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WRITTLE NEWS 240
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2021

WRITTLE NEWS PRODUCTION TEAM

EDITOR: Christine Knight (420045) 
Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

ADVERTISING: Wendy Kateley (420998)
TREASURER: Anne Pegg (420200)
DISTRIBUTION: Mary Steadman (421467)

Copy for Issue 241 (email: writtlenews@gmail.com 
or typed) to Christine Knight, (420045) 

by noon on 1st March 2021 
Advertisements to Wendy Kateley by 1st March 2021

B&W Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £12.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £22.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £35.00 per issue
Whole page £65.00 per issue

Colour Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £16.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £30.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £50.00 per issue
Whole page £90.00 per issue

Advert Sizes (Type area only)
1⁄8 page 30mm x 90mm
1⁄4 page 60mm x 90mm
1⁄2 page 132.5mm x 90mm
W/page 132.5mm x 190mm

If you wish to change 
your advertisement, 
will you please put 
it in writing. Please 
note that opinions 
expressed in articles in this 
magazine are not necessarily 
the views of the Editor and 
production team.
The Editor reserves the right 
in her discretion to amend or 
abbreviate articles for reasons 
of space and to refuse to 
accept material which in her 
opinion may be regarded as 
offensive or inappropriate.

ONCE IT’S IN WRITTLE NEWS IT’S ALL ROUND THE 
VILLAGE DELIVERED TO 2,600 DOORS!

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
To place an advert or to update your black and white advert to 
colour, please contact Wendy Kateley on 01245 420998. Please 
email art work for all new b/w and colour adverts to: writtlenews@
gmail.com   Thank you.

Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com
Writtle News website: 
http://www.writtlenews.byck.co.uk

NOTICE
Due to Covid 19 issues there may be a delay in the distribution 
of this February/March Writtle News, a delay similar to that we 
accepted in 2020, but it will still go online at the appropriate 
time. 
 The Writtle News website will also change in May 2021. As 
yet we are not in possession of the new website address, so 
to access the new address online, try typing in ‘Writtle News 
magazine’. 
 We will publish the new website in the April/May edition of 
the Writtle News.
 Many thanks,

Christine Knight, Editor.
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH
FROM THE VICAR
It’s difficult to know what to write just now as it’s late December 
and this will be getting to you in the New Year. Covid Christmas 
will have been and gone, Covid vaccinations will have begun, the 
muted Christmas and New Year celebrations will be a memory... 
 What have been your significant memories of 2020? What did 
you learn? What did you lose? Did you gain anything? How have 
you grown as a person? Sometimes these can be questions we 
just toss around in our heads, or over a drink with some friends and 
they can feel inconsequential. But they’re actually pretty deep and 
significant and worth considering as we begin a New Year. 
 I have a dim memory of an old story that I can’t quite remember 
exactly, but it goes something like this. In a country far, far away 
a traveller was going from here to there and after many weeks of 
crossing unknown territory that left her weary, came upon a walled 
town. In the wall was a gate, and the traveller stopped at the gate 
and knocked on it as loudly as she could. Above the gate was a 
gatekeeper who poked his head out of the window to see who had 
disturbed his afternoon nap. He called down to the traveller, “Who 
are you, where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 These are good questions, don’t you think? The answers will 
give the gatekeeper an idea of who is wanting to enter his town. 
But they also confront the traveller with considering her life, and 
that it is more than just that moment of banging on the door. 
 As we consider the year just gone it has been a strange one for 
us all, and this New Year is likely to continue with uncertainty as the 
effectiveness of the Covid vaccine is yet unknown from a societal 
level; the economy is still undergoing massive upheaval; Brexit and 
our relationship with the EU will be a new step. 
 “Who are you, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” They are good questions for us to consider at the 
beginning of a New Year. Why not take a few minutes each day for 
the rest of this month to ask yourself those questions?
 I wish you all a very happy New Year, and may you know God’s 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH

PRIEST IN CHARGE: The Rev’d Tony Cant   
 631078

CHURCHWARDENS: Margaret Bruce 699782 
 Tony Ripton 07799 690559 
Email: writtleallsaints@gmail.com, 
website: www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk

PCC SECRETARY: Andrew Brewster 
Email: secretary@allsaintswrittle.co.uk

PARISH OFFICE: Closed during the current pandemic, 
 please contact the Churchwardens

CHRISTIAN CENTRE BOOKINGS:  
Email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 
Phone: 07949 060567; 
 Contact: Andrew Brewster

All Sunday services are at 10.00 am. 
For details please check the All Saints Calendar.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE 
Preliminary arrangements should be made through Margaret 
Bruce 699782

PASTORAL VISITS AND HOME COMMUNION 
Requests for sick or hospital visits or to receive Holy 
Communion at home, may be made by contacting our 
Pastoral Assistant Hazel Kempton; 
Email: pastoral.writtleallsaints@gmail.com 
Or telephone Margaret Bruce 699782
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peace, warmth, love and kindness in your lives as you journey on - 
even when you’re feeling weary. 

Rev Tony.

ALL SAINTS CALENDAR
JANUARY 
31st  Presentation of Christ in the Temple - Candlemas 
 10.00am Joint service at St. Michael and All Angels - 
  Roxwell (no service at Writtle)

FEBRUARY 
7th  Second Sunday before Lent (1st)
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
14th  Sunday next before Lent (2nd) 
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
17th  Ash Wednesday
 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service
21st  First Sunday of Lent (3rd)
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
28th  Second Sunday of Lent (4th) 
 10.00am Service without Holy Communion

MARCH 
7th  Third Sunday of Lent (1st) 
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
14th  Fourth Sunday of Lent (2nd) - Mothering Sunday
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
21st  Fifth Sunday of Lent (3rd)
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Holy Communion Service
28th  Palm Sunday (4th)
 8.00am Online Holy Communion on YouTube
 10.00am Family Service

29th  Monday of Holy Week
  Services to be arranged for this week (please  
  watch website www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk for details)

APRIL 
4th  Easter Sunday (1st) 
 10.00am  Family Holy Communion

Please note that this calendar is applicable when we are allowed to 
hold services in church, otherwise all services will be conducted on 
YouTube until further notice. They will be at 10.00am on Sundays 
and Thursdays. Further information can be found on our website - 
www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk

FILM NIGHT 2021 AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH
PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY! 

Friday 12th March at 7.30pm
John Howden is pleased to announce that All Saints Church 
is holding its latest MOVIE NIGHT and would be delighted to 

see you all there. 

FILM NIGHT 2021 at All Saints Church 

PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY!  Friday 12 March at 7.30 

John Howden is pleased to announce that All Saints Church is holding its latest MOVIE 
NIGHT and would be delighted to see you all there.   

 

• Some of the best amateur films from 2020.   
• The first public showing of three films made about the Pandemic.  

• Local interest including ‘Prestons’  
• The Premiere of ‘Not the Christmas Tree Festival’.   

• And much more. 
• Donations are invited in aid of All Saints Church. 

If we are still required to socially distance there will be a booking system,  
watch out for details. 

A word of warning, this event will take place only if the current 
restrictions allow us.  

 

• Some of the best amateur films from 2020. 
• The first public showing of three films made about the 

Pandemic. 
• Local interest including ‘Prestons’ 
• The Premiere of ‘Not the Christmas Tree Festival’. 
• And much more. 
• Donations are invited in aid of All Saints Church. 

If we are still required to socially distance there will be a 
booking system, watch out for details. 

A word of warning, this event will take place only if the 
current restrictions allow us. 
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WRITTLE OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2020 

A big thank you goes to everyone who put trees and decorations 
in their gardens and windows at Christmas. The village sparkled 
and lots of people enjoyed evening walks when they could admire 
the lights. The Christmas Tree Festival team organised a little 
competition and we had 46 entries. The winners were the Durrant 
family at 40, Paradise Road, the East family at 31, Little Meadow 
and the Field family at 66, Ongar Road. Donations from entrants 
and many other people amounted to just under £1,500 which was 
a splendid amount and will go towards church funds.
 Thank you again to everyone - hoping to seeing you back in the 
church in December 2021. 

Alison Woollard and the Christmas Tree Festival team.
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First Prize: Durrant family, 40 Paradise Road.
Outdoor Christmas Tree,
All Saints Christmas Tree Festival, 2020.

Second Prize: East family, 31 Little Meadow.
Outdoor Christmas Tree,
All Saints Christmas Tree Festival, 2020.



WRITTLE INFANT SCHOOL
Dear everyone,
At the time of writing we are experiencing a very 
different Christmas. Sadly, due to the Covid 
situation we are unable to have parents in school 
nor classes mixing for celebrations. We have 
filmed our Christmas plays for parents and have 
decorated the school as much as possible for 

the children to enjoy. We have collected for Barnardos and the 
British Heart Foundation charities from parents. 
 Since we returned in September we have had many procedures 
in place to be Covid safe, including different pick up and drop off 
times for each year group, children eating lunch in their classrooms 
and playing in separate areas of the playground. We renew our very 
comprehensive risk assessment every two weeks. We look forward 
to being able to be together again and also renewing our links with 
the local community.
 We really enjoy being an open school with parents visiting for 
lots of events and in class activities and we look forward to being 
able to do this again. I am very lucky with the commitment of our 
staff who have to undertake tasks such as cleaning throughout the 
school day. 
 However, what gets us through is the children and we are so 
impressed with how they have coped with the changes. 

Stay safe everyone. Helen Castell.
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Third Prize:
Field family, 66 Ongar Road.

Outdoor Christmas Tree,
All Saints Christmas
Tree Festival, 2020.

