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ONCE IT’S IN WRITTLE NEWS IT’S ALL ROUND THE 
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To place an advert or to update your black and white advert to 
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Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com
Writtle News website: 
http://www.writtlenews.byck.co.uk

NOTICE
Due to Covid 19 issues there may be a delay in the distribution 
of this February/March Writtle News, a delay similar to that we 
accepted in 2020, but it will still go online at the appropriate 
time. 
 The Writtle News website will also change in May 2021. As 
yet we are not in possession of the new website address, so 
to access the new address online, try typing in ‘Writtle News 
magazine’. 
 We will publish the new website in the April/May edition of 
the Writtle News.
 Many thanks,

Christine Knight, Editor.
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FROM THE VICAR
This morning, at the end of February on a beautiful Winter’s day I felt 
as though I was struggling. And I realised that I had been struggling 
more than I thought for longer than I’d thought. I’ve struggled with 
this flamin’ pandemic. I’ve struggled with being locked down over 
Winter - and I usually love Winter! Being someone of a naturally 
mild melancholic nature it’s not really surprising that a sense of 
enforced isolation from regular engagement with people, from 
being free to go out wherever I want, from pottering around on my 
boat, from doing the things that I want to do when I want to do 
them can lead to a sense of struggling with life. And then of course 
I’ve had to deal with quite a bit of death over this past year; from 
the murder of a young man in Writtle, to my own mother’s death, 
to taking the funerals of many people, most of whom I have not 
known, interspersed with those I have. I’m not having a moan - I’m 
just observing.
 As the Vicar, there’s a perception that people like me aren’t 
supposed to struggle. We’re supposed to be happy and full of ‘the 
joy of the Lord’ all the time. That’s a problem, isn’t it? There are so 
many people among us who are also supposed to be happy and 
joyful all the time because that’s what other people expect of them. 
That’s what their job portrays them to be… or something like that. 
Have you been struggling too? If so, have you let anyone know? 
 This flamin’ pandemic has revealed cracks in so many people’s 
lives, in so much about the ways we thought were normal for us to 
live; from our institutions and economy to our families, friendships 
and our own personalities. It’s no good pretending it hasn’t. 
 And then there are people among us who are naturally optimistic, 
naturally creative, who seem to have boundless enthusiasm and 
energy in living. What a joy to have some connection with them, 
to feel the warmth of their life and draw strength from them when 
they’re around. They just make you smile, don’t they? 
 I’m going outside shortly to feel the kiss of the sun’s warmth on 
my face, to look at the new flowers that are coming up, to dig my 
garden, to get the things together that I’ll need for the boat so that 
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FROM THE VICAR
It’s difficult to know what to write just now as it’s late December 
and this will be getting to you in the New Year. Covid Christmas 
will have been and gone, Covid vaccinations will have begun, the 
muted Christmas and New Year celebrations will be a memory... 
 What have been your significant memories of 2020? What did 
you learn? What did you lose? Did you gain anything? How have 
you grown as a person? Sometimes these can be questions we 
just toss around in our heads, or over a drink with some friends and 
they can feel inconsequential. But they’re actually pretty deep and 
significant and worth considering as we begin a New Year. 
 I have a dim memory of an old story that I can’t quite remember 
exactly, but it goes something like this. In a country far, far away 
a traveller was going from here to there and after many weeks of 
crossing unknown territory that left her weary, came upon a walled 
town. In the wall was a gate, and the traveller stopped at the gate 
and knocked on it as loudly as she could. Above the gate was a 
gatekeeper who poked his head out of the window to see who had 
disturbed his afternoon nap. He called down to the traveller, “Who 
are you, where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 These are good questions, don’t you think? The answers will 
give the gatekeeper an idea of who is wanting to enter his town. 
But they also confront the traveller with considering her life, and 
that it is more than just that moment of banging on the door. 
 As we consider the year just gone it has been a strange one for 
us all, and this New Year is likely to continue with uncertainty as the 
effectiveness of the Covid vaccine is yet unknown from a societal 
level; the economy is still undergoing massive upheaval; Brexit and 
our relationship with the EU will be a new step. 
 “Who are you, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” They are good questions for us to consider at the 
beginning of a New Year. Why not take a few minutes each day for 
the rest of this month to ask yourself those questions?
 I wish you all a very happy New Year, and may you know God’s 
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when I can go to it, I’ll be ready. 
 I’ll do those things, even though it would be easier to stay inside 
and do nothing and continue to feel my struggle. Doing nothing is 
most likely to keep me in my struggle and nothing would change. 
But doing something brings with it the opportunity for change - 
for something completely unexpected to occur, and new life may 
come from it. That thought makes me think of the Easter story. 
It acknowledges our struggles and pain and engages with them 
at our deepest human level. It’s the story where life comes out of 
death in a completely unexpected way and feels like the new life of 
Spring after Winter. May it be so for you. 

With every blessing to you, Rev Tony.

ALL SAINTS CALENDAR
APRIL 
4th  Easter Sunday (1st)
  At the time of writing, we are unsure if churches will  
  still be closed.
11th  Second Sunday of Easter (2nd)
  At the time of writing, we are unsure if churches will  
  still be closed.
18th  Third Sunday of Easter (3rd)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am  Parish Eucharist
25th  Fourth Sunday of Easter (4th)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Ministry of the Word

MAY
2nd  Fifth Sunday of Easter (1st)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist
9th  Sixth Sunday of Easter (2nd)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist
16th  Seventh Sunday of Easter (3rd)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist

23rd  Pentecost (4th)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist
30th  Trinity Sunday (5th)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist

JUNE
6th   First Sunday after Trinity (1st)
 8.00am Holy Communion online
 10.00am Parish Eucharist

PLEASE NOTE: that the above schedule is provisional due to Covid 
restrictions, but that the main morning services are now scheduled 
at 10.00am once churches reopen. There will be an 8.00am Holy 
Communion online once physical church reopens. But at the time 
of going to press we are still unsure when physical church will be 
permitted to reopen. We live with the same uncertainty with these 
things as everyone else. 
 In the meantime, services will continue online at 10.00am on 
YouTube whilst the church is closed because of Covid restrictions. 
And you can join us with our online Morning Prayer with readings 
from my Journal on Thursdays at 10.00am each week on YouTube. 
 You can find our YouTube channel by searching on YouTube for 
Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell churches. And please keep an 
eye on our website www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk and our Facebook 
page. 
 Funerals are able to take place subject to Covid restrictions. 

WRITTLE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2021 
The Christmas Tree Festival in All Saints Church 
will be on the weekend of the 4th and 5th 
December. Please put it in your diary and keep 
your fingers crossed.

Christmas Trees 2020 

 

The Christmas Tree Festival Group have had to take the sad decision that 
there will not be a Festival or Craft Fair this year.   It’s a busy, crowded event 
and all the measures required by Covid 19 have made it impossible to 
organise.  We sincerely hope that we will be back in 2021.    

