackdaws 
start to gather in great numbers, known as a ‘clattering’ and they 
fly in from all directions to descend on The Green and forage for 
food. I know when they start to gather because they sit on my 
aerial, and shout down my chimney! If I then stagger out of bed and 
look out over The Green I can count well over fifty jackdaws around 
the pond, eating the food that has been put out for the ducks, and 
looking for grubs and bugs all over The Green. 
 So now we have Covid-19 lockdown, and it is jackdaw picnic 
heaven! All corvids (the crow family of ravens, rooks, crows, 
magpies and jackdaws) are intelligent, they learn very quickly.  
 They find food in a new place, and they pounce. I watch out 
of my window and often see a single bird jump up on to a litter 
bin, which is stuffed full of picnic waste. The bird pulls out a bit of 
something promising, then another bit, and another. Others gather 
round and pick over the rubbish on the ground. Often a second 
jackdaw jumps up into the same bin and they squabble, noisily! 
Hierarchy is established (jackdaws are very hierarchical) and one 
then moves on to the next bin, and starts doing the same thing 
there. 
 The birds will go right down into half empty bins and pull out 
bits of potential food. I have seen them pull stuff out, throw it to the 
ground, and then go straight back in, leaving the detritus, which 
had been carefully put into the bins by the picnickers, for other 
jackdaws to pick over. Then it blows around, gets caught in the 
bushes and goes into the pond. 
 So there you are. One should not criticise the people who are 
using The Green in these troubling times for the early morning litter, 
although I am sure there may be exceptions, it is the clattering of 
jackdaws who are the culprits! 

WRITTLE ARCHIVES
In the last Writtle News August/September 2020 I wrote about 

the Barlow family and Sarah Poole Barlow who I thought the 
candlestick holder may have belonged to. I have since heard 
that in fact the candlestick came down through the family of her 
younger brother Robert Poole Barlow (1804-1894) who farmed at 
Monks and Barrows at Highwood and his descendants, Frederick 
and Evelyn Barlow, and Frederick and Martha Barlow of Avondale, 
Chequers Road, Writtle. 
 I obviously barked up the wrong tree with the dates on the back 
of the candlestick holder which probably refer to alterations of the 
church 1802-1883. 
 Unfortunately the Archives are still not open to the public, but 
if you have any enquiries please contact me, Wendy Hibbitt, tel 
421265 or wendyhibbittt@hotmail.com

WEA 
All things are on the change. The autumn courses are now being 
held by Zoom which makes a big change from attending the village 
hall as usual. It is hoped that the spring term courses may be 
back to normal but that remains to be seen yet. Details of the next 
courses will be in a future issue of the Writtle News. 

WI 
In these uncertain times, it has been difficult for all members to 
meet together so Writtle WI decided that in August we would have 
a picnic on The Green, subject to the weather of course. As it 
happens it was a very hot day and about twenty members met 
up and sat under the trees on The Green, socially distanced of 
course, and luckily we had a lovely breeze to cool us down after an 
extremely hot morning. We ate the food we had brought along and 
sampled the cake made by our President, Caroline, whilst having a 
good chat with each other. It was a very, very pleasant break amid 
the doom and gloom of the daily news. Hopefully we may be able 
to repeat it in the second week of September, if the weather holds, 
who knows! If you are interested in joining, come along and find 
out more about us. 
 Members are still being kept in touch with each other with 
our monthly newsletter giving updates on any federation news, 
quizzes, poems and articles. 
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A GREAT BRITISH RAILWAY JOURNEY TO SANDFORD MILL?
A strange title in strange times. Many readers will know that the 
Museum’s Sandford Mill site sits at one of 13 mills on the 13.8 mile 
long Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation Canal. This was opened 
in 1797 and connects Chelmsford with the tidal estuary of the River 
Blackwater at Heybridge Basin. 
 But it is a long way from the main Chelmsford railway station 
located on the Great Eastern Main Line that runs across the 
East of England. Westbound trains terminate at Liverpool Street 
and eastbound trains run to a number of destinations including 
Braintree, Clacton-on-Sea, Colchester Town, Ipswich and Norwich. 
 When the Covid-19 pandemic hit and global lockdown took 
hold, all theatre, television and film production came to a shuddering 
halt. Performers and production crews were sent home, confined 
to their own individual households just like their audiences, with little 
indication of how and when any creative industries could continue. 
One very popular series hit was Great British Railway Journeys 
(GBRJ), a BBC documentary series presented by Michael Portillo, 
a former Conservative MP and Cabinet Minister. The programme 
was first broadcast in 2010 on BBC Two and has returned annually 
for a total of 11 series. The series features Mr Portillo travelling 
around the railway networks of Great Britain, Ireland and the Isle 
of Man, referring to Bradshaw’s Guide and picking out people and 
places of interest as he travels. 
 GBRJ has come to Chelmsford once before. In Series 5 (Ep14) 
shown in 2014, the team came to visit Chelmsford filming the 
Dame Nellie Melba story inside the then derelict frontage of the 
Marconi New Street works. Back then Dr Geoff Bowles, Curator at 
Sandford Mill, did the honours, helped by large ‘Bob Dylanesque’ 
scripted cards held up behind the camera. 
 When the new series (12) of GBRJ was finally able to restart 
last month the producers found it was difficult to find railway lines, 
places of interest and on-hand ‘experts’ able to accommodate the 
team and the revised filming process under very strict Covid-19 
guidelines. 
 Despite the Chelmsford museums being closed, museum 
consultant and Marconi historian Tim Wander agreed to try and 
help the BBC team. He suggested that, as the 2020 Melba 