 

 TEL 07858 990931   OR   WRITTLECARDS@HOTMAIL.CO.UK  

Writtle CARDS proudly present 

‘DREAM HOUSE’ 
  

The world premiere of a brand new comedy drama 
written and directed by Jerry Thomas. 

This bitter-sweet comedy takes a humorous look at modern, 
crowded family life. Lots of twists, laughs and breakfast cereal! 

 
Thursday 24th, Friday 25th and Saturday 26th April  

June at 8:00pm. 
Writtle Village Hall 

 
 

Tickets are £9.00 and are available at 
 writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk or contact our box office on  

07858 990931  



EPIPHANY AND THE YEAR AHEAD
I love words and ‘epiphany’ is a favourite word of mine. In a 
Christian sense, it names a great January liturgical feast, namely 
the moment when the three wise men, bearing gifts, appearing 
from the East, arrive looking for the baby Jesus to worship him. To 
find the child who is true God and true Man. 
 ‘Epiphany’ in its secular, dictionary definition, complements the 
religious meaning, and always seems like a thrilling word. Here’s 
one definition: ‘A sudden realisation about the nature or meaning 
of something’. 
 To realise the meaning of something - my life, my gifts, an 
illness, a death, an ordinary day - that’s huge. It’s a delicious word, 
this revelation about the very nature of something. 
 ‘Epiphany’ is a good reminder, a good word, a good experience 
to carry us through this new year. 
 How many epiphanies do we really experience in life? There are 
times in life when we feel we know quite a bit and aren’t necessarily 
open to the world-shattering nature of epiphany. 
 This certainty strikes different people at different times. The late 
teenage years affect some that way. We’ve got it all figured out, 
until we start university or a job, and all the new information blows 
away all our certainty.
 “I’ve seen that.” “I know all about that.” “I’ve been there once, 
and I don’t need to go again.” 
 I’ve known a few older people - me included - who simply 
aren’t looking for any more epiphanies. Been there, done that, got 
the T-shirt ... Ho hum. 
 All of us are susceptible, at any age, to getting in a rut and 
not keeping our eyes open to the epiphany that may surprise us 
around the next corner. All of us can be reluctant, and sometimes 
with reason, to saddle up our camels and follow some distant star. 
 January bought with it a cascade of New Year’s resolutions, 
including “I’m going to lose 10 pounds,” “I will start exercising,” “I 
will remember to call my mother more often,” “I will never leave the 
house with my bed unmade”… How about just resolving to keep 
our eyes open for the next epiphany God sends? Perhaps to have 
an open heart to the greatest epiphany of all, that we are called to 
become saints. 

178 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0AR
Telephone: (01245) 352898

Abbot Hugh Allan   BA(OPraem)

SATURDAYS
9.00am at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
SUNDAYS
9.00am, 12 noon, 7.00pm.
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
10.30am at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
WEEKDAYS
8.00am at St. Philip’s Priory, New London Road
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30pm and Fridays 9.30am at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
7.00am, 9.30am, 12.30pm and 7.00pm. All at Our Lady 
Immaculate Church, New London Road
7.30pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
CONFESSIONS
11.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
5.30pm to 6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue, 
Moulsham Lodge
BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES
By appointment
THE PARISH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
116 Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford. 
Parish Priest Fr. Paul Cracknell   Tel: 354256
MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm
Sun: 9.30am & 11.30am

PARISH OF OUR LADY IMMACULATE
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WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL

18, The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3DU
Secretary: Wendy Risdon, Tel: 07394 663636

Email: writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com

VILLAGE HALL NOTICE

Due to the recent lockdown
with regard to Covid-19, please note that
WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSED

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

Any queries please contact Wendy Risdon
on 07394 663636 or

email writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com

St. Francis of Assisi had a great ‘epiphany’. Like many saints, 
Francis was a party animal as a youth. Perhaps he thought he 
knew it all and yet: 
 “One night, he left the house of a friend and looked up at the 
stars above Assisi. He stood there for a long, long time. He was 
truly in awe of what he saw. He said, ‘If these are the creatures, 
what must the Creator be like?’” 
 May God help each of us to live this year beginning each day 
by asking God for the courage to be open to continuing revelation, 
epiphanies great and small, that God offers in all our lives, so that 
one day we may look upon the face of our Creator and see Him 
face to face. 

Abbott Hugh.
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1ST WRITTLE GUIDES - HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY
8th March 1921 to 8th March 2021 

In 1921, a small-group of girls under the direction of Miss Evelyn 
Roffey of the Manor House and Miss Hodge, decided to start a 
Guide Company in Writtle. It was registered on the 8th March 1921 
and 1st Writtle Guides were officially formed. Their first activities 
included a social evening to raise funds with a Punch and Judy 
Show, competitions, a mystery parcel and refreshments. A grand 
total of 14 pounds and 5 shillings was raised. The Guides met on 
Fridays in the Church Hall or Iron Room as it was affectionately 
known. Every Good Friday, regardless of the weather, they packed 
haversacks with sandwiches and set out on bicycles either to 
Nathans Lane or Lady Grove Woods to pick primroses to decorate 
the Church for Easter. On Easter Sunday, the primroses were 
arranged in pots on the windowsills. 
 We’ve come a long way during those 100 years to where we 
are now, meeting on Zoom for an hour every Friday to keep us 
all safe. Who would have thought that virtual Guiding would be a 
thing? We are still delivering our programme and trying to keep our 
activities interesting until we can meet up again sometime in 2021. 
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1st Writtle Guides.
Adopt photograph of our project, Hylands Park.

Blue Peter. The Guides with crazy hair, Helen and our giant bunting. 



Some of the highlights of our 100 years have included: 
 Taking part in Chelmsford Carnival in the 1920s. 
 We carried on during the war where possible, gave drinks to 

evacuees at Chelmsford Railway station on their way from 
London to the country. 

 Adopt and Cherish - in 1984, we adopted the fishpond at 
Hylands Park, cleaned it out and made it look beautiful - we 
came 3rd - yippee. 

 In 2013 we were on Blue Peter for Comic Relief. Helen Skelton 
came and the crew filmed our baking efforts, wacky hairdos 
and giant bunting. 

 We’ve travelled the World, from Peru to India, Alaska to 
Mongolia, Switzerland to Iceland. Attended Camps and 
Jamborees and met and made loads of Guiding and Scouting 
friends. 

 We’ve had numerous girls obtain their Queens Guide Award, 
BP Challenge Badge and more recently their Guide Gold 
Award. 

 Many of our Guides have gone on to become Adult Leaders. 

Most importantly, 1st Writtle has given new experiences and 
opportunities, fun, and friendship to so many girls. 
 We’re planting the garden around the War Memorial to celebrate 
our birthday, so will let you know how our project develops. 

Nikki Bird, Leader.

If you were ever a member of 1st Writtle Guides, we are doing a 
Memory book and would love to hear yours. Please send or email 
them to Nikki Bird, Donore, Nathans Lane, Writtle CM1 3RF. nikki.
bird@gmx.co.uk - Please include the name you had as a Guide 
and the year.

WRITTLE SINGERS
Like many other choirs all over the country, we have sadly 
had to cancel all our concerts this year. However, despite the 
circumstances we have soldiered on, meeting regularly online 
using Zoom since the beginning of lockdown in March. We were 
fortunate to have access to a vacant building for one very socially-

distanced rehearsal in the autumn before regulations forced us to 
return online. 
 Despite the difficulties, we have been able to rehearse a wide 
variety of music including pieces by Elgar, Quilter, Schütz and 
Bruckner as well as exploring some favourite pieces of music of 
personal significance to choir members. 
 We were delighted to welcome friends and family to our (virtual) 
end of term seasonal session. It was lovely to see the children of 
several members joining in with Away in a Manger and a few other 
favourites before bed-time beckoned! 
 Online rehearsals began again on Monday 4th January 2021. 
We are always pleased to welcome new members; do get in touch 
if you would like to find out more: email info@writtlesingers.org.uk 
or call 07903 904011. 
 We very much hope to be able to rehearse in person and to 
resume concerts later in 2021. 

Sarah Moore.

WEA
The Spring Term courses have started up but the members taking 
part are using Zoom. The topics are ‘Perspectives on Pakistan’ 
with Graham Platts and ‘History of Film’ with James Clark. It is a 
different method of having the lectures but the people taking part 
on the previous subjects expressed how much they had enjoyed 
them. Perhaps for the Autumn term we might finally be able to 
meet together again in the Village Hall. We will keep you in touch 
via the Writtle News.