 

This year it would be wonderful if lots of people could put 
trees, lights or decorations in their front windows.  Small, 
big, simple or elaborate – all would be appreciated.  We 
could all then enjoy the festive windows on our walks 
round the village.   Just as the rainbows showed our 
support for the NHS and key workers earlier in the year, the 
trees and decorations would be a sign of hope for next 
year. 

 

Alison Woollard and the Christmas Tree Festival Group 
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1ST WRITTLE GUIDES

100 on the 8th March 2021 
We are celebrating on Zoom with a party - games, microwave mug 
cakes and mocktails. We will celebrate again once it is safe to do 
so. 

Here are some extracts from our archives. 
From Writtle News June 1921 
A very pleasant Social Evening was arranged in the Village Hall 
by the committee of the 1st Writtle Company of Girl Guides, 
recently formed in the village, in order to raise funds to carry on 
the movement successfully. Guide songs were sung by the Guides 
and Brownies, who already, by their smart appearance, reflected 
great credit on those upon whom the duty of training them had 
fallen. The games, dances and guessing competitions were 
enjoyed by all. The impressive singing of the National Anthem by 
all the Company, including Girl Guides and Brownies, Scouts and 

Cubs, discharged soldiers (some of them wounded) and, last but 
not least, by mothers and fathers present who had so bravely and 
uncomplainingly sacrificed their sons for their country. 

Quote from the Court of Honour - February 1945 
Captain reported that it was not possible to book the Hall for a 
concert as suggested at the October meeting and, in any case, 
perhaps it would be better to wait until after the war as at the 
moment the ‘rockets’ were very dangerous. This was agreed to. 

5th-14th August 1991 at Klosterneuberg, the Austrian 
Jamboree, Donau 91. 
We travelled by coach and camped out overnight at Heidelberg. 
The campsite was on a hill and very muddy. We camped with 
7,000 Scouts and Guides from all over the world. Activities 
included singing on a stage in the square in Vienna, climbing in the 
mountains, spinning, bread making, hay making or working on a 
farm, making candles, sightseeing in Vienna and general camp life.

In 2009, we took part in Change the World - Because I am a 
Girl- Plan UK. 
Take a photo - make a difference, so we did. Writtle Photographic 
Society came and gave us some coaching on taking good, 
interesting photos. We took loads. We held an exhibition of our 
photos to fundraise for Plan UK - £148. Parents helped us pick the 
best and 3 were submitted and displayed in a National Exhibition in 
London, where we met the Chief Guide. 

We have come a long way in our 100 years. The uniforms, badges 
and programme have all changed, but the spirit of Guiding is still 
alive and thriving in Writtle. 
 If you were ever a member of 1st Writtle Guides, we are doing a 
memory book and would love to hear yours. Please send or email 
them to Nikki Bird, Donore, Nathans Lane, Writtle CM1 3RF. 
 nikkibird@gmx.co.uk - Please include the name you had as a 
Guide and the year. 

Nikki Bird, Leader.
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RUSSELL’S KITCHEN
SLOW POT ROAST SHOULDER OF LAMB
Spring is the perfect time of year to enjoy roast 
shoulder of lamb for a perfect Sunday lunch. 

INGREDIENTS
1 shoulder of lamb about 2.3 kgs/5 lbs 
6 tbls olive oil 
Plain flour 
1 large red onion (roughly chopped)
3 cloves of garlic 
2 rashers of smoked bacon (sliced into pieces) or lardons
3 tomatoes (roughly chopped) or 2 tbls purée
1 litre of chicken stock
1/2 bottle of red wine 
2 sprigs of Rosemary 
3 sprigs of Thyme 

METHOD 
1. Pre heat fan oven to 160ºC / gas mark 3.
2. You will need a heavy base roasting pot with lid or a solid 

roasting tray. 
3. Trim some excess fat from the lamb shoulder and season well 

with salt and black pepper, then coat with a dusting of flour. 
4. Heat a good amount of olive oil in a roasting pot on the hob 

on high heat and sear the lamb all over until a good colour has 
been achieved. 

5. Remove the lamb shoulder and set aside, add the chopped 
onion, bacon and garlic to the pan and fry for a few minutes, it 
doesn’t matter if they take on some colour. 

6. Add the tomatoes or purée and continue frying for a few 
minutes, then add a heaped tablespoon of flour, frying for a 
further minute. 

7. Add the red wine and herbs, and stir. 
8. Place the lamb shoulder back in pot on top of the mixture, then 

pour in the stock until the lamb is about 3/4 covered. 
9. Place the lid on the pot and roast in the oven for around 3 hours 

or until the lamb is very tender. 

10. Remove the lamb and allow to rest whilst passing the remaining 
liquid through a sieve for gravy. 

We normally serve with the usual roast lunch trimmings or mashed 
potatoes. 
 This can also be cooked at 140ºC for up to 7 hours if you have 
time, or even cooked the day before, leaving the final cooking hour 
for the day of serving. It can also be roasted in a roasting tray, but 
well covered with a double wrap of foil. 

WRITTLE BOWLING CLUB
It is true to say that because of Covid-19 last season was 
challenging for our bowling club. We had minimal bowling and all 
our plans for our Centenary year were shelved. 
 However, we are ploughing ahead with plans to open ours 
doors again on 17th April and keeping our fingers crossed that 
we will have a much better bowling season even with reduced 
numbers but in a safe and controlled environment. All government 
and Bowls England guidelines will be in place and monitored at all 
times. 
 As part of our doors being open we are once again offering 
anybody interested in this great sport the opportunity to come 
along to our friendly club and give bowls a go. There will be 
qualified coaches to help you and answer any questions you may 
have about the club and bowls generally. 
 We will be holding sessions on every Saturday from 24 April 
and all of May from 10am to 12 noon. Sadly we don’t know when, 
or if, our club house will be allowed to open, so we may not be able 
to offer refreshments at these sessions. 
 Interested? So if you want to try a new and relaxing activity 
in really pretty surroundings please call President Merv on 01245 
421187 or email Secretary Wendy on bwdaharvey@btinternet.
com. You will be most welcome. 
 No equipment is needed, but please wear flat soled shoes to 
protect our green. 
 Looking forward to seeing you! 

Wendy Harvey.