Centenary events draw to a close, it was time to look toward 2022 
and the Centenary of the famous Writtle broadcasts in 1922 that 
led directly to the formation of the BBC. 
 With the support of the Chelmsford museum team two venues 
were selected, Writtle Village and the famous ‘Writtle Hut’ preserved 
and protected inside the Sandford Mill museum site. Hopefully the 
title makes a little more sense now? 
 Driving up from the Isle of Wight in the last week of August, 
Tim met the crew for an early morning filming session on Writtle’s 
village green. Being interviewed by Michael Portillo many feet away 
was a little challenging... for anyone not familiar with TV, filming any 
interview is conducted as five or six separate sections, sometimes 
shot 20 or more minutes apart. The camera films the questioner, 
then the answerer and both people’s reactions all independently, 
then add in a couple of changes of camera angle and a wide shot 
or two. It’s time consuming, a little frustrating, but at least there is 
no need to shout back when you are wearing a microphone! 
Another problem filming outside is changing light - as the sun 
goes behind clouds the ‘tone and colour’ of the images change 
- remember the independent filming of sections? They have to 
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match or appear to have been shot in one continuous shot. So it 
has to be done again and again. 
 But by far the biggest problem is noise. First attempts to film 
outside the original Cock and Bell public house where the original 
1922 Writtle broadcasts were planned and some of the pioneering 
engineers actually lived proved impossible due to road noise, and 
drivers constantly blowing their horns. Why do they do that? 
 Filming in the middle of the village green proved equally difficult 
- we must thank the builders who turned off their angle grinders 
for us for 20 minutes to allow filming to complete. But of course 
Thursday is also Writtle bin collection day! Who knew? I also 
thought there were very few aircraft meant to be flying these days 
- apparently all those that are circling the village of Writtle - the 
sound man’s “Cut! - Go again when the plane leaves” became very 
familiar. 
 The second shoot location was inside the famous Writtle hut 
at Sandford Mill, opened specially for the BBC team. This was, of 
course, much quieter, but now indoors strict covid-19 protocols 
came into play with masks on/masks off being a constant routine. 
But we got it done, the BBC team called it a ‘FAB’ smooth shoot 

and they headed off to their next location with everything safely ‘in 
the can’. 
 For those not familiar with the story, on 14th February 1922, a 
weak and static laden speech (telephony) radio signal crackled out 
from an old ex-army hut on the edge of a partly flooded muddy field 
at the bottom of ‘Lowford’ Lane in Writtle. The radio amateurs had 
waited a long time since Melba’s concert in June 1920, but finally a 
regular, scheduled, advertised radio broadcasting station had been 
licenced and authorised. The radio station was known by its radio 
call sign of 2MT, Two-Emma-Toc in the phonetic alphabet of the 
day, and it made history. The station’s success would lead directly 
to the formation of the BBC. 
 The ‘Writtle hut’ was the first British broadcasting radio station 
- now preserved and protected by Chelmsford Museum Services 
at Sandford Mill. Recovered from the Kings Road School in 1989, 
it was rebuilt and restored by volunteers in 1993. It is also one 
of the best preserved WW1 army huts in existence. Of course, 
Christopher Cockerel helped design the famous WW2 1155 
Bomber Command radio receiver whilst working in the hut, and 
also ran his first experiments trying to make a boat hover over the 
water while working there as a Marconi engineer. Later, legendary 
footballer Geoff Hurst started his career in there... but these are all 
tales for another episode. The BBC team are also talking about 
coming back to talk about Hall Street and the Titanic, but that will 
also be another day. 
 Today, as we fast approach the centenary of the Birth of British 
Broadcasting, it is perhaps a little humbling to think that our entire 
modern age of media, broadcasting and even the Internet started 
in a small hut in Writtle. It all came about because some young 
engineers had the audacity, humour and technical skill to invent the 
art and science of radio broadcasting as we know it.

Tim Wander.
Thanks to all who helped make it happen.
Presenter Michael Portillo 
Series Editor Alison Kreps
Production Company Boundless West 
Director Titus Ogilvy
Executive Producer John Comerford
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WRITTLE ARCHIVES Recently two samplers connected with Writtle families have come 
to light and we have been busy trying to trace their history. 
 The earliest surviving samplers in England date from the time 
of Charles the First and it is possible that his wife Queen Henrietta 
Maria encouraged the working of samplers as they were of high 
regard in her native France. It may be that the samplers of the next 
200 years were derived from these. 
 The sampler was intended primarily to teach the art of 
needlework. Early ones did not have a name attached, but they 
all had religious quotes from hymns or poems and some had 
quotations from Shakespeare. All samplers were worked in parallel 
rows of decorative patterns. The Indian pink, pineapple and acorn 
were used a lot in seventeenth century work. Later the alphabet 
became prominent and smaller space was devoted to flowers and 
patterns. By the late eighteenth century windmills, houses, animals, 
birds and flowers were increasingly found, depending on the child 
or their instructress.

Susannah Pearson, Writtle School, 1821 
A copy of the Essex Review of July 1908 had a photo of a sampler 
embroidered by Susannah Pearson of Writtle School in 1821, 
which sparked my interest. It contains no alphabet but bequeaths 
her sampler to her friends with this rhyme: 

‘This work I have done my friends may have 
When I am dead and in my grave. 
Lord, grant that I in peace may die 
And live with Christ eternally’

In the middle is a quote from ‘The Tempest’ by Shakespeare: 
‘The cloud cappt Towers the gorgeous palaces 
The solumn Temples, the great globe itself 
Yes, all which it inherits shall dissolve 
And like the baseless fabric of a vision 
Leave not a wreck behind’ 

This would have been worked in class as a showpiece of their 
efforts in needlework that the girls were taught at school. Writtle 
School at that time would have been a Charity School firstly in the 
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church and later in part of the building now known as the Small Hall 
in the Christian Centre which is soon to be celebrating 200 years 
in existence. 