WI 
We still have not managed to get everyone together for our Monthly 
meetings due to the strictures on the amount of people who can 
meet up in the Village Hall, but we will have to keep our fingers 
crossed that maybe in the Spring we can start up again. Meanwhile, 
the committee have kept members in touch by delivering monthly 
goodie bags and our own newsletters. 
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NATURE NOTES The Scots Pine can often be a very impressive looking tree, usually 
tall and straight trunked and can be 36 metres or so tall. The tops 
are often odd shaped, but this in my opinion adds to their charm. 
It has long grey-green needles. The cones from the female flowers 
form green pointed cones, turning brown over time. 
 The Scots Pine is one of only three true conifer species that 
are native to Great Britain. This pine was widespread in northern 
Scotland, covering large areas some five or six thousand years 
ago. Small areas still remain and form an important habitat for 
some wildlife that is under threat, such as the wild cat, Capercaillie 
and the Pine Marten. 
 The Scots Pine grown throughout most of Europe, from 
Greece, Spain, up to the polar circle and across to Siberia in the 
east. It will tolerate many types of soil and can do well in poor and 
drier soils. Its wood has, in the past, been used for windows, doors 
and wooden railway sleepers. Its resin has also been used in the 
chemical industry in some countries. Carpenters, when using this 
wood, often refer to it as ‘deal’. 
 I remember when youth hostelling in the 1950s, with my wife 
Mary on our B.S.A. Bantam in northern Scotland, stopping to look 
at a beautiful view across the glen to a stand of Scots Pines, and 
standing at the base was a large almost golden coloured stag. 
We have all heard of the saying ‘The monarch of the glen’ and I 
believed that in the view in front of us were two real monarchs - the 
stag standing beneath a wonderful full grown Scots Pine. 
 Writtle has its share of Scots Pines in several areas, including 
Hylands Park, College woodland to the north west of the village 
and, perhaps, some of the best examples can be seen in the area 
of Longmeads House, Ongar Road. 
 Unfortunately, to my knowledge, not many Scots Pines have 
been planted in this area in recent years. A very large garden 
is required, but perhaps the Chelmsford City Council can be 
persuaded to plant more in Hylands Park or Brew House Hoppit 
by the Co-op in Bridge Street. It might be that some local residents 
would be prepared to sponsor a tree, and I would be interested to 
hear from anyone so minded. 
 As I have said, I cannot recall any Scots Pines being planted 
in this area for many years, so perhaps as a test for our present-
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Scots Pine, Redwood Drive.
Photograph by Christine Knight, 2021. 



day skills we could plant one or two in the village. Perhaps Brew 
House Hoppit or, if there is room, in the school’s grounds. It would 
be great for the children to follow up on this grand tree as it grows 
through their lifetime. 
 My tree planting started many years ago in the churchyard of a 
small Suffolk village (Newbourn). I was not very sure of myself then 
and planted the wrong tree in the wrong place (a Canadian Maple), 
not a native tree, and far too big for a small churchyard. The two 
are still there but they tend to dominate the scene. 

David Cooley.

FLAGS FLYING FROM THE CHURCH TOWER
6th Feb Her Majesty The Queen’s Accession Union Flag
19th Feb Birthday of HRH The Duke of York Union Flag
1st March St. David’s Day Union Flag
8th March Commonwealth Day Union Flag
10th March Birthday of HRH The Earl of Wessex Union Flag
17th March St. Patrick’s Day Union Flag

THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE
WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

The Beryl Platt Centre, 12/14 Redwood Drive, Writtle CM1 3LY
01245 420676 / 07787 479228   bookingswca@gmail.com

WCA
What a year 2020 has been for the WCA. With a major move to a 
new building and the effects of COVID-19, it has certainly been one 
to remember. Many people may even still be unaware of our new 
premises, although we hope that this new lockdown will give you 
plenty of time to get out and about and explore the village, finding 
us in Redwood Drive. 
 We are lucky enough to have both the Writtle Green Preschool 
and the Talking Newspapers Charity housed within the building 
and these will continue to operate through the coming months. 
Whilst the rest of the building remains unoperational, the centre is 
being well maintained by the WCA and clean team, who I would 
like to thank for their hard work over the past few months and 
patience with lots of changes to legislation. 
 Once the building is able to be fully operational again we have 
two free evening slots that have become available for classes/clubs: 
Tuesday and Friday. We also still have some daytime availability for 
those looking to hold regular hires and we are taking provisional 
bookings for future events, so please do get in touch if you would like 
us to save a date for you at bookingswca@gmail.com or by telephone 
on 07787 479228. We expect the centre to be very busy and, once 
again, a hub for the community later on in the year and cannot wait to 
welcome you, when the time comes, through our doors.

Kim Fish.
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OUR SUMMER PLACE
By Tim Brooks

Finally, it arrives our summer place 
Secretive and special with emotional space 

Where we are us and meet together 
Hoping it will last, ages and forever 

And whether we are given sunshine or storm 
We know we feel safe, happy and warm 

Our arms reach out and we don’t feel lonely 
It feels natural and loving, I suppose very homely 

With hearts set free from worries and cares 
It’s our special time and not theirs 

And through our eyes shining bright 
We recognise our feelings and know it is right 

It knows no dark clouds and gloomy skies 
The silver linings in abundance and the time; it files 

Blessed with depth and heart felt love 
It’s like a graceful, gliding, peace offering dove 

We are two people who just want to share 
Precious memories and more, in essence to care 

Our hopes, our dreams, all our love 
That summer place shining on us from above 

But does it continue, does it end 
Will we be lovers or just each a friend 

ERIK’S FAVOURITE WALKS
ERIK’S FAVOURITE WALKS - THE SOUTH BOUNDARY
1 Park at London Road / Hylands House entrance car park on Three 

Mile Hill (just through the gates on your right). Walk back to the 
entrance road and then towards the house - take a left grass track 
that keeps inside the park, roughly parallel to the brick boundary 
wall. After 1/2 mile, reach a small kissing gate on your left and the 
Writtle Southern Boundary centenary marker stone on the right. 

2 Exit gate & cross both carriageways to join the tarmac bridleway 
that is almost opposite. Go along the avenue of lime trees, then 
under the railway bridge and besides Killegrews Hall. Eventually 
this brings you to a concrete track near the side of the A12. 

3 Go left for 100 yards and when you reach a ford, take the higher 
embankment path (on right) that leads under the A12. 

4 Turn right and walk parallel to A12. Go left at the field corner. 
Follow this path all the way out to the road. Turn left over the 
humped back bridge and then right into Swan Lane. 

5 Walk this for 1/4 mile, go left at the signpost for Crondon Hall. 
6 After passing Crondon Hall, take the bridleway on left. At the 

end of the wooded section go left (parallel with A12) to reach 
Maldon Road. Turn right over bridge reaching a stile on your 
right and steps down. 

7 Follow footpath to a concrete track, turn left then soon slight 
right at a footpath sign and then slight right to join a bridleway 
along the wood’s edge. After 1/3 mile this forks left through 
trees and uphill to a road. 

8 Turn left to reach the crossroads at London Hill. Go across to 
a well-worn track on the right of Bekeswell Lane. This merges 
with the old race track (white topped posts). Go left on track 
(clockwise) but rejoin Bekeswell Lane (with Mill Hill on your left) 
and continue down to its end where it meets Goats Hall Lane. 

9 Turn right for 50 yards and then left onto a marked footpath 
going downhill between fields. 

10 When you reach houses, turn left along Butts Way. Then turn 
right onto a private track that crosses the River Wid, under the 
railway line and brings you back to A414. Cross and then go 
right to reach Hylands entrance and the car park. 

Hellen Brown.
14
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1942

The beginning of 1942 marked the high point of the Third Reich. 
Europe lay subservient and the Russian campaign had resulted in 
the seizure of vast swathes of territory. The failure to force Britain 
to capitulate seemed to be the only failure on Hitler’s part and that 
was to be rectified by driving the British out of Libya and Egypt and 
gaining control of the vital supply line of the Suez Canal. 
 For both the British and the Axis forces the key to control of the 
supply routes through the Mediterranean was the island of Malta 
with its deep harbour and its command of the relatively narrow 
straits between Europe and North Africa. Henry Brooks had been 
on board the “Penelope” but now found himself manning an anti-
aircraft gun. Day after day the island was pounded by waves of 
enemy planes and with supplies dwindling it seemed only a matter 
of time before it would be impossible to maintain any form of 
defence. Two convoys tried to get through; one was forced back 
and of the other only two out of seventeen merchantmen made it 
to Malta. 
 Henry was then witness to what was, effectively, the relief of 
Malta - the convoy code named Operation Pedestal. A convoy 
of fourteen merchant ships protected by two battleships, four 
aircraft carriers, seven cruisers and around fifty other ships ran the 
gauntlet of the most sustained and ferocious attack by German 
and Italian planes, E boats and submarines. By the time the convoy 
approached Malta nine of the merchant ships had been sunk as 
were many of the Navy’s ships including the aircraft carrier “Eagle”. 
 On the 15th August, Henry saw the last survivors of the convoy 
arriving at Valletta Harbour. The tanker “Ohio” had withstood being 
struck by bombs, having two stricken German planes crashing 
onto her deck and then a torpedo strike. With two destroyers 
lashed to her sides to keep her afloat and another two ships fore 
and aft and with a protective ring of minesweepers around her the 
“Ohio”, her back broken and with great rents in her hull and deck, 
limped into harbour with her precious load of oil. Henry said it was 
the most amazing sight he had ever seen. That marked the high 
point of the Axis attacks and shortly afterwards Henry was back on 
the water aboard the minesweeper “Beryl”. 

A sea voyage was also the next stage of Zosia’s journey. The Poles 
expelled from Russia sailed across the Caspian Sea. The ship 
was overcrowded but was positively luxurious compared to their 
last water-borne transport. They disembarked in Pahlavi in Persia 
where her mother got a job in a kitchen whilst Zosia stayed with the 
other children from the orphanage. They went to Isfahan and were 
then accommodated in what was said to be the gardens of the 
Shah of Persia; she describes it as a beautiful place full of exotic 
trees, shrubs and flowers. 
 Zosia was then eight years old and although still not at school 
did receive her first communion lessons. Her mother came to find 
her and with all her worldly possessions - a bag of sweets for 
her mother, a white communion dress and a pinafore dress - she 
accompanied her mother as they left Isfahan on the next stage of 
their incredible journey.
 Back in Writtle, Ethel Chinery’s journeys were to and from work 
at the Crompton factory in Chelmsford and although the German 
bombing raids of 1942 were less intense than at the height of the 
Blitz, nonetheless our factories were a frequent target. On the 19th 
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From: John Trusler jwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject: Article

Date: 29 December 2020 at 19:00
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Picture 1 to go after para 4 with the caption "A merchantman enters the harbour ablaze"

A merchantman enters the harbour ablaze.