SARA’S KITCHEN
When I first started to consider recipe choices for the 
December-January edition of the Writtle News my 
initial thoughts were that it ought to be something 
Christmassy or that it ought to be a proper winter 

warmer. What I have settled upon is neither of those! It is a delicious 
dessert which will be perfect for entertaining over the festive period. 
Apart from a paltry injection of fruit, in the form of bananas, there is 
nothing remotely healthy about this recipe - which is probably why 
it is so very popular with my kids. Whilst they do help out cooking 
at home now that they are adults - in reality this largely only occurs 
when I haven’t started to make dinner yet and they are evidently 
very hungry and impatient. Strangely enough, however, when I 
announce that I am going to make this recipe all of a sudden it is 
all hands on deck in my kitchen! They appear, as if by magic, with 
their finger dunking / spoon licking offers of ‘help’. It’s like having 
a couple of persistent, pesky flies hovering in the kitchen which 
you’re having to constantly fend off. 
 My stained, torn and tattered copy of this recipe is testament to 
its popularity (and to the fact that I am obviously a messy cook). It 
has clearly fallen victim to spillages over the years and the page has 
become stuck and then had to be un-stuck from adjoining pages. 
On a plus note, it is always easy to find due to its uniqueness. (Note 
to self - rewrite this recipe and try to be a cleaner, tidier cook!) 

CHOCOLATE BANOFFEE PIE 
 
Ingredients
For the filling:
2 x 400ml (14 fl oz) cans of sweetened condensed milk 
150g (5 oz) plain chocolate, melted 
125ml (4 f1 oz) double cream 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

For the biscuit crust 
260g (8½ oz) digestive biscuits, crushed 
90g (3 oz) lightly salted butter, melted 

For the topping 
3 small ripe bananas 
300ml (½ pint) double cream, whipped 
Grated chocolate or chocolate curls if you have the time/patience! 
Cocoa powder to dust over 

Method
1. Grease your loose bottom flan tin 3.5cm (1½ in) deep and 

23cm (9 in) diameter. 
2. Pre heat oven 180ºC /350ºF/ gas 4. 
3. Puncture a small hole in the top of each can of the condensed 

milk. Put them in a saucepan large enough to immerse them 
fully in water. Add the water and bring to the boil and simmer 
for 2 hours with the pan partially covered, adding more water 
as necessary to keep them covered. After 2 hours carefully 
remove the hot cans and cool. 

4. For the biscuit crust, put the crushed biscuits in a bowl and pour 
over the melted butter. Mix together and turn into your prepared 
tin pressing them in an even layer firstly over the sides and then 
on the bottom to make the crust. Bake in pre heated oven for 10 
minutes then cool on wire rack and chill until needed. 

5. Continue to make filling. Cool the melted chocolate to tepid. 
Whisk the cream until it is just thick and fold it into the chocolate. 
Then fold in the vanilla. Spoon this chocolate mixture into your 
cooled biscuit crust spreading it evenly (whilst deflecting the 
scavenging finger dunkers who will then no doubt happily 
‘clean’ your chocolaty bowl for you!). Chill until set. 

6. Open the tins of cooled condensed milk which will have cooked 
into a toffee-like cream. Pour the contents of both into a bowl 
and whisk until smooth. Spoon over the chocolate layer in 
the crust and then return it to the fridge to chill until ready to 
serve. (Watch the bowl disappear to be ‘cleaned’ by your little 
helpers.) 

7. Complete the topping before serving. Slice the bananas and 
arrange them over the toffee layer. Spoon the whipped cream 
on top. Decorate with your grated chocolate or curls and a light 
dusting of cocoa powder. 

8. Serve to whoops of joy.
187



Dear Friends,
This year, Pope Francis has asked us all to celebrate a year of the 
family. In doing this, he wants us to cherish our families and to help 
all families to flourish. Pope Francis is challenging all Christians to 
really live lives of mercy and truth, and to begin this within our own 
families. What he says is challenging and he confronts us about the 
great need we all have to know the God of mercy and compassion, 
and to live that in the joys and challenges of family life. 
 We are all of us very, very human (me most of all!). We are all in 
need of God’s mercy and forgiveness. The minute we forget that is 
the minute we forget what God has done for us. 
 We cannot be anything other than God has created us to be, 
in the true sense of that. For ultimately, God has created us to 
become saints yet we know we are frail. We are always in need of 
God’s grace. We should never be afraid of presenting ourselves to 
God and know he makes all things new and we trust in him. 
 With this in mind, we should enjoy the fun things of life and the 
great blessings God gives us in this life. A good Catholic principle is 
that everything is good in moderation. It is how we use things that 
matters. How we live here and now is what will echo for eternity. 
 We live in our families as frail, human beings - we do not come 
as superhumans ready to do battle. God chooses that which is 
weak to show he is strong. 
 All too often we see Christians - or any people of faith - who 
have allowed the commitment of following their commandments to 
make them bitter and angry. 
 The trouble is that we begin to pretend. We pretend to be the 
person others think we are; we pretend to be the person we would 
like to be. When what God wants is simply for us to become the 
children of God he created us to be. Members of the same human 
family, created in the image and likeness of God. 
 Now this does not mean just doing what you want and feel like. 
Far from it. It means facing up to the reality that God loves us and 
created us to know and love him in this life and to be happy with 
him forever in the next. It’s no use pretending. Simply accept the 
challenge of God’s love and let him change us and make us anew. 
 We only get one shot at this life - there is no time for pretence 
or acting. Be yourself before God and let him love you. 

178 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0AR
Telephone: (01245) 352898

Abbot Hugh Allan   BA(OPraem)

SATURDAYS
9.00am at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
SUNDAYS
9.00am, 12 noon, 7.00pm.
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
10.30am at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
WEEKDAYS
8.00am at St. Philip’s Priory, New London Road
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30pm and Fridays 9.30am at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
7.00am, 9.30am, 12.30pm and 7.00pm. 
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
7.30pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
CONFESSIONS
11.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
5.30pm to 6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue, 
Moulsham Lodge
BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES
By appointment
THE PARISH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
116 Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford. 
Parish Priest Fr. Paul Cracknell   Tel: 354256
MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm
Sun: 9.30am & 11.30am

PARISH OF OUR LADY IMMACULATE
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We must never become bitter or angry. Instead, know that there 
is no contradiction between truth and mercy. Truth must be 
proclaimed with mercy, but without truth there is no real mercy. It is 
what it means to be part of a family. 
 Pope Francis is challenging us to examine our lives in the light of 
God’s mercy. God created human beings, not robots or machines 
that will always do exactly the right thing. We should be careful to 
be ourselves before God, especially in our frailty. Never be afraid. 
You are who God has called and chosen. God loves you and wants 
you to be a saint. Can God do it? Yes he can. May we all cherish 
and thank God for the great blessing of being part of his family. 

Abbot Hugh.

WRITTLE CARDS
Your friendly local drama group.
If you are interested in being on stage, behind the scenes or just 
want to be part of a very friendly group, then do come along and 
join us. New members are assured of a warm welcome. We meet 
every week in our own premises, the Old Scout Hut in Paradise 
Road. Get in touch with our secretary, Daniel, via the website 
writtlecards.webs.com and he will get straight back to you. 

WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL

18, The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3DU
Secretary: Sue Elwell, Tel: 07394 663636

Email: writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com

VILLAGE HALL NOTICE
Due to the recent lockdown

with regard to Covid-19, please note that
WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSED

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
Any queries please contact Sue Elwell

on 07394 663636 or
email writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com
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Writtle CARDS presents 
A hilarious family pantomime. 

Thursday 25th, Friday 26th and Saturday 27th 
November 2021. 
at the Village Hall 

 
Tickets available from the Box Office 

07858 990931 
writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk 



Dear Editor,
Below is a letter written to my mother Annie in Ireland in 1915. 
I found the letter a few years ago in my mother’s missal, while 
looking through my late brother’s effects. The letter is a complete 
mystery as my mother was serving as a nurse in W.W.1 and was 
18 years at the date of the letter, the only connection between the 
two ladies being the churches, as in W.W.1 young ladies went from 
the churches to help. My mother drove an ambulance. 
 It is a coincidence the letter’s address is The Manse, Chelmsford 
and I live at The Manse, Writtle Green. 
 If anyone knows who M. Helen [??Kernes] was, who lived 
at The Manse, 78 London Road, Chelmsford, in 1915 please 
telephone the Editor: 01245 420045. 

Nora Smith.

Digital copy of letter. Transcript follows ( / indicates the end of 
a line): 

The Manse, 
78, London Road, 
Chelmsford. 
Febry 8th / 1915. 
 
Dear Annie 
Today I have been reminded / of you - as it is 11 years since / 
on Feb. 8th we were together at / Reigate for your dear Aunt / 
Minnie’s funeral, so it seems / a good time to answer your / kind 
letter received at / Xmas time. 13th When I had written so / far on 
Monday, I was / interrupted & have not / since had time to finish / 
this letter, as some others 
[page 2] came in / which / needed quick / replies. Also I have had 
/ my wee cousin, Kenneth Ogilvie / - 10 months old - more on 
hands / than usual, as his Father / has been ill for a fortnight / 
with influenza & “after effects” / so baby’s Mother has been / extra 
busy. He is such a / jolly, lively little boy, I like / taking care of him, & 
always / do so a great deal - tho’ not / quite so much as at present. 
I know I wrote to you for / Xmas, but rather think our letters / 
crossed. I was pleased to have / yours & to hear of your present / 
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mode of life. It is 
[page 3] certainly a change for you to / have taken up the domestic / 
line so thoroughly, but I am / sure it is a healthy kind of / occupation, 
& it gives you / much more pleasure in your / home than if you did 
little / or nothing to keep it in order, / besides being economical. / 
Like you, I should dislike / potatoe-peeling & doing fireplaces. / If 
I lived alone as you do, I / should boil my “taties in their / jackets” 
& when cooked, peel off the / skins which did not drop off / & if 
necessary warm the potatoes / again for a minute or two. / And I 
would have gas fires / which now are recommended as / healthy as 
they are so clean & economical / & safe as they are out when the / 
occupant of the house is out 
[page 4] so they soon repay the fixing in / & the purchase or hire 
of stoves. / You must have lost much / teaching to have lessened 
your / income by £20. In most places / the dreadful war is telling / 
sadly on incomes & making / us do without any super / fluities, so I 
suppose some are / knocking off music lessons. / I hope you have 
been well / all winter. It is a great / comfort to see the snowdrops / 
& crocuses in flower in our garden / & the lengthening daylight to / 
remind us that Spring is at / hand. Here, we are reckoned / in the 
“danger zone” in case of / an invasion, & have had very / few street 
lamps or shop lights / all winter. The Railways have / been so much 
needed by the military 
[page 5] that but little coal [?has] come / to Chelmsford. Our supply 
/ ran short early in Janry / & we had for 3 days to do / with the 
gas-cooker & logs / & since have only been able / to get ¼ Ton 
at a time at very / high price - until yesdy, when / to our Joy a Ton 
(ordered weeks / ago) was sent. The / picture I am sending you / 
is one that your Aunt Minnie / prized. I think her sister Pery / did it. 
Any way it is a copy / of a picture reckoned good / because of the 
girls’ attitude / I believe. I have had it hanging / in my bedroom till 
last / week when the wire broke / suddenly, & the frame / - already 
old & shabby - smashed. 
[page 6] I have so many pictures about / that I do not want to 
buy / another frame, & it occurred / to me, that you might / like 
the picture as it was / your Aunt Minnie’s,· so / I am forwarding it 
for / you to keep, or to dispose of / as you please, if you do not 
/ care for it. I was / sorry to hear of Mrs Jameson’s / death - her 

daughters, Maud / especially will miss her / very much. I heard that 
/ Maud was very ill at the / time. Have you seen her / since? It was 
somewhat 
[page 7] strange that she & Mrs Parr / two of your Aunt’s dearest 
/ & life-long friends, should / be called away so near together. / I 
hope Mrs Wallace & Miss / Adams are well. I heard / at Xmas, but 
not since. 
With kind love 
I am Yrs affecly
M. Helen [??Kernes] 
P .S. Is your Aunt Mrs Spiller / still living? 

WEA
Some members joined a WEA course via Zoom and enjoyed it very 
much whilst others took part in one-off Zoom lectures. A different 
experience but still enjoyable. 
 The WEA are arranging three one day courses to take place 
between March and June 2021 on Zoom. The Writtle Branch is 
hoping to revert to face-to-face lecture courses in the Writtle Village 
Hall from September 2021. Further details will be sent out nearer 
the time. 

WI
Although we have not been able to meet during the pandemic we 
have managed to keep in touch with each other with our delivery 
of Goodie Bags when we meet and are able to chat to different 
members face-to-face. We have also produced a newsletter 
to keep members informed with WI news and entertained with 
quizzes, poems and members’ own articles. 
 February saw us have our first Zoom meeting with a speaker. 
Twenty eight members took part and enjoyed the talk given by 
Barbara Lawson-Reay on the origins of the WI. It was so nice to 
see so many members all together, even if it was through the lens 
of a camera. Maybe we will have another session another time and 
then we may see even more members taking part. 
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THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE

WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The Beryl Platt Centre, 12/14 Redwood Drive, Writtle CM1 3LY

01245 420676 / 07787 479228   bookingswca@gmail.com

WCA
The Beryl Platt Centre continues to remain operational for the 
Writtle Green Preschool. The Talking Newspapers charity has also 
returned to recording during February. We have two regular hire 
evening slots available once the centre reopens, on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, and we are also taking bookings for events with 
no deposit, so that when the day comes that we can finally hold 
such wonderful times again, you will be safe in knowing you have 
secured a brand new modern venue to make memories in. Please 
contact Claire Gaskin at bookingswca@gmail.com or on 07787 
479228 if you would like to enquire about a booking or evening 
regular hire slot. We have also scheduled our next AGM, which will 
be held via Zoom, for Tuesday 27th April 2021. We welcome your 
attendance and continue to hope for a grand opening this summer. 