Writtle Charity School 
Good schooling generally was only available to those children whose 
parents could afford it and so John Blencowe, in a codicil of his will 
dated 10th October 1774, designated the sum of twelve hundred 
pounds ‘to be disposed of, applied to, and for the education of the 
Poor of the Parish of Writtle and Roxwell in the County of Essex in 
the instructing them in the religious worship of God according to 
the established doctrine of the Church of England’. 
 In 1785, the charity was set up by Court of Chancery with one 
school for Writtle and another for Roxwell, the idea being to extend 
education to the children of the poor to keep them from running 
wild in the streets. 
 The syllabus of the Charity School was very limited and the 
standard achieved was low, however it did provide elementary 
education for the very poor. The salary of the master was just over 
a pound a week, which would not have attracted a teacher of good 
qualifications, as it was not much more than that of an agricultural 
labourer. 

Qualifications for the Master and Mistress 
A document in the Essex Record Office (ERO D/P50/25/42) gives 
the qualifications needed for a Master or Mistress in a Charity 
School. 
 They may not be less than 25 or more than 45 years old, write a 
good hand, and understand vulgar arithmetic. The mistress should 
be able to instruct girls in reading English, and plain needlework, 
and both must be members of Church of England, and have 
received sacrament within six months before their election. They 
must attend divine worship at Writtle Church with their scholars 
in the morning and afternoon on Sundays and at other appointed 
times, illness being the only excuse for non attendance. 

Regulations for the children 
Children would only be admitted if their parents lived in Writtle or 

Roxwell and preference was given to those parents least able to 
pay for their children’s education. If they were absent six times in a 
quarter they were expelled. They must say their catechism publicly 
in church. 
 Holidays were two weeks at Christmas, two weeks at Whitsun 
but they may be permitted to go gleaning in the wheat and barley 
harvest and to pick up hops in the season with written permission 
from the trustees. Children should attend school from seven 
to eleven in the morning and one to five in the afternoon in the 
summer, and eight to eleven and one to four in the winter. School 
leaving age for boys was 12 and 10 for girls. They must not attend 
with an infectious disease. A fire would be kept on at the school 
between 1st November and 25th March during school hours. The 
Trust would provide pens, ink, paper and proper books. On leaving 
school each child would receive (unless expelled) a new Bible, 
Common Prayer Book and ‘Whole Duty of Man’ at the discretion 
of the trustees. Children could be expelled for misbehaviour. 

Rates of pay 
The master and mistress were awarded three shillings per quarter 
per boy or girl under their care that they taught to read, with the 
addition of 18d per quarter for every boy or girl who they teach to 
write. 40 children in Writtle and 20 in Roxwell were to be admitted 
initially. The names of the children were to be kept in a day book 
with an exact account of their attendance. Children should regularly 
attend divine service at church on Sundays under the direction of 
the master.

Payment to the Writtle school master and mistress May 23rd 
1820 
For teaching 50 children, 30 boys and 20 girls at 3/6d per quarter  
 £35.0.0d
For teaching 16 children to write, pen ink writing books copies 
and slates included at 3/3d per quarter  £10.8.0d
For providing thread, worsteads at 9d per quarter  £3.0.0d
For fuel 50 school children  £2.10.0d
For books  £3.15.4d
Total  £54.13.4d
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In 1820, a report showed that all the children could read but only 
a third could write, and a specific sum was set aside for books. 

Susannah Pearson’s Life 
Looking back in the Writtle Parish records, Susannah was born in 
1811 to William (1781-1837) and Susannah nee Gibbons (1783-
1820). William was a shoemaker and there were five children from 
the marriage. Her mother died in 1820 and William married again in 
1822 to Phoebe Moon, a widow, and there were five more children. 
Susannah’s father William had died in 1837, and the family were 
found in the 1841 Writtle census living in Great Oxney Green, with 
Phoebe now aged 57. With her were two of her daughters and 
George the illegitimate son of Susannah, aged 9. George had 
been born to Susannah in 1832, father un-named, and by 1841 
Susannah was working as a servant for a family in Saffron Walden, 
and there are no further records for her. There is no indication where 
the sampler is now, but hopefully it is still with the Pearson family. 

To be continued in Issue 239. 

SARA’S KITCHEN
When I was a young girl we spent most of our summer 
holidays each year in Spain, as my dad was in the 
travel business. He would often have to entertain 
business contacts whilst there and my mum, sister 

and I would join him for many such dinners. I have vivid memories 
from that time still. The routine was always the same: my sister and 
I would be ‘encouraged’ to have a siesta during the hot afternoon 
to prepare us for the evening ahead and, although we didn’t want 
to, we would oblige such was our excitement for the grown-up 
night ahead. I remember us both feeling really special to be going 
out to eat at night, dressed in our best (non ice cream stained) 
sundresses with our freckly sun kissed faces. But what I remember 
most was my mum’s words ringing in our ears as we arrived at the 
evening venue - “Now remember girls - children should be seen 
and not heard!” What a mood killer that was! 
 Despite our initial excitement about it all, the meals were (as 
Mediterranean meals oft are) lengthy affairs extending well into 
the night with a fair few jugs of Sangria being consumed by the 

adults. Enthusiasm gave way to boredom and then tiredness got 
the better of us. The nights inevitably ended with my dad carrying 
us, fast asleep, back to where we were staying. 
 It was on one of these trips aged 4 or 5 that I first tried paella. As 
all the adults enthused about it, I knew I was supposed to respond 
in kind - so as not to offend anyone - particularly the fiercely proud 
restauranteur. In truth, however, the shellfish in it scared, intrigued 
and disgusted me in equal measure! I wasn’t sure what to make of 
the eye popping gambas nor the tentacled calamari. We weren’t 
used to them in our British diet and I wasn’t sure that I wanted to 
get used to them either for that matter - although I didn’t share 
that thought with anyone else. So I did what kids do and pushed 
food round my plate, dropped the odd thing on the floor, hid things 
I didn’t want to eat in a napkin or under a bread roll or a lemon 
wedge and just enjoyed the flavourful rice! 
 Much has changed in the last 50 years beyond my taste for 
paella! The world has altered beyond recognition. International 
travel has become commonplace and affordable (although one 
wonders how Covid-19 will change that). We have restaurants 
and take-aways for every type of cuisine and the supermarkets 
are stocked with shelves and fridges laden with strange looking 
produce from around the globe for our culinary pleasure. Alleluia! 
 On a personal note I no longer feel intimidated by (nor the need to 
out stare) a prawn and my tastes unsurprisingly changed when I hit 
double digits! I grew to love paella. It is an absolute pleasure cooking 
this easy peasy recipe for my family and watching them dive in chatting 
away happily as I put the dish on the table. That said, I think my girls 
might have something to say if I told them that they ought to be ‘seen 
and not heard’! I’m pretty sure that I would get short shrift and warned 
that I am infringing one of their inherent human rights! 