July 1942, a low level attack by a Dornier dropped four bombs 
on the Hoffmann’s works killing four people and causing damage 
to some 500 neighbouring properties. The plane then went on to 
fire cannon shells hitting buildings in West Avenue and Eastern 
Crescent. 
 The Luftwaffe attacked the Hoffmann factory again on the 19th 
October, when extensive damage was caused to the Assembly 
and Turret Shops, killing four men and injuring sixty-five men and 
women. One of the bombs devastated Henry Road killing five 
people, injuring others and rendering many families homeless. It 
was a reminder, if one was needed, of the ever present danger. A 
greater number of barrage balloons were deployed to combat the 
threat from low level attacks. 
 The year had started off with Germany and her allies seemingly 
all-powerful, but by the end of the year cracks were appearing in 
that façade. America had been attacked at Pearl Harbour by the 
Japanese in December 1941 and Hitler, in a pointless and ultimately 
fatal gesture, had declared war on America. The flow of men and 
materials to Britain was, by the end of 1942, building up. Bomber 
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From: John Trusler jwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject: Article

Date: 29 December 2020 at 19:05
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Second picture to go after para 4  caption "The Ohio limps into harbour with her supporting destroyers" ( Acknowledgements to
National War Museum Association, Malta)

The “Ohio” limps into harbour with her supporting 
destroyers (Acknowledgements to the National War 
Museum Association, Malta).

Raising barrage balloons.



Command was increasingly hitting Germany hard, especially with 
the introduction of the Lancaster. The easy victories in Russia were 
drying up and as the year drew to a close the German 6th Army 
was surrounded at Stalingrad. 
 Rommel’s Afrika Korps had enjoyed a string of victories, 
including the defeat of the British at Tobruk. Ernest Spearman 
was one of the Writtle men serving in Africa and he died on the 
17th January - he has no known grave and is commemorated on 
the Alamein Memorial. And it was at El Alamein that the 8th Army, 
under Montgomery, inflicted a major defeat on Rommel. It was a 
turning point in the war. Rommel’s army was forced to retreat from 
Egypt then Libya and back to Tunisia, all the while pursued by our 
8th Army. 
 The Germans were also bombarded from the air. John Sadler’s 
bomber squadron had arrived in Egypt in mid 1941 and in the 
following year they were equipped with Baltimores, taking part 
in the Battle at El Alamein and then assisting the 8th Army in its 
pursuit of the Germans across North Africa. Whilst conducting 
these attacks it would appear John’s plane was shot down. He 

died on the 6th May 1943 and is buried in Enfidaville War Cemetery 
in Tunisia. 
 The third of our men who fell in the North African campaign 
was Frederick Cornwell. The 2nd Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers 
(City of London Regiment) took part in the Tunisian battles. The 
Afrika Korps may have been retreating but it comprised hardened 
soldiers and successive assaults on their positions were repulsed. 
On the 22nd April 1943 Operation Vulcan was launched and over 
the next few days did eventually break through the German lines, 
but only after heavy losses. Frederick was one of those killed on the 
29th April; he is buried in Massicault War Cemetery.
 1942 started badly, but the ebb and flow of events meant that 
the following year should bring some light at the end of the tunnel. 

John Trusler.

I would like to acknowledge the invaluable help from Andy Begent’s 
book “Chelmsford at War”.
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From: John Trusler jwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject: Article

Date: 29 December 2020 at 19:11
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Picture 4 to go after para 10 caption "A German Mark III tank ablaze"

From:John Truslerjwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject:Article

Date:29 December 2020 at 19:15
To:Writtle Newswrittlenews@gmail.com

5th and final picture to go after para 11 caption "Bombing the German retreat" Hopefully all will arrive ok let me know and also if
there are any problems
   John

A German Mark III tank ablaze.

Bombing the German retreat.



It’s that time of year when Spring is just around the corner and 
another growing season starts for gardeners and allotmenteers. 
It’s time to prepare seed beds, chit potatoes, divide bulbs such as 
snowdrops and perhaps start growing some vegetables and hardy 
annuals from seed under cover. By now, those of you who ordered 
seeds from the Trading Hut should either have had them delivered 
or be expecting a delivery by the end of February. 
 At the time of writing, due to Covid restrictions, it’s not certain 
when the Trading Hut will be reopening. In the meantime, we plan to 
offer a delivery and/or ‘click & collect’ service for members wishing 
to purchase goods from the Trading Hut. Further details about 

this service will be published on our website (writtlegardeners.org) 
which will be relaunched in February. 
 As many of you know, we usually run two shows each year 
(Summer Show in July and Autumn Show in October). We hope to 
run at least one show in 2021, possibly in September. Whether or 
not this happens will depend on what restrictions relating to Covid 
remain in place. We are also hoping to have one or two trips in 
2021 from mid-summer onwards. 
 Would any readers be willing to volunteer to help clear 
overgrown allotments? This would help those who, temporarily, 
are unable to manage their plot and also ensure that those people 
taking up a plot for the first time have a plot that is relatively clear 
from the outset. If you are interested in volunteering, then please 
email writtlegardeners@gmail.com
 If you haven’t already joined the Garden & Allotment Society, 
annual membership remains a bargain at £3. This entitles you to 
discounted products from our Trading Hut in Victoria Road. Please 
email writtlegardeners@gmail.com for more information. You don’t 
have to have a garden or an allotment to join! 
 There are still a small number of whole and half plots available 
at both the Chase and Victoria Road (Oxney Green) allotment sites. 
Anyone interested in taking up a plot should contact the Parish 
Council. Details can be found on the Parish Council website - go to 
Writtle-pc.gov.uk, go to ‘Local info’ and click on ‘allotments’ in the 
drop down list. 

Virginia Craig, Chair.

Sadly, just before Christmas, we said goodbye to our longest 
serving member of the Writtle Garden and Allotment Society, 
Albert Parsons, who had been a member for over sixty years, 
joining during the fifties and becoming a lifelong member. He spent 
many years as a dedicated member of the committee, acting as 
Assistant Trading Hut Secretary and for many years running our 
Trading Hut. He will not only be remembered for this but also for his 
great knowledge of gardening, which he was always willing to pass 
on to new and old allotment holders. He will be greatly missed by 
all those who knew him. 

John Rouse.

GARDEN & ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
Chairman: Virginia Craig, Tel 01245 422031
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From:Virginia craigvirginia.craig@btinternet.com
Subject:WGAS Feb 2021 Primula photo

Date:30 December 2020 at 09:51
To:writtlenews@gmail.com

	

Primrose, Garden and Allotment Society.



CAPTAIN PETER PENDLETON ECKERSLEY. 
PIONEER OF BRITISH RADIO BROADCASTING.
Today, as we fast approach the centenary of the Birth of British 
Broadcasting it is perhaps a little humbling to think that our entire 
modem age of media, broadcasting and even the internet started 
in a small hut in Lawford Lane Writtle. It all came about because 
some young engineers had the audacity, humour and technical skill 
to invent the art and science of radio broadcasting as we know it. 
“Hello CQ, hello CQ, this is 2MT Writtle calling”...

THE BIRTH OF BRITISH BROADCASTING IN ESSEX
(PART 2 CONTINUED FROM WRITTLE NEWS ISSUE 239)
HELLO CQ! THIS IS TWO EMMA TOC WRITTLE CALLING
By Tim Wander.
Perhaps the key to the station’s success lay with the pre-broadcast 
show planning at the local Cock and Bell pub. This was always 
accompanied by a large meal; fish and chips with lots of gin was 
favourite. Then a hurried dash down the lane, pushing the borrowed 
pub piano with its front half carried by a wheelbarrow. The first job 
was to warm up the transmitter and then try and light the old WWI 
stove, the only form of heating in the very cold ex-army hut. 
 Then it was show time. Peter Pendleton Eckersley always 
adopted a ‘less than formal’ attitude toward the microphone, 
usually coupled with the look of horror on Noel Ashbridge’s face, 
Kirke’s broad grin and Wynn’s infectious chuckling as the station’s 
broadcasts became ever more exuberant. The rest of the broadcast 
team would stand and stare in amazement as Peter Eckersley 
simply came alive in front of the microphone. He conducted the 
whole show more or less single handed and told the silliest stories 
that he seemed to grasp out of thin air, as the moment demanded. 
 Britain’s first scheduled radio station, Writtle 2MT, should have 
closed down by 8.30pm. At well past nine o’clock, Eckersley 
usually decided to start singing. Or his version of it. Peter proved 
to be a natural. Part amateur comedian and actor, part chattering 
professional technician, and part expert engineering friend for the 
amateurs. As ever Ashbridge was there, nursing the transmitter 
and often horrified to hear the random outpourings from his boss. 
Songs, rhymes, pub stories, anything and everything that arrived 
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in his head; but few records, no official pauses and absolutely 
no regard for orders or authority. Today, we may have difficulty in 
appreciating what an impact his broadcasts had on the listening 
audience. It was an approach quite unlike anything that had gone 
before. In 1960, Ashbridge, (by then Sir Noel) in reply to a BBC 
lecture given by Peter Eckersley, paid generous tribute to him as 
the forerunner of the modem radio entertainers and comics. He 
recalled that Peter’s words flowed forth effortlessly, making this 
broadcast an extraordinary experience, especially in those solemn 
and respectful times. Peter could have told him that it was an 
approach which might have been heard any day in Manchester’s 
pubs and music halls. 
 Broadcasting was very new, its tenure on the airwaves very 
slender and the Writtle team were breaking every convention 
possible. It must be remembered that the world of 1922 was very 
different to what we now take for granted. Most of the engineers at 
Writtle had been born with Queen Victoria on the throne, who’s not 
amused attitude has itself become something of a catchphrase. 
Society had strict and unbreakable rules of formal behaviour. 
Indeed, when a senior manager from the company boarded the 
regular train for London, all the company men on board would stand 
to attention and remove their hats. This is perhaps where Writtle 
was different; the outrageous broadcast could only have happened 
in a place where everybody was of similar age and background. 
They shared a common bond as seasoned and talented engineers 
and of course they had survived a World War. At New Street you 
could work for a man for 40 years and never know his first name, 
whereas at Writtle, ‘PPE’ was quite capable of setting fire to your 
shirt tail. 
 It might be expected that Writtle’s concerts would have brought 
a storm of complaints and demands for the station’s closedown, 
following Chelmsford into silence. But all they received from the 
Writtle Post Office was praise. The theme from every mail bag was: 
“A good time was had by all” and “Do it again we like it!” Of course, 
Head Office often complained about Peter’s more extreme antics, 
but as he once reported, the hut stove always needed feeding! 
One of the postcards came from Herbert Edward’s (a local lad who 
retold his tale of piano moving with great pride) sister. She reported 