WRITTLE GARDEN OF REST (OLD SECTION) NEW 
COMMUNITY PROJECT 
Thank you all for the lovely comments. Re the new project, as we 
are still under tight restrictions. it is difficult to get going. However, 
we really do need volunteers. You do NOT need to be available 
every week, as we can only have a small number at any one time. 
So please do put your name with contact details forward. We need 
you all to make this work; we aim to get going when we can do so 
safely as regards distance etc. Still aiming for one morning a week. 

So if you can help to tidy up the garden now and again, please do 
contact me. Details below. 

Maureen. 
Email: churchgarden1@hotmail.com
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THE WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
            NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 55th 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF 

THE WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

WILL BE HELD ON: 

Tuesday 27th April 2021@ 7.30pm 

By a zoom meeting 
Please message wcaoffice1214@gmail.com for your 

attendance invite 
 

ANYBODY INTERESTED IN BECOMING A WCA TRUSTEE, SHOULD SUBMIT 
THEIR NAME TO THE CHAIRMAN USING EMAIL TO: 

wcaoffice1214@gmail.com 

OR BY POST TO: 

THE W.C.A. c/o The Beryl Platt Centre by 11th April 2021 

 

ALL RESIDENTS ON THE CURRENT ELECTORAL ROLL FOR THE WARDS OF 
WRITTLE MAY VOTE AND PARTICIPATE AT THE WCA AGM 

 

WCA CHARITY NUMBER; 301445 

 



A YEAR OF SCOUTING DURING THE COVID PANDEMIC 
As we near the anniversary of the first lockdown I thought it may 
be of interest to review what Writtle Scout Group has been able to 
provide for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts during this Covid year. 
 When Boris announced new strict lockdown Stay at Home 
rules on 23rd March last year, Scouting and Guiding stopped 
immediately. No more weekly meetings or meetings outside and 
no camping. This was very strange. Suddenly leaders had more 
time on their hands as we all followed the guidelines! 
 Scouting and Guiding come under National Youth Agency (NYA) 
guidelines which dictates when we can meet, the number of young 
people who can attend, and the overall group size which includes 
the leaders. Scouting Headquarters also provided additional 
requirements when Scouting could restart which included risk 
assessments etc. 
 Then we all heard about Zoom. The Scout Association did a 
deal with Zoom which enabled Scout Groups to have a licence to 
use Zoom for their meetings. This enabled us in Writtle to start to 
re engage with our young people. At first scout leaders decided 
to provide a fun type of meeting to counteract the school lessons 
which are online, Activities included a scavenger hunt (around the 
house), cooking a cake in a mug, bingo, sports evening in their 
own garden and BBQ cooking. 
 As lockdown restrictions were gradually lifted during the 
summer term, scouting was allowed to restart, and we were able 
to meet outside subject to group size and risk assessments. This 
helped with the young people being able to meet their friends and 
start to do Scouting activities. This carried on to September and 
then we were allowed to start to meet inside which was good 
because of darker evenings and the weather. Meeting indoors was 
also subject to group size and more risk assessments. It seemed 
that we were getting back to some form of normality. 
 With limited group sizes for meeting indoors, we had to split 
the Cubs and Scouts sections in half, with one half on Zoom and 
the other meeting indoors each week. Beavers were able to meet 
indoors because their numbers were under the limit. 
 Meetings on Zoom continued, with leaders getting good 
at producing virtual programmes Activities included mapping, 

following compass bearings, Morse code, pizza making, Kim’s 
game (a memory game), spaghetti towers (who can make the 
highest) and making models out of recycling to name but a few. 
 Then lockdowns 2 and 3 came and all Scouting activities were 
back on Zoom. This time we are finding different approaches to our 
virtual meetings. Some have had guest speakers from the village 
- the Rev Tony Cant, village archivist Wendy Hibbitt and Gordon 
Ingram from Heritage Writtle talking about their life and village 
history back to the Romans. 
 Feedback from the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts and also parents 
(who have learnt a few things as well) about our Zoom meetings 
has been excellent. We are pleased that we are able to provide 
a Scouting-related programme enabling the young people of the 
village to stay engaged during these Covid times. 
 My thanks go to the leadership team for all the time and effort 
which they put in keeping Scouting alive in Writtle during these 
challenging times. 

Andy King, Group Scout Leader.
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From: Andy King kingag9@yahoo.co.uk
Subject: image0.jpeg

Date: 12 March 2021 at 12:50
To: Christine Knight writtlenews@gmail.com

Christine,
As requested.
Andy

Sent from my iPad

Beavers making face masks at Zoom meeting.



THE FAR EAST
The recent death of Captain Sir Tom Moore means the passing 
of one more of a dwindling band who fought in the Far East - 
sometimes called The Forgotten Army. Although in these articles 
space precludes a detailed account of all those whose names are 
recorded on our War Memorial as giving their lives in the Second 
World War it is timely to look at three men from Writtle who were 
sent out East and who never returned home. 
 Andrew Walker was the son of Andrew and Jane Walker. He 
married Irene Constance Walker in 1939. His occupation was 
described as an offal packer at a flour mill. They lived at Fosters 
Farm. He joined the 4th Battalion the Suffolk Regiment; Private No. 
6021181. After training the Battalion left England from Liverpool on 
the 29th October 1941, crossed the Atlantic to Halifax and then 
sailed via Cape Town and Bombay to Singapore docking on the 
29th January 1942. 
 The Battalion was tasked with the defence of the beaches but 
on the 8th February the Japanese got a foothold on the island. The 
Battalion moved to counter the threat but heavy artillery fire inflicted 
many casualties and it was forced back. On the 12th February 
the Battalion moved forward again but once more sustained 
considerable losses. On the 14th under an intense bombardment 
the men pushed forward a third time but to no avail. The next day 
Singapore surrendered. Singapore was lost due to a combination 
of inadequate air cover, faulty intelligence, underperforming troops 
(notably some Australian), poor leadership and, critically, an under 
estimation of the Japanese. 
 The price of this failure was paid by Andrew and his comrades. 
620 men of the Suffolks were taken prisoner. In 1943, the 
Japanese forced them to work on the Burma-Thailand Railway - 
the Death Railway. By the 16th May 1943 they were down to 255 
men; Andrew died on the 25th June 1943 aged 27. In fact, very 
few of them survived due to the appalling treatment they received. 
Andrew has no known grave and is remembered with Honour on 
the Singapore Memorial. 
 Jack Godden was the son of Henry and Annie Godden. He 
married Enid Beryl Godden née Brett in 1939 and they had a son, 
Trevor, who was born in 1940. The family lived with her parents at 