CHICKEN AND CHORIZO PAELLA
Ingredients   Serves 4-6 
2 cloves of garlic 
1 onion 
1 carrot 
15g flat leaf parsley 
70g from a chorizo ring 

26



2 skinless boneless chicken thighs 
Olive oil 
1-1½ teaspoon sweet smoked paprika 
1 red pepper 
1 tablespoon tomato puree 
1 chicken stock cube + 750 ml boiling water- but if you have some 
decent other chicken or fish stock then use that 
300g Paella rice 
100g frozen peas 
200g prawns - with or without the steely eyes - whichever you prefer! 
1 lemon 

Method
1. Peel and finely slice the garlic. Peel and roughly chop the onion 

and carrot. Finely chop the parsley stalks then cut the chicken 
thighs into about 1½ cm pieces. Cut the chorizo into pieces 
slightly smaller than the chicken.

2. Put a lug of olive oil in a big lidded shallow casserole (or paella 
pan, of course!). Place over medium heat and add the onion, 
garlic, carrot, parsley stalks, chicken, chorizo and paprika. Fry 
for about 5 minutes stirring regularly. 

3. Deseed and chop the pepper into 1½ cm chunks and add to 
the pan for a further 5 minutes. 

4. Stir through the tomato puree and crumble in the stock cube if 
using. Add the rice and stir for a couple of minutes so that the 
rice starts to soak up the lovely flavourful juices. 

5. Pour in the boiling water or stock and add salt and pepper. 
6. Put the lid on, bring to the boil and reduce to a simmer for 15 

minutes stirring regularly from the outside in and from the inside 
out. Add a splash more liquid if needed. 

7. Stir in the prawns and peas, replace the lid and cook for a 
further 5 minutes or until they are hot through and the rice 
cooked. You can of course add some clams or mussels. Make 
it your own. 

8. Season to perfection and sprinkle with the chopped parsley 
leaves. 

9. Serve with lemon wedges, a green salad and lively, 
unsuppressed conversation!

WRITTLE TAPPERS
The group was formed in 2004 following the Writtle Cards 
production of Stepping Out. We decided right back at the beginning 
that we didn’t want the pressure of taking exams and just wanted 
to enjoy tapping. 

Under normal circumstances classes are for: 
Absolute Beginners - those with no experience, or want a 
refresher after tapping as a child prior to moving to the next level 
Beginners - those with some experience who want to expand their 
repertoire 
Intermediate - those with a good knowledge of tap and want to 
challenge themselves with more difficult steps 
Advanced - to be taken in conjunction with the Intermediate class, 
this is designed for those students who wish to include ‘tricks’ into 
their performance and is taken at a faster pace.
Term started on Tuesday 15th September. There are a few changes 
to the class structure this term following Covid-19 and promoting 
safety while dancing. Please contact me for further details. 01245 
469197 or annette.clark.uk@gmail.com

Annette Clark.
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From: Christine Knight cknight.writtle@icloud.com
Subject:

Date: 26 August 2020 at 08:47
To: Christine Knight writtlenews@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

Writtle Tappers Summer Workshop
dancing on the new floor, Christian Centre, 2020.
Photograph by Christine Knight.



MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE, UNLESS 
OTHERWISE STATED
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments. 

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 5th October, 
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 2nd November
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 7th December

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 19th October
Environment  8.15pm Monday 19th October
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 16th November
Executive and Finance 8.15pm Monday 16th November

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
 Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
 Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit

WRITTLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Dear Residents,
Notification of formal consultation on Writtle 
Neighbourhood Plan 
(Regulation 14, Town and Country Planning, 

England, Neighbourhood Planning Regulations) 
Writtle’s Neighbourhood Plan has been developed over the past 
four years by local people and is a result of extensive consultation 
and engagement (including the extensive questionnaire exercise 
completed late 2018). The purpose of the Writtle Neighbourhood 
Plan is to help improve the quality of life and the built and natural 
environment for our community. Importantly, because of the 
extensive input from the local community, it reflects local issues, 
concerns and aspirations. It has very real potential to influence 
change for the better - and more so than any other documents 
prepared before. 
 The next important stage of the plan’s development (known 
as Regulation 14) is to formally consult with you, the community, 
allowing you to make any final comments and suggestions about 
the plan and its policies. This consultation period will run for an eight-
week period between 9th October 2020 and 4th December 2020. 
 Due to the current Covid-19 pandemic and requirement for 
social distancing I would encourage you to review the plan and 
make any comments online via the Neighbourhood Planning page 
of the Parish Council website: 
 https://writtle-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
 The website provides headline information about the policies 
contained in the plan, helpful Q&As and clear guidance on how to 
submit your comments. This summary information will also be on 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtlepc.co.uk 

 

 
 
Another Major Step Forward for the Writtle Neighbourhood 
Plan 
 Please note: This is not the Warren Farm Masterplan or the 
Chelmsford Local Plan 
 
  It may have seemed that we have been quite quiet recently,I am now pleased to 
report that we have received formal confirmation from Chelmsford City Council 
Planners that the  Writtle Parish Neighbourhood Plan will not require the 
preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment ( SEA) or a Habitats and 
Species Assessment ( HSA). This is following consultation with the Environment 
Agency, Historic England and Natural England.  Had we been informed that these 
two technical documents were  necessary, it would have involved a much increased 
workload and slowed our programme considerably. 
 