to the Company, and her brother, marvellous reception from 
Edenbridge in Kent, some 40 miles as the crow or radio signal flew, 
but nearly 60 miles for Herbert, who once rode there on his bike, 
via Tilbury. Visitors to the new station were always royally received 
by ‘Eck’ and his companions. Some were even allowed to watch 
the broadcasts, in the hut, describing Eckersley’s performance as 
‘manic’. They peered over a makeshift screen while many others 
gathered outside the hut and pressed their faces to the windows, 
watching the entertainment as 2MT shook the ether for the sheer 
love of the adventure.
 Writtle and 2MT were in business, and the business was 
broadcast entertainment, making people laugh and smile and 
wonder, as radio entertainment now came into their lives. It was 
the voice of a man called Peter Eckersley, speaking against the 
background static. He forced headphones to be clamped tighter to 
the listeners’ ears and demanded that the gentlest of adjustments 
to the cats’ whisker radio set be made. To the listeners, each 
Tuesday night was to become radio night, Two Emma Toc Writtle 
night. A regular night, to be spent in their homes with their families, 
sharing the magic of radio broadcasting, with new friends, from a 
far-away place. 
 Eckersley was the star of the show. Able to walk up to the 
microphone, look it in the eye and apparently without any effort, 
be spontaneously funny for ten minutes at a time. He talked to 
the listeners as if he’d lived next door to them for years and they 
loved it. Even today, many still remember his enthusiastic voice 
crackling over headphones and horn speakers. In the history of 
broadcasting only Peter Eckersley could produce a complete 
evening’s entertainment from a damaged gramophone record, 
two biscuit tins, a prehistoric piano and himself. Eckersley became 
a part of broadcasting history, his dreary weather forecasts, and 
perpetual deep depression over Iceland were constant favourites. 
His observations on the weather, as he stared out of the hut 
window into the pitch black night became an established ritual. 
“On Monday morning it is always raining”, soon became 2MT’s 
catchphrase. From the outset 2MT was something different. With 
its impromptu comedy sketches, the first ever broadcast radio 
play, the first children’s five minute spots, guest artistes from the 
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London stage, burlesque entertainments, parodies of grand opera, 
it was a new type of entertainment. Peter’s love of ‘sound effects’ 
would find him playing records pivoted at some other point than 
their centre, inventing wireless noises, banging half-filled milk 
bottles, inventing new characters and always singing bad songs, 
very badly. This was essentially a Goon show some 40 years early. 
 Such was the success of the 2MT broadcasts every Tuesday 
night that over 50 stations soon applied to join the airwaves. 
Desperate to avoid the unregulated chaos that had developed 
in America, the British Government set about organising a new 
company, with the support of the six main British radio companies, 
to manage radio broadcasting in Britain. With no great originality, 
this was soon named as The British Broadcasting Company. Its 
first station was an ex-Marconi experimental station known as 
2LO, operating from Marconi House in the Strand. 
 The end of 2MT, and really the end of the beginning of the 
story of British Broadcasting, started on the morning of 30th 
December 1922. The new BBC had established a temporary head 
office in one room at Magnet House in Kingsway, London, the 
Headquarters of the General Electric Company. (G.E.C). On the 
30th December 1922, a tall man wearing a black overcoat, bowler 
hat, morning trousers and immaculate black shoes, swinging 
his umbrella stiffly marched up the front steps of Magnet House. 
The Commissionaire, behind his desk asked if he could help. The 
reply came in a broad Scots accent. “I am the new Manager of 
the British Broadcasting Company”. John Reith had arrived for his 
first day in his new job. It was some job. 2LO and the BBC was 
the future, helped by over 6 million listeners close by in the city. 
2MT had created an enthusiasm for broadcasting that would now 
allow the BBC to grow, becoming the most important organisation 
for mass-media, news and entertainment that the world has ever 
seen. 
 2MT at Writtle was never actually officially ordered to close 
down, but in reality the formation and rapid growth of the BBC had 
knocked the wind out of 2MT’s sails. The engineers soon realised 
that their beloved, but renegade station’s days were numbered. The 
Christmas of 1922 had been the first ever “Wireless Christmas”, 
with tens of thousands of listeners and whole families gathered 

around their crystal set, tuning in to 2MT and 2LO for hours at a 
time. Home entertainment for the family had been born. For the 
first time in a thousand years the fireplace was no longer the focus 
of the front room. It was now a wondrous chattering and singing 
wooden box, filled with glowing tubes and Bakelite knobs.
 Writtle and the engineers at radio station Two Emma Toc 
maintained their independence, and the station continued to 
transmit regularly until its eventual close down on the 17th January 
1923. In fact, until the advent of Independent Local Radio some 
fifty years later, 2MT was the only licensed broadcast radio station 
to have legally shared the airwaves with the omnipresent BBC. 
2MT sadly said goodbye to its listeners, drank their good health 
with a glass of water promoted to champagne by the sound of a 
pop gun, and left the airwaves forever. No station could have given 
greater pleasure and as many thrills to the amateur radio fraternity 
and its Europe-wide audience. 
 2MT Writtle had served its purpose, and it was time to leave 
the evermore crowded stage, In its short but hilarious career, 
Two Emma Toc Writtle firmly laid the foundations for the age of 
broadcasting and set the benchmark for the art and science of 
radio for generations to come. It had also provided a vital reference 
station for all amateur experimentation at the time and kick-started 
a new industry in consumer electronics that would also grow to 
change the world. 
 It must also be remembered that before, and indeed after it 
became famous, the Marconi Writtle team had also developed 
most of the early airborne radio equipment designs, helping the 
fledging civil aviation industry find its way. 
 For the men who made 2MT, it was now time to move onwards 
and upwards. Peter Eckersley quickly became the BBC’s first Chief 
Engineer, and he took most of the Writtle pioneers with him to build 
the National Broadcasting Service from the ground up. They would 
now help the BBC go from strength to strength, stretching her 
voice, and soon her face throughout the world. 
 I think it is true to say that as Writtle prepared to leave the 
arena, a little of the life they gave to broadcasting left too. 2LO and 
the other famous stations, 2ZY, 5IT, 5NO and the rest that soon 
followed would like to have been light and amusing, continuing to 
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entertain and make people smile, but it was not to be. Even though 
2MT and the Writtle engineers had shown them how, the advent of 
the puritanical John C.W. Reith as General Manager would shape 
the face and content of the BBC for the next twenty years. 

THE STORY OF 2MT. 1922. 
14th February 7:15pm. First broadcast of 2MT with Robert Howe 

singing live. 
28th February 2MT broadcasts the marriage ceremony of 

Princess Mary (only daughter of King George V) to 
the Earl of Harewood recorded by the Columbia 
gramophone company. 

14th March Peter Eckersley starts broadcasting. 
11th April Nora Scott concert. 
2nd May Lauritz Melchior concert 
11th May  Thursday. Marconi station 2LO began test 

broadcasting, one hour a day from the seventh 
floor of Marconi House in London’s Strand on 350 
metres (857 kHz) AM. 

23rd May Nora Scott’s second concert. 
30th May 2MT Writtle originally broadcast on 700 metres 

but changes to 400 metres and concerts move 
from 7:30 to 8pm. Morse code calibrations cease. 

15th August Britain’s first radio quiz night. 
17th October Britain’s first radio play - Cyrano de Bergerac. 
9th November 2MT Thursday Special concert to Writtle College, 

received in their grounds 

THE BIRTH OF THE BBC 
18th October The British Broadcasting Company (BBC) is 

formed. 
14th November First BBC broadcasts from the Marconi London 

station 2LO). 
17th Jan 1923 2MT closes down. 

23



24

 

From Philips 
Street Atlas  
South Essex 

2003 

From Phillips Street Atlas, South Essex, 2003.



WRITTLE ARCHIVES
WRITTLE MILLS
There have been mills in Writtle since the Middle ages, and one 
is even recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086. A windmill is 
shown on a map of 1670 and was owned by New College, Oxford. 
Three are shown on the Chapman and Andre map of 1777 and 
the OS map of 1898. Two mills, wind and water, were on land next 
to Skeggs Farm by the River Wid and the history of these was 
published in the Writtle News April/May 2016, but less is known 
about the third. 