“The Rendeview” in Waterhouse Lane. He joined the Royal Artillery, 
49th Battery of the 48th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment as Bombardier 
No. 1653709. 
 On the 7th December 1941 the Regiment sailed from the Clyde 
heading for Singapore but following its fall the ship was diverted to 
Batavia, Java where the men disembarked in January 1942. The 
task was to reinforce the defences against the Japanese sweeping 
through the East Indies and whose ultimate goal was Australia. The 
49th was deployed around the strategically vital airfield of Kalidjati. 
The Japanese mounted a ferocious assault with massed infantry 
and armoured vehicles and although heavily outgunned and 
outnumbered the men of the 49th put up a remarkable defence. 
Almost all of them, including Jack, were killed when the Japanese 
overran them on the 21st February. Jack is buried in the Jakarta 
(Ancol) Field of Honour Cemetery. 
Frank Leonard Burman was born in 1916 to William George and 
Eleanor Anne Burman of Ongar Road. He worked as a Planning 
Clerk. In 1942, he married Mabel Doris Burman née Thornett. He 
served in the 9th Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment - Private 
No. 14391983. In 1943, the Battalion was sent to fight in the 
Burma Campaign following the Japanese conquest of that country 
the year before. 
 The Battalion was part of the 36th Infantry Division. For much 
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of 1943 the Allies were attacking the Japanese positions at Arakan. 
There were some successes but also strong counter attacks and 
the results achieved fell short of Allied hopes. It was clear that the 
British and Indian soldiers were not sufficiently trained in jungle 
fighting. The hospital staff recorded that in addition to battle injuries 
the men were suffering from malnutrition, typhus and malaria. 
 The next phase to try and break the deadlock was an assault 
on the Japanese stronghold of Myitkyina. On the 10th March 
1944, a combined force under Colonel Hunter arrived at Lazu 
but disagreements amongst Allied Commanders as to the overall 
strategy hampered plans for the attack. Worse was to follow in 
that American Intelligence grossly underestimated the numbers of 
Japanese - 400 to 500 was the estimate when in fact there were 
3,500 to 4,500. Fortunately the Japanese had overestimated the 
numbers of Allied troops and fought purely defensively. The Allies 
were eventually successful in capturing Myitkyina but sadly Frank 
did not see this victory; he died on the 26th March aged 28 and is 
buried in Taukkyan War Cemetery. 
 One young man who did, however, make it home was Harry 
Quilter late of Lawford Lane. He recalled that in 1939 aged 14 he 

was finishing schooling and was earning pocket money by doing 
a paper round. After school he joined Marconi’s before being 
called up in 1944. Basic training took place in Scotland followed 
by specialist training as a Signaller. He was then sent out to India. 
Disembarking at Calcutta was a tremendous culture shock for 
someone who had never been out of England before. 
 The Signals were then based in Assam where he remained until 
the Japanese surrender. Harry said that the news of the surrender 
was a huge relief to all of them and they celebrated with whatever 
supplies they could lay their hands on. He returned home via Egypt 
and was demobbed in 1947. 
 It is fitting to conclude this article with the Epitaph on the 
Kohima Memorial:- 
“When You go Home, Tell Them of Us and say, For Their Tomorrow, 
We gave Our Today” 

Thanks to Wendy Hibbitt and the Writtle Archives for some 
personal information and thanks to British War Graves - Asia War 
Graves for kind permission to use the photographs; copyright is 
acknowledged.                                                         John Trusler.
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From: John Trusler jwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject: Article

Date: 16 February 2021 at 16:16
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

No. 3 of 4 to go after para 6. The caption "The grave of Jack Godden and four comrades in Jakarta Cemetery"

From: John Trusler jwtrusler@gmail.com
Subject: Article

Date: 16 February 2021 at 16:22
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Christine - this is No. 4 of 4 to go after para 9. The caption "The grave of Frank Burman in Taukkyan War Cemetery"
 If you could please let me know if these get to you ok. I wonder if the families ever visited the graves - probably not in view of
their remote locations
  John

The grave of Jack Godden
and four comrades in Jakarta Cemetery.

The grave of Frank Burman in Taukkyan War Cemetery.



NATURE NOTES
THE PEACOCK BUTTERFLY (Inachis io)
A most beautiful butterfly which has four conspicuous eye spots on 
its wing. It can be found in most of Great Britain, passes the winter 
in the butterfly stage, sleeping in hollow trees, on the Editor’s pillow, 
and in other buildings etc. It reappears in the early spring. Its olive 
green eggs are laid in May on stinging nettles, on which the lava 
feed. The butterflies emerge in July and are on the wing until they 
hibernate. Look out for them and enjoy their beautiful colouring and 
wing shapes. 
 Please see back cover of the magazine for photo of the 
peacock butterfly on the Editor’s pillow! 

THE MAGPIE (Pica pica)
This is an often seen black and white bird with a long tail. If seen 
close up in good light it has a bluish-green sheen on its wings and 
tail. Their nests are well built, large long-lasting structures usually 
built in the dense area of a tree, mostly seen after the leaves have 
fallen. The nest has a domed top made mainly of twigs, and they 
are sometimes built in thorny bushes. Only the female sits on the 
eggs, four to seven at a time, while the male feeds her on a diet of 
insects, worms and sometimes other birds’ eggs. 
 They sometimes eat fruit and berries and can often be seen 
scavenging road kill. The magpie is widespread throughout Great 
Britain but it is seldom seen in north west Scotland. It has in recent 
years become widespread in urban areas and town parks. Like 
others in the crow family, the magpie is a horder and will hide any 
coloured objects it fancies. Its call is a rather harsh cackle as they 
chase each other in and out of branches. In early winter and spring 
they can be seen gathering in noisy and excited groups looking for 
mates. The magpie remains with us all year round. 
 The magpie is a beautiful and intelligent bird. It is often 
persecuted in game rearing areas because it eats birds’ eggs 
and chicks, but they eat fewer eggs than protected birds such as 
hawks and falcons, and definitely less chicks than domesticated 
cats. 
 Various superstitions have always been associated with 
magpies. The most recent I have come across is ‘one for sorrow, 
two for joy, three for a girl and four for a boy, five for silver, six for 
gold, seven for a story never to be told’ and so on. 
 Magpies can often be seen in the Writtle area, sometimes in 
large numbers. The most I have seen together in my garden is four, 
but I have been told by neighbours in Mayfield Road that they have 
seen ten or more in their gardens. Larger numbers have also been 
seen in the area of Melba Court, Lawford Lane. I believe numbers 
in this area have been increasing over the past few years and they 
have become more garden orientated, but what seems strange is I 
have not noticed many nests, only one or two down Lawford Lane 
and some others in Hylands Park. 

Derek Cooley.