 A copy of the Chelmsford City Council Screening Report dated 12th August 2020 
is published on the Neighbourhood Plan Section of the Writtle Parish Council 
website We are now able to proceed with a further round of consultation with 
yourselves, known as Regulation 14,  following which we will be able to submit the 
final draft plan to the City Council for the final formal processes necessary to take 
the plan forward towards final adoption. 
 Please see the further notification in this issue of Writtle News advising the dates 
of the Consultation Period, how and where you can view details of the Draft Plan 
and its policies, and how you can respond. 
 
 Best wishes 
 
 Jonathan Weymouth 
 Chair Writtle Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 28



display in Writtle library (and other prominent locations in the village). 
 Alternatively, for anyone who is unable to comment online, we 
are making paper comment forms available. These can be obtained 
by contacting the Parish Office on 01245 420066 / clerk@writtle-
pc.gov.uk. Completed forms must be returned to the Parish Office, 
The Green, Writtle, CM1 3DT. 

Jonathan Weymouth,
Chair, Writtle Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

WRITTLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Another Major Step Forward for the Writtle Neighbourhood 
Plan 
Please note: This is not the Warren Farm Masterplan or the 
Chelmsford Local Plan 
It may have seemed that we have been quite quiet recently. I am 
now pleased to report that we have received formal confirmation 
from Chelmsford City Council Planners that the Writtle Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan will not require the preparation of a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) or a Habitats and Species 
Assessment (HSA). This is following consultation with the 
Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England. Had 
we been informed that these two technical documents were 
necessary, it would have involved a much increased workload and 
slowed our programme considerably. 
 A copy of the Chelmsford City Council Screening Report 
dated 12th August 2020 is published on the Neighbourhood Plan 
Section of the Writtle Parish Council website. We are now able 
to proceed with a further round of consultation with yourselves, 
known as Regulation 14, following which we will be able to submit 
the final draft plan to the City Council for the final formal processes 
necessary to take the plan forward towards final adoption. 
 Please see the further notification in this issue of Writtle News 
advising the dates of the Consultation Period, how and where you can 
view details of the Draft Plan and its policies, and how you can respond. 

Jonathan Weymouth,
Chair, Writtle Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL ‘THANK YOU’ AWARD
One of the reasons that our village is such a great place to live is 
due to the tremendous work done by so many volunteers. This 
has become even more apparent this year with all the restrictions 
imposed due to Covid-19. 
 I am proposing that your Parish Council introduces an annual 
‘Thank You’ award so that everyone in the village is made aware of 
some of these ‘unsung heroes’. 
 Each year we will ask for nominations from Parish Councillors 
and all our parishioners. These will be sent to the Clerk before 
November and the selected person will be announced at the 
December Parish Council meeting. Anyone, excluding Parish 
Councillors, can be nominated. 
 The selected person will receive a small memento from the 
Parish Council and the Chair will write an article in the Writtle News 
summarising the work done by this person and the contribution 
they have made for the benefit of residents in Writtle. 
 I hope you will support this new venture. 

Chris Hibbitt, Chair Writtle Parish Council.

WRITTLE WEATHER, AUGUST 2020 
On Saturday 15th August, very heavy rain and thunder brought 
flooding to many roads in Writtle and Chelmsford. This followed 
a very dry spell with little rain and high temperatures resulting in a 
heatwave with six consecutive days being over 30°C and several 
nights when the temperature didn’t fall below 20°C. 
 The rain came as a relief to all on the 15th but 2.25 ins (c.57mm) 
of rain was recorded at the Writtle weather station, which was 
the highest in the country for that day. It was reported that 1.6ins 
(40mm) had fallen in just one hour, the total being as much as the 
average rainfall for the month. 
 This brings back memories for me as I recorded a similar 
downpour of 2.7ins (68mm) on 22nd August 1987. At the time this 
was the highest total recorded in one day at Writtle since records 
began in 1941. 
 It was one of the worst storms in living memory, which started 
about 3.30pm in the afternoon. Roads turned to rivers, buildings 
flooded and emergency services were stretched to their limits in 
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dealing with hundreds of 999 calls. 
 Memories of that day remain fresh for one Writtle family. It was 
their daughter’s wedding day, and by mid-afternoon the skies 
had darkened with thunder and lightning, and huge hailstones 
began to fall. The bride could not get into Writtle Church as the 
previous wedding had not been able to leave, and once the service 
did commence the beating of the rain and hail on the roof was 
deafening. There were even problems for the reception as the 
road to Margaretting was underwater, and when eventually all the 
guests arrived at Furze Hill there was a power cut which did not 
help the caterers. 
 Although 68mm had fallen at Writtle, this was not the most 
intense rainfall recorded. This honour goes to July 26th 1941 when 
3.9in (99mm) fell in just 2 hours.

Wendy Hibbitt.

THUNDERSTORM ON SATURDAY 15TH AUGUST 2020 
Our local weather made the national headlines on Saturday 15th 
August when a month’s worth of rain - 2 inches - fell over Writtle 
in just under two hours. It’s not often that Writtle is specifically 
mentioned on the national weather forecasts, but on the 6.00pm 
television and radio bulletins our village was highlighted on both 
BBC1 and Radio 4, with the presenter saying that “Over 40mm of 
rain has fallen in Writtle in the space of just one hour - and that is 
enough to cause some flash flooding”. 
 In fact, the official measurement for the full duration of the storm 
over the Chelmsford and Writtle area was 53mm, as recorded at 
the Writtle Weather Station (WMO 99127). Again, this was featured 
on BBC television by the weatherman on the BBC1 Look East 
programme the following day. In the Pegg garden, we were pleased 
to see that our rain gauge was giving us an accurate reading - as 
the photograph shows. But although our gardens did need some 
welcome rain, we would have preferred a less damaging downpour, 
which caused so many of us the problems of a major clear-up. 