Writtle Oil and Leather Mill 
The third mill, shown on the 1777 and 1805 maps, was named 
Much Mill (‘Mochel Mill’ in old English, which indicated it as being 
an old building), but an earlier reference is found in ‘The Sleepers 
and the Shadows’ by Hilda Grieve. In 1351, the old wooden bridge 
over the River Can, or Great River, was already 250 years old and 
needed urgent repairs. Money was raised and work started in 1360 
and it was noted that the miller at the Earl of Hereford’s mill at 
Writtle was paid 4s to turn and hold back the water at the mill to 
lower the water level until the bridge was finished. The mill stood 
at the junction of the Can, Wid and Rowell Brook and the flow was 
easily controlled from there. 
 The mill was used for grinding corn as late as 1868, and for 
leather and chamois preparation by splitting sheep skins cured in 
oil, hence its name of ‘Oil Mill’ or ‘Skin Mill’. The mill contained two 
steam engines, but the process is not known. It was located on the 
River Can, downstream of the confluence of the Can and Wid at 
Rainsford End and stood across the river at the bottom of Beaches 
Drive. This area was part of Writtle until the Waterhouse Estate was 
detached in 1907. 
 In 1802, the mill was occupied by William and Thomas Johns, 
leather dressers. It consisted of a water mill and dwelling house 
under one roof, with a wool warehouse and a store for drying leather 
adjoining. It was partly a corn mill, with stones, wire machines and 
dressing mill, but it was also used for the manufacture of chamois 
or wash leather. 
 A sales catalogue from 1855 shows the following buildings: 

“The Mill (which is also used in the manufacture of Wash Leather) 
includes the various Mill Rooms, and Drying Rooms, with Drying 
Shed, Store House, and Two Cottages attached.” 
 In 1859, William and John Beach of Bermondsey took over 
the ‘skin mill’ from William and Thomas Johns (manufacturers of 
parchment and chamois leather), and soon afterwards William 
Beach acquired it completely, his brother John retaining the 
Bermondsey works. The last corn miller, John Ratcliff, was still 
listed in the trade directory as late as 1863, suggesting a dual use 
up to this time. 
 Certainly by 1870, the whole place was highly developed by 
the Beach family as the Writtle Oil and Leather Mills, for in that 
year it was burned down in “the most destructive conflagration 
witnessed in this neighbourhood in many years”. The works 
employed 71 men and 8 boys, and though the place was insured 
for £7,000, the damage was estimated to exceed this by £1,000. 
The fire originated in the oil mill, but spread to and consumed the 
drying sheds, which were 170 ft long by 20 ft wide and 30 ft high, 
containing thousands of skins, but the two valuable steam engines 
were saved. 
 The skins may also have been prepared in the mill, but whether 
Beach’s steam engines ran the oil mill or some beating and dressing 
plant is not indicated. 
 W. Beach and Son continued as leather and glue manufacturers, 
with a coal merchant’s business, into the last century with various 
members of William’s family being employed, as can be seen from 
the 19th century census returns for Chelmsford. 
 By 1851, William (1812-1901) had started his business in 
Bermondsey, his birthplace, employing 20 men, where he was a 
leather dresser. By 1861 he had moved to Chelmsford, living in St 
Johns Road, Moulsham and had started his leather manufacturing 
business. In 1871 he was living in Rainsford End, near the mill, 
with his son Josiah (1841-1875) living next door and working as 
a leather dresser. Later, in 1881, Elizabeth, Josiah’s widow, lived 
a few houses away, and her son George, had started at the mill 
as a leather dresser. William’s other son, Nathaniel, was also 
was involved in the coal trade with 54 men and 19 boys working 
for him. By then, William may have moved to a new house in 
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Rainsford Road and Nathaniel had moved to Brooklyn House to 
accommodate his nine children. 
 By 1901, just before William died, Nathaniel had taken over 
from his father as the Leather Manufacturer, and his grandson 
George had become the Leather and Coal Manager. 
 William Beach died in 1901, aged 89, and was buried in the 
Non-Conformist Cemetery in London Road with other members of 
his family. By this time, the firm found they could import undressed 
chamois leather cheaper than they could manufacture it, but they 
continued the finishing process in a large warehouse on the site 
and let the mill. Thereafter, the Beach family turned to the trade 
of brick making. Another member of the family was found on the 
1939 census. Albert J. Beach, the son of Nathaniel, was named as 
a Director and Brickmaker, and in Brickfield Cottages was Edward 
Howard, Foreman of the Brickmakers. The clay for the bricks was 
mined from an area which is now West Park’s Pitch and Putt, and 
there are still some remnants of the narrow-gauge railway which 
carried the clay to the mill, where a horse-driven pug mill mixed the 
clay before moulding, drying and firing. 
 Peter Watkins of Writtle remembers his childhood during the 
war in the area. 
“Summer holidays seemed to go on forever and we had to make our 
own amusement - in our case, the River Can below Beaches Mill, 
and the surrounding brickfields provided the solution. As the river 
emerged from the mill pond it split into two channels and formed a 
small island. The water was very shallow at this point and proved 
an ideal place to paddle. We spent many happy hours catching 
fish, minnows, sticklebacks and gudgeon with no more than a jam 
jar and piece of string. Another favourite occupation was building 
dams across the river. With bricks readily to hand we could increase 
the depth of the water by nearly one foot. At times men from the 
River Board would come along and destroy our handiwork. The 
surrounding brickfields provided a challenging playground. The 
workers who made the bricks lived in two adjoining cottages close 
to the mill. Dark in complexion they tended to keep to themselves; I 
think the clay must have been excavated by pick and shovel; it was 
loaded onto trucks that moved on a narrow-gauge railway. The 
track could be moved and even had a set of points, (just like our 

own model railways). Sometimes we would push the trucks and get 
them rolling, very dangerous, because we had no way of stopping 
them. The clay was taken to circular pits where it was mixed with 
water and churned up with a rotating paddle (pug mill). The bricks 
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were then moulded by hand and placed in a kiln. The kiln was next 
to the mill, about the size of a small house and was itself made 
of bricks held 14 together with iron chains. Sometimes we would 
play on the remains of old excavations along Chignal Road. The 
hillocks there were ideal for sledging during winter. On these fields 
gangs of Italian Prisoner of War soldiers were employed in digging 
trenches for a new housing development (Chignal Estate). Some 
of these soldiers asked us to bring them newspapers in exchange 
for trinkets that they had made. We gave them some Dandy and 
Beano comics, but I think it was news of home they really wanted.” 
 In the 1950s, all that remained of the mill was a little wooden 
building on the bridge, the contents and purpose of which are 
unrecorded. Its owner, Mr Buck, at this time recalled “two large 
wheels” but now all has gone, though the brickwork of the north 
arch, which until recently carried the scores of a wheel, still shows 
where the sluice gate guides were let in. 
 Other buildings in the area were the Windley Brothers’ 
engineering works who made castings and Foreman’s Willow 
Merchants. Luther Foreman, a timber merchant from Suffolk, 
acquired a 2½ -acre site just off Rainsford Road in 1886 for the 
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manufacture of cricket bats. Willow trees were planted along 
the river for making the bats. Foreman cricket bats gained an 
international reputation, and the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. 
Ltd. demanded that the woodworking skills of Foreman’s were 
applied to making packing cases for the new wirelesses. The old 
offices were built in 1912, just as Signor Guglielmo Marconi was 
building the world’s first radio factory at New Street in Chelmsford. 
Nowadays the name lives on in Foremans, a small housing estate. 
 A three-arched bridge is all that remains today and can be 
seen on the cycle route from Writtle to Chelmsford. The name of 
‘Beach’ was given to the road down to the site and the names of 
the Beechenlea Estate and Beeches Road also are a reminder of 
the old Much Mill and its owners. 
 Some of the information is taken from the Chelmsford Borough 
Display Board and other books on mills in the area. 
 Although the Archives Room is still closed, we would welcome 
any enquiries or memories of the Beaches Mill area to add to our 
collections, as work is still continuing at home. 

Wendy Hibbitt 01245 421265
wendyhibbitt@hotmail.com
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MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 1st February
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 3rd March
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 12th April

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th February
Highways and Transport 8.15pm Monday 15th February
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th March
Environment 8.15pm Monday 15th March

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit

HOW WILL THE PLANNED WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 
AFFECT WRITTLE’S TRAFFIC?
The North West Action Group was formed to oppose development 
to the north and west of Chelmsford, including the planned 
development on Roxwell Road known as Warren Farm. This group 
consisted of the Parish Councils of Broomfield, Chignal and Little 
Waltham, as well as Writtle. 
 As one of the best arguments against this development was 
traffic volumes, the Group commissioned a report from The Traffic 
Transport and Highway Consultancy which contained an appendix 
with traffic flow predictions for the Writtle Area. 
 The 800 new homes proposed for the Warren Farm 
development is predicted to increase the traffic on Roxwell Road, 
in 2036, by about 18%. In the morning peak hour, the predicted 
traffic flows are 92 vehicles entering Warren Farm and 263 leaving. 
In the afternoon it is 234 vehicles entering the site and 139 leaving. 
In the morning and afternoon peak hours 44% of the traffic leaving 
and entering Warren Farm is expected to travel along Lordship 
Road. This would mean an estimate of 115 Warren Farm vehicles 
travelling toward Writtle in the morning peak hour. The speed 
indicator device, or SID, in Lordship Road tells drivers when they 
are travelling at 31mph or more. This SID also records the number 
of vehicles driving into Writtle on Lordship Road for each hour of 
the day. 
 Pre-Covid, on a typical weekday morning, just under 1,000 
vehicles drove into Writtle passing the Lordship Road SID during 
the morning peak hour. The predicted extra 115 Warren Farm 
vehicles would therefore be expected to increase the traffic driving 
into Writtle on Lordship Road by about 12%. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtlepc.co.uk
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Much of the traffic travelling through Writtle at peak times is 
using Writtle as a ‘Chelmsford bypass’. It also means that other 
new developments in North Chelmsford will also increase traffic 
congestion in Writtle. In response to expected regular congestion, 
some may consider that many motorists will either use another 
route or try to avoid the busiest times of day. Thus, this congestion 
may, to some extent, be self-regulating, with gridlock typically only 
occurring when there is a sudden change, like a major road closure 
because of a traffic accident elsewhere. 