16
The magpie (pica pica).



Chairman: Virginia Craig. Tel: 01245 422031
Email: info@writtlegardeners.org  Website: writtlegardeners.org

WRITTLE GARDEN & ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
After the mix of weather we had in the first couple of months of year, 
Spring should now be well underway and we can all start to enjoy 
the warmer weather outdoors. Having said that, don’t forget that 
there is still a chance of some late frosts that may catch you out 
and any early outdoor sowings will need to be protected with fleece 
or a cloche. It’s a busy time of year for those who are ‘growing their 
own’ with it now being time to plant potatoes and vegetable seeds 
such as beetroot, carrots, peas etc. outdoors. It’s also the time to 
get some other vegetables started off in the greenhouse before 
planting them out. Don’t forget that the Trading Hut has a range of 
fertilisers that will help your vegetables to produce a good crop and 
encourage your flowers and shrubs to bloom. We are still offering a 
‘click & collect’ service from the Trading Hut (contact John Rouse 
01245 421350 or email trading@writtlegardeners.org) although, at 
the time of writing this, we are hopeful that the Hut will once more 
be open every Sunday from 10-12:15. It will be good to welcome 
people back and to be able to have a chat together. 
 Most of the allotments in the village have now been rented 
out. At the time of writing there are still a couple of half plots at 
The Chase allotments but no vacant plots at Oxney Green. For 
the latest information on the availability of plots please contact the 
Parish Council by email (clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk) or phone (01245 
420066). Further information is available on the Parish Council 
website or go to Writtle-pc.gov.uk, go to ‘Local info’ and click on 
‘allotments’ in the drop down list. 
 For the gardeners amongst you it’s time to sow hardy annuals, 
either in pots or directly where they’re to flower. Wildflowers can 
provide wonderful colour and attract bees, butterflies, hoverflies 

and other pollinators, though once planted they do have a tendency 
to self-seed everywhere!
 Once again we are running our potato challenge - if you’re lucky 
you may still be able to enter! We’re not sure when the competition 
will be judged yet, but are planning for it to be sometime in July 
and perhaps combine it with a BBQ. We are also considering 
running our Summer Show differently this year. Further details will 
be published on our new website (writtlegardeners.org) in the next 
month or two. 
 For those of you who would like to renew your membership 
or to join the Writtle Garden & Allotment Society please would 
you contact our Membership Secretary, Dee Inkersole, by phone 
(01245 422627) or by email (membership@writtlegardeners.org). If 
you prefer, you can complete a membership form on our website 
(writtlegardeners.org). Any member who would like to have email 
updates about the Society, please would you contact Dee with 
your up-to-date email address. 
 Please also check out our website writtlegardeners.org - we’d 
welcome feedback!
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Miss Elizabeth Beeson and the rest of the 2MT Writtle Team 1922.



The Writtle Team. Summer 1922. 
Back Row, L to R: B.N. Maclarty, H.L. Kirke, The Hon. R.T.B. Wynn, 
H.J. Russell. Front Row, L to R: F. Bubb, Noel Ashbridge, Capt. P.P. 
Eckersley, E.H. Trump, Miss E.M. Beeson. 

MISS ELIZABETH BEESON 
PIONEER OF BRITISH RADIO BROADCASTING 
1893-1978 
The one lady in the famous 2MT Writtle team photograph was 
Miss Elizabeth Beeson. She was always known to Writtle pioneer 
Edward Trump’s son Martin as ‘Aunt Bessie’, or simply ‘Bess’. 
 Elizabeth Beeson was born in Rochford in Essex on May 25th 
1893. In the same year her father, Henry Muncy Beeson, took over 
the Cock and Bell Public House in Writtle next to St Johns Green, 
although his name doesn’t appear in Kelly’s Directory until 1895. 
Henry remained as landlord of the pub until 1932. 
 Henry, formerly a builder, was born in Walthamstow and 
married his wife Laura in 1890. They were to have six children; 
Laura was born in 1892 (died 1913), Elizabeth 1893, John Richard 
1898, Henry September 13th 1901 (who would enlist for World 
War One service aged 18), Doris was born March 3rd 1904 and 
Ena was born June 9th 1906. Their childhood was spent playing 
in the haylofts above the pub stables and running about on St. 
Johns Green, where they could be watched by their mother out 
the pub windows. Elizabeth recorded her earliest memory as being 
when she fell into the pub wash house copper, badly scalding 
her leg whilst attempting to rescue her cat. After school Elizabeth 
trained in London as a secretary, travelling up daily on the train from 
Chelmsford, having first taken the horse drawn bus from Writtle to 
the station. 
 With the outbreak of the First World War the 4th Battalion of the 
Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry were billeted around the village, 
marching past the Cock and Bell every day. Elizabeth remembered 
that as soon as they were free from parade they would rush back 
for a pint which then cost 2d for mild, 4d for old and 6d for bitter. 
Bread, cheese and pickle could also be had for 3d. 
 In 1916, Writtle was hit by a small whirlwind whose epicentre 
struck The Cock and Bell and the immediate area. The Essex 

Chronicle described it as “a terrific whirlwind” sounding “like 10,000 
tom cats”. The Cock and Bell lost the greater part of the roof, and 
much damage was done by the driving rains pouring through the 
gaping holes and some of the back wall was also torn away. 
 In ‘My 62 years in an Essex Village’ Charles Sparrow explained 
“when I came home on leave once and saw house roofs in The 
Cock and Bell area covered in tarpaulins I thought there had been a 
Zeppelin raid... Chimney stacks were laid flat on the roofs; tiles and 
slates were off; and inside dinner tables were upset.” Fortunately 
for all concerned the Royal Field Artillery were stationed nearby and 
came to the rescue with tarpaulins in return for free drinks. 
 Bessie became engaged to a Royal Field Artillery soldier, Gunner 
Fred Dale. He had been stationed in the village and met Elizabeth in 
the public bar, much to her parents’ disapproval. Sadly, her fiancée 
died during the ‘Spanish’ flu epidemic, on 8th November 1918, 
aged 24, and she never married. She also lost her younger sister 
Ena at the same time. 
 Recently bereaved, Elizabeth took her London secretarial 
training, her Pitman shorthand and new typing skills and joined 
the Marconi Airborne Wireless Telephony Research Division site in 
Lawford Lane. She joined a young team of maverick engineers, 
becoming secretary to the department head, Captain Peter 
Pendleton Eckersley. Many of the Marconi engineers working 
at Writtle stayed at the Cock and Bell, including Edward Trump 
who had served in the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) with Peter at 
Brooklands. Basil Maclarty, Harry Russell and Jock Stewart (not 
shown in the photograph) also lived there. 
 Late arrivals to the team found that the Cock and Bell was full, 
so the Hon Rolls T.B. Wynn lodged in ‘Deodora’, a house on the 
corner of Lodge Road, just across from the Cock and Bell. Noel 
Ashbridge (later Sir Noel) soon joined him there. The first ever radio 
play to be performed on British radio was rehearsed sitting round a 
table at ‘Deodora’. At the rehearsal around the table, a spoon took 
the part of the microphone, which was handed round in turn. 
 The engineering team was small but dedicated. Just eight men 
and one woman working on the equipment that would enable the 
birth of civilian aviation. They all ate lunch together and often had 
dinner together in the snuggery at the pub. 
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The Cock and Bell was the first building in Writtle to have a wireless. 
The set, built by Edward Trump, consisting of a single board with 
glowing glass valves and headphones, was created to enable the 
family to listen to Dame Nellie Melba’s broadcast in June 1920. 
The Writtle engineering team were about to change the world. The 
early 1920s were exciting times in the history of radio and the world 
was changing fast. 
 In February 1922, the Writtle team ran and operated the first 
regular scheduled and advertised British radio station. The station 
call sign was 2MT - Two-Emma-Toc in the phonetic alphabet of 
the day. Elizabeth was with them, supporting them every step 
of the way. How she must have smiled with her ringside seat at 
the incredible madcap broadcasts from Eckersley during the long 
summer of 1922. 
 The concerts from 2MT would develop and define the art 
and science of radio broadcasting for generations to come and 
their success would lead directly to the formation of the British 
Broadcasting Company within nine months. 
 The Cock and Bell pub also had its part to play in the birth of 
radio broadcasting. Eckersley and the team planned each concert 
in the Cock and Bell, aided by an excellent supper of fish and 
chips and gin. Elizabeth was also the agent for the loan of the 
pub’s upright piano when needed, transported on a barrow to the 
broadcasting hut every Tuesday night. 