Peter Pegg.
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1st WRITTLE GUIDES

On 8th March 2021, 1st Writtle Guides are 100 years old. It’s 
incredible to think how many girls have passed through the unit 
and how many leaders the unit has produced. Sadly, we won’t 
be able to celebrate as we had planned due to the uncertainty of 
Covid-19, but we will when we can. Guiding has come a long way 
since those early days, and we are proud to be part of it. 
 In the last few months we have had a full and varied programme. 
We had a sleepover at Danbury Scout Centre, with a cookout 
and went geocaching on Danbury Common. The War Memorial 
was beautifully cleaned, ready for Remembrance Parade and we 
picked rubbish. We had a really informative workshop on dementia 
and the guides became Dementia Friends. 
 In October we had an amazing sleepover on the Golden Hinde, 
going back in time and learning about life on the ship, how to load 
cannons, how the ship functioned and how to live and eat as crew. 
The actors on the ship made it feel so real and we had to wear 
costumes. We had a CSI come to our ‘Guidewoods Who Dunnit’ 
weekend and worked out who killed the actor, using fingerprinting, 
analysing statements and looking at the crime scene clues. We 
also learnt about the Dickin medal and how the animals helped and 
committed acts of bravery during the war. We carved pumpkins 
for Halloween and made Christmas bags and edible gifts for the 
Link Club. We saw Frozen 2 at the pictures and took part in the 
Christmas Tree Festival and craft fayre. Dawn Wood, who was the 
second fastest woman to cross the Atlantic on her own in a rowing 
boat, came to talk to us. She was very inspiring. She did it to raise 
awareness and money for plastic pollution. 
 We’re looking forward to getting back to face-to-face meetings 
and activities resuming, but in the meantime, we’ll be meeting on 
Zoom. 

Nikki Bird, Leader, 1st Writtle Guides.

Continued on page 32.
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SCRUFFY AND CRAZY BIRD 
Scruffy and Crazy Bird are two 
Blackbirds who live in a Writtle 
garden and don’t have a problem 
dominating the local area. They 

certainly live up to their names. 
 Scruffy looks as if he’s been through a wringer and is very tatty 
with some greyish feathers hanging out of his chest and back. His 
partner, Crazy Bird, is just that - absolutely crazy - because she has 
no fear or it may be no common sense. 
 Most of the time Scruffy keeps a low profile and just appears on 
the garden fence from time to time. But Crazy Bird is different, she 

thinks that she owns everything in the local area and is oblivious to 
the danger to her safety from cats or dogs. 
 “You’ll get yourself killed if you are not careful”, warned Scruffy. 
 “I’m fine”, replied Crazy Bird. “You worry too much”. 
 Then she flew into a garden where a cat called Amber lives. 
Amber has a kennel in her garden which contains a bowl of cat 
biscuits - just as a light snack for her to enjoy during the day. 
Crazy Bird has become addicted to the cat biscuits and puts her 
life at risk to steal them. For example, without a sideways glance, 
Crazy Bird will wander in and out of the kennel with her beak full of 
biscuits - all the time being watched by Amber who is only a cat’s 
length away from her. 
 “l can’t believe my eyes”, Amber said to herself. “The cheek of 
that bird is unbelievable”. 
 When Amber’s guardian discovered what Crazy Bird was up to 
she stopped putting cat biscuits into the kennel. She thought that 
Crazy Bird could be trapped inside the kennel if Amber felt like a bit 
of hunting. 
 “I need my daily fix of cat biscuits”, Crazy Bird said to Scruffy. “I 
can’t live without them”. 
 “You need to be careful or the cat biscuits will be the death of 
you”, replied Scruffy. “I don’t know what you like about them. Bird 
food, snails and worms are so much better for you”. 
 “Nah, I’m going to search for those biscuits”, said Crazy Bird. “I 
won’t stop searching until I find them again”.
 After a while Crazy Bird discovered a dish of cat biscuits outside 
the kitchen door - after all, Amber shouldn’t be penalised for bird 
behaviour. So, Crazy Bird marched up to the door every morning 
and stole some biscuits. 
 As time passed Crazy Bird’s behaviour became more brazen - 
she ignored all risks in her desire to eat cat biscuits. When Amber’s 
dish was empty and the back was door open, Crazy Bird would 
march into the kitchen demanding the biscuits. That approach 
usually worked and the surprised cat guardian gave Crazy Bird her 
much loved biscuits. 
 It’s true to say that some birds are cool, while others are just 
crazy. 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 
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1st Writtle Guides on the Golden Hind.
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FYFIELD 
Ongar CM5 0NS
Tel: 01277 899464

THERE'S SO MUCH MORE

IN YOUR LOCAL 
COUNTRY STORE

 

 

 ernestdoeshop.com

click &collect

ED1285 Fyfield Autumn Ad V1.qxp_Layout 1  02/09/2019  16:43  Page 1
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www.beresfordsgroup.co.uk

Property professionals since 1968

Writtle’s only estate agent

Residential Sales:
Writtle (01245) 420880

Country Homes:
Chelmsford (01245) 397475

Residential Lettings:
Chelmsford (01245) 500666

Offices throughout Essex and into
Central and Greater London.
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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WWrriittttllee  BBaatthhrroooommss  

&&  KKiittcchheennss  
Peter Lambell,  Sawney Brook,  Writtle 

    07973 410794 / 01245 421402

Full Covid-19 protective measures 
and social distancing strictly observed 

General Plumbing also undertaken
Tiling, Flooring, Underfloor heating 

References available 

W: writtlebathrooms.co.uk
EE::  wwrriittttlleebbaatthhrroooommss@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 
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M.O.T’s while yOu waiT, by appOinTMenT 
Opening hours; 