Peter Cracknell ,
Chair of Writtle Parish Council’s Highways

and Transport Committee. 

THE WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL THANK YOU AWARD 
One of the reasons that our village is such a great place to live is 
due to the tremendous work done by so many volunteers. 
 Because of this the Parish Council has introduced an annual 
‘Thank You Award’ so that everyone in the village can be made 
aware of some of our ‘unsung heroes’. 
 This became even more relevant last year with all the restrictions 
imposed due to Covid 19. Therefore, I am delighted to announce 
that Ellie Long and Tony (Charlie) Charlick have been selected to 
jointly receive this award for 2020. 
 This time last year we had just welcomed in the New Year 
2020 with considerable concern about what lay ahead. By early 
March it was apparent that there would be severe restrictions 
in our village due to the rapid spread of the virus, Covid 19. On 
Thursday March 19th, Ellie Long from the Rose and Crown, our 
vicar Tony Cant, and myself met and agreed to set up the Writtle 
Community Project. The aim was to initiate a scheme to help our 
most vulnerable parishioners, including those who would be forced 
to self-isolate. 
 Ellie had already recruited a group of residents to help and this 
was extended to set up a network of volunteers for every road in 
the village and establish those who most needed help. The scheme 
was then registered as part of the Essex Coronavirus Action 
Organisation. 
 As the year progressed we were notified by relations, neighbours 

and the County Council of additional people who may need help 
and all of these people were contacted. 
 I would like to thank Ellie and all the volunteers who made 
this scheme so successful and provided this vital service for so 
many people throughout Writtle. The help ranged from picking up 
shopping to posting letters or friendly ‘phone calls. However, one of 
the most important tasks has been delivering medicine, ordered on 
doctors’ prescriptions and forwarded to the chemists. On a daily 
basis these have been picked up from the chemists by Charlie and 
delivered to housebound residents. On numerous occasions I have 
rung him with urgent requests and I have always had a cheerful 
response and the delivery has been made on the same afternoon. 
I am delighted that Ellie and Charlie are the first recipients of the 
Parish Council’s ‘‘Thank You Award’. I believe everyone in the 
village should be made aware of what they did in 2020 and are 
continuing to do in 2021.
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We were also delighted to receive nominations for a range of true 
stalwarts of Writtle. 
• Derek Cooley, for all the dedicated work he has done over 

many years to keep Writtle the lovely village it is. 
• Sheila Deal, who has been involved in art in the village for many 

years. 
• Marie Wynn, for 50 years involvement in the Community 

Association activities.
• Jonathan Weymouth, for his great work as the Chair of our 

Neighbourhood Plan Group. 
• John and Enid Roberts, for their involvement in so many 

organisations in the village. 

We remain in very uncertain times as we start a new year and I 
hope in 12 months time we can thank somebody else who has 
worked tirelessly for us all in our lovely village. 

Chris Hibbitt.
Chair Writtle Parish Council.

FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL
CORONAVIRUS (COVLD-19) PANDEMIC 
At the time of writing Essex, like the rest of the UK, has moved into 
“lockdown” and even the most optimistic forecast suggests that 
there will be no change in this situation until the end of February at 
the earliest. 
 This year and throughout the last, the County Council has sought 
to manage much of the impact that the pandemic has had on all 
our residents. This has meant direct involvement from sourcing PPE 
for care homes and hospitals to the provision of funding for food 
banks and the provision of meals (vouchers) for vulnerable children 
and families. County funding has been supplemented by £157 
million from Central Government to support care homes and care 
services as well as businesses and bus services, including “home 
to school” transport. I am circulating weekly data updates to Parish 
Councils, City Councillors and other community organisations in 
the Broomfield & Writtle Division. However, if you wish to view these 
please see https://www.essex.gov.uk/topic/coronavirus for more 
information relating to getting tested, support for residents and 

businesses and what rules apply for ‘staying at home’. 
 From early January there were new vaccination centres in our 
area, at Broomfield Hospital and Melbourne Medical Centre and 
more will have opened up during January, including selected GP 
surgeries. However, please wait to be contacted. Remember: 
• The NHS will contact you when it’s your turn to have the 

vaccine, so please do not contact the NHS or your surgery 
beforehand. 

• Please act on your invite when it comes, and please do make 
sure you attend your appointment. 

It remains important that every one of us should observe the 
‘lockdown’ rules and be safe to yourself and others by maintaining 
social distancing at all times, wearing a mask when with others 
whilst shopping or going to work and wash your hands as often 
as possible. 

LAPTOPS FOR SCHOOLS 
In my last newsletter, I advised that the 
Council had introduced a scheme to provide 
students with laptops for home working 
online. To date, together with 2,000 funded 
by Central Government, 5,000 laptops 
have been delivered to schools across 
the County and 251 of these were in the 
Chelmsford area. You can still donate an old 
or unused laptop, as it could make the world 

of difference to a young person by giving them access to online 
resources and learning. All laptops will receive a thorough clean 
inside and out with all data and programmes removed securely 
before re-issue. No data on the device will be accessed during this 
process. 
 For further information relating to donating please email 
TSLaptop.Donations@essex.gov.uk
 If you have any problems about these and any other County 
Council matters, please let me know on 01245 421524 or email 
cllr.john.aldridge@essex.gov.uk

John Aldridge CC.
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MONKEY AND THE BELL 
RINGERS 

Monkey, who lives above the 
Wheatsheaf pub, loves life in Writtle. 
He particularly enjoyed listening to 

the fine ring of ten bells from the Church of ‘All Saints’ on Tuesday 
evenings - that was before Coronavirus silenced the bells. 
 Before the bells were silenced, Monkey wondered whether 
they looked as good as they sounded. As time passed he became 
increasingly curious about the bells. Then one Tuesday evening he 
crept out of the pub and ran towards the Church. 
 When Monkey arrived at the Church he politely asked if he 
would be allowed to ring the bells. He knew that being polite 
always meant that people would be willing to help him. 
 When the bell ringers agreed to let Monkey ring the bells, 
with their assistance, he became very excited. In fact he did a 
somersault, but it ended rather clumsily. A rather undignified 
Monkey landed on his back with a huge thud followed by a loud 
‘phaaaaaw’ as the wind was knocked out of him. 
 “Are you alright?” asked a bell ringer, with a slight chuckle 
which he tried hard to disguise. 
 “I will be when I start ringing the bells”, replied Monkey. 
 Monkey was surprised to learn that bell ringing was not an easy 
activity. He discovered to his horror that it was rather complicated. 
 The assistant smiled politely and told Monkey to hold on to 
the rope tightly and under no circumstances let go of it. Monkey 
followed the instruction, but jerked the rope so hard that the force 
flung him up into the air. He was so horrified that he kicked his legs 
wildly, however the kicking only served to make the rope swing 
around in circles. Monkey felt like he was on a very fast roundabout 
and he was becoming dizzier and dizzier. 
 Eventually the bell ringers managed to catch the swinging rope 
and terrified Monkey. When Monkey finally had both feet firmly 
back on the ground he could see the whole tower spinning around 
in front of his eyes. 
 “This tower is still moving”, yelled Monkey. “I am going to be 
sick”, he added as he fell over. Fortunately for everyone he wasn’t 

sick. 
  When Monkey felt better he struggled up and attempted to 
walk in a straight line towards the door. He soon discovered that 
dizziness makes walking in a straight line impossible. Poor Monkey 
crashed into the walls and the door frame during his attempt to get 
away from the Church. Eventually one of the bell ringers grabbed 
hold of Monkey and carried him back to the pub. 
 At the pub, after recovering from the ordeal, Monkey thought 
about his rather disappointing experience. 
 “Not everything is life turns out as good as we expect it to be”, 
said Monkey. “Sometimes we have to accept disappointment with 
good grace.” 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 
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If you would like to write for the Writtle News
please contact Christine Knight, Editor,

by telephone
Tel: 01245 420045 

WrittleWrittle
WritersWriters
Writtle
Writers
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www.beresfordsgroup.co.uk

Property professionals since 1968

Writtle’s only estate agent

Residential Sales:
Writtle (01245) 420880

Country Homes:
Chelmsford (01245) 397475

Residential Lettings:
Chelmsford (01245) 500666

Offices throughout Essex and into
Central and Greater London.
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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WWrriittttllee  BBaatthhrroooommss  

&&  KKiittcchheennss  
Peter Lambell,  Sawney Brook,  Writtle 

    07973 410794 / 01245 421402

Full Covid-19 protective measures 
and social distancing strictly observed 

General Plumbing also undertaken
Tiling, Flooring, Underfloor heating 

References available 

W: writtlebathrooms.co.uk
EE::  wwrriittttlleebbaatthhrroooommss@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 

M.O.T’s while yOu waiT, by appOinTMenT 
Opening hours; 

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am – 11:00am 

 
Forecourt Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Offering newspapers and a selection of  your essential needs 
 

2-4 Lordship Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3EH 
Suzanne Earthy suzanne@prestons.skoda.co.uk Financial Director 
Richard Preston richard@prestons.skoda.co.uk Service Manager 

Ian Warnock ian@prestons-Ssangyong.co.uk  Car Sales 
Tel:- 01245 420262 

 
 

PRESTONS GARAGE 
Family Business Est. Since1919 

 

Your local, reliable garage; happy to work on all makes of  cars.  Fully qualified 
and experienced technicians and staff  ready to help and advise you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SKODA APPROVED 
AFTERSALES 

SSANGYONG 
MAIN DEALER 
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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Lee Sullivan 
• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
• Committed to professional, quality workmanship 
• Skilled, Cost-effective & Dependable Service 
• References Available 
• Fully Insured 

33 Rectory Road Writtle  |  lapd.essex@gmail.com  | www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Landline: 01245 422829 
 Mobile: 0797 1003423 
 
Lee Sullivan t/a LAPD | Est. 1990 |‘to protect & preserve’ 

 

T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing

Jade

B E A U T Y  S T U D I O

                                                                                                      
  
HHeeaatthheerr  CCootttteeee..  BBSScc;;  MMCCSSPP::  MMMMAACCPP  
          CChhaarrtteerreedd  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt  
  

Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 
 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
of Writtle at The Christian Centre 
  

        IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseeee  aa  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt,,  aa  ccaarriinngg  aanndd  ssaaffee            
        wweellccoommee  aawwaaiittss  yyoouu..                      

TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  mmee  oonn  

0077997733  557755994444  
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46 Wilshire Avenue, Springfield
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6QW

PAINTING, DECORATING, CARPENTRY
PLASTIC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

BUILT-UP FLAT ROOFING & GENERAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01245 493823
Mobile: 07725 111337

Email: daryn_johnson27@hotmail.com
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L. C. MASON T/A
WRITTLE LANDSCAPES

HARD LANDSCAPING   PATIOS   DRIVES
WALLS   FENCING   LAWNS (TURF & SEED)
TEL: 01245 420390   OR   07802 209173

Kim Fish Bookkeeping 
07795 686868 

We now have space to take on more clients 
General Accounts, CIS, VAT, PAYE 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
 

MARTIN FISH 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

JUST AS YOU LIKE IT 
Tel: 07775 522879 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 



ASSISTANCE
Emergency number only: Ambulance, Fire, Police 999 or 112
Fire non-emergency: 0300 3030088
Chelmsford Counselling Foundation: (formerly Writtle Pastoral 

Foundation): 42 Cedar Avenue, Chelmsford 284890
Chelmsford Home Start: Voluntary home visiting for young families 

under stress: Chelmsford 264047
Chelmsford Community Transport: 477750
Citizens Advice Bureau: Burgess Well House, Coval Lane, 

Chelmsford CM1 1JE - Advice Line 01245 205656 
- Main Line 01245 205605

Marriage Guidance Council: 79 Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford 258680 (am)

Mobile Customer Information Services Team: 01245 606891
N.H.S. Direct: 111 
Ambulance: Essex Ambulance Service & NHS Trust 01245 443344
Police: Police Chelmsford can be contacted by telephone on 101
Parking Wardens: 01245 606626 or 01245 606710
RELATE: 47 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 258680 ext. 485950
Samaritans: In distress or despair? - Ring Chelmsford 116123
Talking Newspaper: contact Pat on Chelmsford 354079

LOCAL FACILITIES
Christian Centre: email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 

07949 060567 contact name: Andrew Brewster
Doctors’ Surgery: 421205
Hylands School: 266766
Library: Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm open by volunteers 

1pm-5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm, Thursday 1pm-5pm, 
Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm. Renewals/enquiries 
0345 603 7628

Pharmacy: 422357
The Beryl Platt Centre: 420676

Village Hall: Booking Secretary: Wendy Risdon 07394 663636; 
email: writtlevillagehall@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Roger Bailey: 421508

The Writtle Dental Surgery: NHS & Private 421781
Walk-in Hearing Help Session: 9.30-10.30, 

3rd Thursday of the month, Parish Council Offices: 348440
Writtle College: 424200
Writtle Archives: Wendy Hibbitt 421265
Writtle Community Care: Mick Townley 07704 603271
Writtle County Infants School: 420963.
Writtle County Junior School: 420592
Writtle Green Pre-School: Val Wilson 07950 944612
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 420332
 Small sided artificial pitch bookings: Lisa Bailey 07979 427938
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 432332 after 8pm. 

4G multi-use games court bookings: Sherry Paterson 
writtle4gbookings@gmail.com / 01245 443025. 
Hall Booking Secretary: Sherry Patterson 
hallhire@writtlesportsandsocialclub.co.uk / 01245 443025

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Member of Parliament: Kemi Badenoch (Saffron Walden 

Constituency) Tel: 02072191943
County Councillor: John Aldridge 421524
City Councillors: Tim Roper 421977, Malcolm Watson 422808
Parish Councillors: Clerk: Lauretta Fox, 420066
 North Ward: Sue Bell 07866 239043, Ralph Bray 422460, 

Andrew Carter 422232, Paul Costello 07841 342972, 
Chris Hibbitt 421265, Thomas Kinloch 763720, 
Renato Schmid 420866 and Wendy Walker 420147.

 South Ward: Sue Emery 420297, Peter Cracknell 421392, 
Louise Gannicott 422962, Sandra Massey, Ian Nicholls 07791 
832894, John Rayner 07767 607210  

WRITTLE DIRECTORY
Writtle News website: http://www.writtlenews.byck.co.uk   Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

Please inform the Editor if an entry in this Directory needs updating or removing
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Conservative Party: Sec: Lisa Lee, 01799 506349, The Old Armoury, 
3 Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JN

Liberal Democratic Party: Stephen Robinson 423084

SPORTS CLUBS
Chelmsford Croquet Club: Chairman: David Bateson 442291
Gym Club: Coz Yates 420393
Writtle Badminton Club: Paul & Ann Norris 283632
Writtle Bowling Club: Hon. Sec: Mrs Wendy Harvey 01245 421608
Writtle Carpet Bowls Club: Sec: Heather Bourdon 07826 559257
Writtle Cricket Club: Hon. Sec: Mike Faulconbridge, 601138; 

mobile 07746 290947
Writtle Darts Club: Hon. Sec: Dave Elliott 420015
Writtle Football Club: Hon. Sec: Paul Gallacher 353023
Writtle Minors F.C.: Chairman: Matt Soden 07847 327622; 

Sec: Alistair Patient, 07979 648626
Writtle Table Tennis Club: Hon Sec: Mathew Brown, 07814 323611
Writtle Tennis Club: Sec: Mrs Sue Emery Chelmsford 420297

ORGANISATIONS
All Saints Bell Ringers: ‘Tower Captain’, Andrew Brewster 421166
All Saints Church Choir:
Brownie & Rainbow Waiting List: girlguidingessexne.org.uk/

Join+Us/
Chelmsford Marquetry Group: Margaret Bonnett 420415
Chelmsford Morris Dancing: Celia Kemp 263753
Chess Club: Chairman: Ivor Smith 421193
Friends of Writtle Parish Church: 422846
Garden & Allotment Society: Chairman: John Rouse, 421350 

Secretary: Bob Harvey, 421608
Guides: 1st Writtle: Mrs Nikki Bird nikki.bird@gmx.co.uk
 3rd Writtle: Mrs Margaret Loster 420958
 Zodiac Rangers: Mrs Josie Mullender 630190
Heritage Writtle: Membership Sec: Mr Dave Stock 421515
Heron Bridge Club: Sec: Angela Cheek 462412
National & Folk Dance Centre: Annette Clark 469197

Parents Association (Infants School): School number 420963
Parents Association (Junior School): 420592
Photographic Society: Peter Graves 421240 Chris Bell 421482
Red Cross: Welfare Office, 200 London Road, Chelmsford 490090
St. John Ambulance: Loan of Medical Comforts: 625678
Sequence Dance Club: Mr D Card 440730
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (6-14 yrs): Mr Andrew King 421431
Explorer Scouts (14-18 yrs): Mr Nick King 421431
WEA: Sec: Anita Curtis 420365
W.I. (Evening): Mrs Mavis Awcock 422668
Writtle Art Group: Lin Wells 352082
Writtle Bridge Circle: Sandy Smith 443096
Writtle Cards (Drama Group): Daniel Curley 07743 322209
Writtle Community Association: Longmeads, 

12-14 Redwood Drive, 420676
Writtle Handbell Ringers: Mrs A. Bailey 421508
Writtle International Scooter Collective: Contact - Ozzie Burrows 

07973 781765
Writtle Manor Football: Sec: Barry Long 420558
Writtle Relief-in-Need Charity: Clerk: Mrs Christine Aldridge 421524
Writtle Sewing Club: Angela Robinson, 07549 184636; 

Catherine Jones, 07730 611687
Writtle Singers: Chairperson: Mr. Steven Clews, 01277 218790
Writtle Tappers (Adult Tap Class): Annette Clark 469197
Writtle Wives: Leader Mrs Barbara Cooley, 420854
Writtle News Policy Board: Chairman John Aldridge 421524; 
 Parish Council: Andrew Carter 422232; 
 PCC: Hazel Kempton
 Catholics Nora Smith; CA Kim Fish 07787479228; 
 Garden & Allotment Society: Virginia Craig 422031;
 Village Hall Committee: Peter Pegg 420200

Designed and printed by Simmons Printers, Bilton Road, 
Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford CM1 2UJ - 01245 352480
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The Birth of British Broadcasting Lawford Lane.
Photograph by Christine Knight.
Please see pages 20-22.