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am – 11:00am 

 
Forecourt Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Offering newspapers and a selection of  your essential needs 
 

2-4 Lordship Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3EH 
Suzanne Earthy suzanne@prestons.skoda.co.uk Financial Director 
Richard Preston richard@prestons.skoda.co.uk Service Manager 

Ian Warnock ian@prestons-Ssangyong.co.uk  Car Sales 
Tel:- 01245 420262 

 
 

PRESTONS GARAGE 
Family Business Est. Since1919 

 

Your local, reliable garage; happy to work on all makes of  cars.  Fully qualified 
and experienced technicians and staff  ready to help and advise you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SKODA APPROVED 
AFTERSALES 

SSANGYONG 
MAIN DEALER 

www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappyy  IInn  tthhee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff  
WWrriittttllee  aatt  TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CCeennttrree  

FFoorr  AAllll  YYoouurr  JJooiinntt,,  MMuussccllee  aanndd  SSppoorrttss  
IInnjjuurryy  NNeeeeddss..  

IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseeee  aa  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt,,  aa    
ccaarriinngg  aanndd  ssaaffee  wweellccoommee  aawwaaiittss  yyoouu..    
TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  

mmee  oonn  
0077997733  557755994444  

                                                            
HHeeaatthheerr  CCootttteeee..  BBSScc;;  MMCCSSPP;;  MMMMAACCPP..  
Chartered Physiotherapist registered with 
The Health and Care Professions Council. 

 

The Physiotherapy Clinic is 
open again and ready to offer 
you relief from all your aches 
and pains,  with all measures 
in place to make your visit 
Covid-19 safe.  
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Lee Sullivan 
• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
• Committed to professional, quality workmanship 
• Skilled, Cost-effective & Dependable Service 
• References Available 
• Fully Insured 

33 Rectory Road Writtle  |  lapd.essex@gmail.com  | www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Landline: 01245 422829 
 Mobile: 0797 1003423 
 
Lee Sullivan t/a LAPD | Est. 1990 |‘to protect & preserve’ 
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46 Wilshire Avenue, Springfield
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6QW

PAINTING, DECORATING, CARPENTRY
PLASTIC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

BUILT-UP FLAT ROOFING & GENERAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01245 493823
Mobile: 07725 111337

Email: daryn_johnson27@hotmail.com
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 Toenail Cutting Service 
              In your home   

        Toenail trim              -          £20 

            Toes and fingernails   -          £25 

    Previous experience working for a National Charity  

                    DBS checked / Fully insured 

          Please call Ian – 07808 660709 

 

 

 

 



THE PUZZLE
I have no doubt many of our readers have tried reading and 
understanding poems etc. written by many of our greatest poets 
but find it very difficult, so I thought I would try to write a poem for 
the Writtle News. 

Tree planting has a long going future,
As you will find it is a continuing task,
But Writtle seems not to accept this fixture,
By wearing what would be termed a full face mask. 

But I can add to this ever changing picture,
Informing you of an ongoing battle,
You may not have noticed in its full scripture,
That some 150 Oak trees have started to rattle.

Not planted by the Parish to help the future,
But by our many squirrels in our mantle,
On the Chase Allotment see a further picture,
Of our squirrels hiding their winter feed.
These acorns will then germinate if missed,
With warming sun and fertile seed,
The resulting Oak trees can not be dismissed.

Another larger area that has succeeded,
This area planted with Oak by our squirrel pests,
An old college orchard by Sustrans Track,
Behind Lordship Farm, an orchard left to rest,
But now taken over by our squirrel pack,
Many Oaks have survived this test,
So to take up any environmental slack,
Can they leave us to do the rest.

Having attempted this task, I much more understand what is 
involved. There is something I have not captured and never will I 
suspect. 

Derek Cooley.

53

L. C. MASON T/A
WRITTLE LANDSCAPES

HARD LANDSCAPING   PATIOS   DRIVES
WALLS   FENCING   LAWNS (TURF & SEED)
TEL: 01245 420390   OR   07802 209173

Kim Fish Bookkeeping 
07795 686868 

We now have space to take on more clients 
General Accounts, CIS, VAT, PAYE 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
 



ASSISTANCE
Emergency number only: Ambulance, Fire, Police 999 or 112
Fire non-emergency: 0300 3030088
Chelmsford Counselling Foundation: (formerly Writtle Pastoral 

Foundation): 42 Cedar Avenue, Chelmsford 284890
Chelmsford Home Start: Voluntary home visiting for young families 

under stress: Chelmsford 264047
Chelmsford Community Transport: 477750
Citizens Advice Bureau: Burgess Well House, Coval Lane, 

Chelmsford CM1 1JE - Advice Line 01245 205656 
- Main Line 01245 205605

Marriage Guidance Council: 79 Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford 258680 (am)

Mobile Customer Information Services Team: 01245 606891
N.H.S. Direct: 111 
Ambulance: Essex Ambulance Service & NHS Trust 01245 443344
Police: Police Chelmsford can be contacted by telephone on 101
Parking Wardens: 01245 606626 or 01245 606710
RELATE: 47 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 258680 ext. 485950
Samaritans: In distress or despair? - Ring Chelmsford 116123
Talking Newspaper: contact Pat on Chelmsford 354079

LOCAL FACILITIES
Christian Centre: email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 

07949 060567 contact name: Andrew Brewster
Doctors’ Surgery: 421205
Hylands School: 266766
Library: Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm open by volunteers 

1pm-5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm, Thursday 1pm-5pm, 
Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm. Renewals/enquiries 
0345 603 7628

Pharmacy: 422357
The Beryl Platt Centre: 420676

Village Hall: Booking Secretary: Wendy Risdon 07394 663636; 
email: writtlevillagehall@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Roger Bailey: 421508

The Writtle Dental Surgery: NHS & Private 421781
Walk-in Hearing Help Session: 9.30-10.30, 

3rd Thursday of the month, Parish Council Offices: 348440
Writtle College: 424200
Writtle Archives: Wendy Hibbitt 421265
Writtle Community Care: Mick Townley 07704 603271
Writtle County Infants School: 420963.
Writtle County Junior School: 420592
Writtle Green Pre-School: Val Wilson 07950 944612
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 420332
 Small sided artificial pitch bookings: Lisa Bailey 07979 427938
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 432332 after 8pm. 

4G multi-use games court bookings: Sherry Paterson 
writtle4gbookings@gmail.com / 01245 443025. 
Hall Booking Secretary: Sherry Patterson 
hallhire@writtlesportsandsocialclub.co.uk / 01245 443025

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Member of Parliament: Kemi Badenoch (Saffron Walden 

Constituency) Tel: 02072191943
County Councillor: John Aldridge 421524
City Councillors: Tim Roper 421977, Malcolm Watson 422808
Parish Councillors: Clerk: Lauretta Fox, 420066
 North Ward: Sue Bell 07866 239043, Ralph Bray 422460, 

Andrew Carter 422232, Paul Costello 07841 342972, 
Chris Hibbitt 421265, Thomas Kinloch 763720, 
Renato Schmid 420866 and Wendy Walker 420147.

 South Ward: Sue Emery 420297, Peter Cracknell 421392, 
Louise Gannicott 422962, Sandra Massey, Ian Nicholls 07791 
832894, John Rayner 07767 607210  

WRITTLE DIRECTORY
Writtle News website: http://www.essexinfo.net/writtle-news   Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

Please inform the Editor if an entry in this Directory needs updating or removing
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Conservative Party: Sec: Summer Sands 01799 506349, The Old 
Armoury, 3 Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JN

Liberal Democratic Party: Stephen Robinson 423084

SPORTS CLUBS
Chelmsford Croquet Club: Chairman: David Bateson 442291
Gym Club: Coz Yates 420393
Writtle Badminton Club: Paul & Ann Norris 283632
Writtle Bowling Club: Hon. Sec: Mrs Wendy Harvey 01245 421608
Writtle Carpet Bowls Club: Sec: Heather Bourdon 07826 559257
Writtle Cricket Club: Hon. Sec: Mike Faulconbridge, 601138; 

mobile 07746 290947
Writtle Darts Club: Hon. Sec: Dave Elliott 420015
Writtle Football Club: Hon. Sec: Paul Gallacher 353023
Writtle Minors F.C.: Chairman: Matt Soden 07847 327622; 

Sec: Alistair Patient, 07979 648626
Writtle Table Tennis Club: Hon Sec: Mathew Brown, 07814 323611
Writtle Tennis Club: Sec: Mrs Sue Emery Chelmsford 420297

ORGANISATIONS
All Saints Bell Ringers: ‘Tower Captain’, Andrew Brewster 421166
All Saints Church Choir:
Brownie & Rainbow Waiting List: girlguidingessexne.org.uk/

Join+Us/
Chelmsford Marquetry Group: Margaret Bonnett 420415
Chelmsford Morris Dancing: Celia Kemp 263753
Chess Club: Chairman: Ivor Smith 421193
Friends of Writtle Parish Church: 422846
Garden & Allotment Society: Chairman: John Rouse, 421350 

Secretary: Bob Harvey, 421608
Guides: 1st Writtle: Mrs Nikki Bird nikki.bird@gmx.co.uk
 3rd Writtle: Mrs Margaret Loster 420958
 Zodiac Rangers: Mrs Josie Mullender 630190
Heritage Writtle: Membership Sec: Mr Dave Stock 421515
Heron Bridge Club: Sec: Angela Cheek 462412
National & Folk Dance Centre: Annette Clark 469197

Parents Association (Infants School): School number 420963
Parents Association (Junior School): 420592
Photographic Society: Peter Graves 421240 Chris Bell 421482
Red Cross: Welfare Office, 200 London Road, Chelmsford 490090
St. John Ambulance: Loan of Medical Comforts: 625678
Sequence Dance Club: Mr D Card 440730
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (6-14 yrs): Mr Andrew King 421431
The Crafty Sew and Sew Club: Tracy King 07731 120338; 

Suzanne Earthy 422089 or 07892 716805
Explorer Scouts (14-18 yrs): Mr Nick King 421431
WEA: Sec: Anita Curtis 420365
W.I. (Evening): Mrs Mavis Awcock 422668
Writtle Art Group: Lin Wells 352082
Writtle Bridge Circle: Sandy Smith 443096
Writtle Cards (Drama Group): Daniel Curley 07743 322209
Writtle Community Association: Longmeads, 

12-14 Redwood Drive, 420676
Writtle Handbell Ringers: Mrs A. Bailey 421508
Writtle International Scooter Collective: Contact - Ozzie Burrows 

07973 781765
Writtle Manor Football: Sec: Barry Long 420558
Writtle Relief-in-Need Charity: Clerk: Mrs Christine Aldridge 421524
Writtle Sewing Club: Angela Robinson, 07549 184636; 

Catherine Jones, 07730 611687
Writtle Singers: Chairperson: Mr. Steven Clews, 01277 218790
Writtle Tappers (Adult Tap Class): Annette Clark 469197
Writtle Wives: Leader Mrs Barbara Cooley, 420854
Writtle News Policy Board: Chairman John Aldridge 421524; 
 Parish Council: Andrew Carter 422232; 
 PCC: Mike Rose 420946; 
 Catholics Nora Smith; CA: Peter Smith 421587; 
 Garden & Allotment Society: John Rouse 421350;
 Village Hall Committee: Peter Pegg 420200

Designed and printed by Simmons Printers, Bilton Road, 
Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford CM1 2UJ - 01245 352480
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Duckling. The main attraction, Wear Pond, 2020.
Photograph by Christine Knight.
Please see pages 6-7.