Miss Elizabeth Beeson, 1922.
Miss Beeson’s photograph in the staff line up for Writtle captures 
her as a slightly prim and proper young lady, but memories of her 
paint a far different picture. Elizabeth was a kind, considerate and 
thoughtful person who simply ‘mothered’ the men who made 2MT. 
She was well liked and well respected by all the engineers on site. 
An even tempered young lady in her late twenties who was very 
good at her job.
 When Peter Eckersley left Marconi’s in February 1923 to 
become the first Chief Engineer at the new BBC, Elizabeth took a 
trip to Canada with her brothers, working as a cook in a lumberjack 
camp in the summer and as a mother’s help in the winter. 
 Her sister Doris married 2MT pioneer Edward Trump in 1926 

at Writtle and Elizabeth became Edward’s sister-in-law. Doris may 
have been one of the reasons Trump stayed on at Writtle, when the 
rest of the 2MT team all eventually moved on to London and the 
new BBC. She later returned to Marconi’s, and became secretary 
to Basil Neil Maclarty and remained so for many years until he also 
left for the BBC. 
 Bess then took over the typing pool at the Marconi Company’s 
New Street Works where she stayed until her retirement, living in 
Back Road in Writtle. In the latter years of her life she lived at Oxney 
House in Writtle. 
 Elizabeth Beeson, pioneer of British radio broadcasting, died in 
1978, aged 85. 

Tim Wander. 

DUCKS DO WEAR MASKS 
When the Writtle ducks first saw 
people wearing face masks in 2020 
they became scared. 
       “W-w-what is happening?” asked 

Dudley duck. “P-p-people look really strange. Is it Halloween?” 
 “I don’t think so”, replied Doris duck. “It’s new to me. Perhaps 
they are playing at being cowboys or bank robbers - they wear 
masks.” 
 After a few weeks the ducks learned that people were trying to 
keep safe and not catch a virus called Covid-19. 
 “I’m g-g-glad that I’m a duck”, said Dudley duck. “W-w-we only 
have to worry about bird flu.” 
 “That’s bad enough”, replied Doris duck. “Anyway, we may 
have to wear masks because we don’t want to catch the virus 
from people.” 
 “W-w-who will make our masks? W-w-we don’t have m-m-
material and sewing thread. Can we ask someone to make duck 
masks for us?” asked Dudley duck. 
 “I don’t know who to ask now Godfrey is no longer with us. He 
knew everything and everybody”, replied Doris duck. 
 “But, I have an idea - Godfrey always asked Drinking Bob to 
help him and he lives near the pond. I will go to his cottage and ask 
for help.” 

MONKEY AND THE BELL 
RINGERS 

Monkey, who lives above the 
Wheatsheaf pub, loves life in Writtle. 
He particularly enjoyed listening to 

the fine ring of ten bells from the Church of ‘All Saints’ on Tuesday 
evenings - that was before Coronavirus silenced the bells. 
 Before the bells were silenced, Monkey wondered whether 
they looked as good as they sounded. As time passed he became 
increasingly curious about the bells. Then one Tuesday evening he 
crept out of the pub and ran towards the Church. 
 When Monkey arrived at the Church he politely asked if he 
would be allowed to ring the bells. He knew that being polite 
always meant that people would be willing to help him. 
 When the bell ringers agreed to let Monkey ring the bells, 
with their assistance, he became very excited. In fact he did a 
somersault, but it ended rather clumsily. A rather undignified 
Monkey landed on his back with a huge thud followed by a loud 
‘phaaaaaw’ as the wind was knocked out of him. 
 “Are you alright?” asked a bell ringer, with a slight chuckle 
which he tried hard to disguise. 
 “I will be when I start ringing the bells”, replied Monkey. 
 Monkey was surprised to learn that bell ringing was not an easy 
activity. He discovered to his horror that it was rather complicated. 
 The assistant smiled politely and told Monkey to hold on to 
the rope tightly and under no circumstances let go of it. Monkey 
followed the instruction, but jerked the rope so hard that the force 
flung him up into the air. He was so horrified that he kicked his legs 
wildly, however the kicking only served to make the rope swing 
around in circles. Monkey felt like he was on a very fast roundabout 
and he was becoming dizzier and dizzier. 
 Eventually the bell ringers managed to catch the swinging rope 
and terrified Monkey. When Monkey finally had both feet firmly 
back on the ground he could see the whole tower spinning around 
in front of his eyes. 
 “This tower is still moving”, yelled Monkey. “I am going to be 
sick”, he added as he fell over. Fortunately for everyone he wasn’t 

sick. 
  When Monkey felt better he struggled up and attempted to 
walk in a straight line towards the door. He soon discovered that 
dizziness makes walking in a straight line impossible. Poor Monkey 
crashed into the walls and the door frame during his attempt to get 
away from the Church. Eventually one of the bell ringers grabbed 
hold of Monkey and carried him back to the pub. 
 At the pub, after recovering from the ordeal, Monkey thought 
about his rather disappointing experience. 
 “Not everything is life turns out as good as we expect it to be”, 
said Monkey. “Sometimes we have to accept disappointment with 
good grace.” 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 
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Doris duck was true to her word and when the road was clear she 
waddled across to Drinking Bob’s cottage. It took her quite a while. 
When her efforts initially failed to get attention, Doris jumped onto 
the windowsill and pecked at the window. Eventually Drinking Bob 
opened the front door. 
 “Bob, Bob”, quacked Doris duck. “We need your help at the 
pond.” 
 “What is wrong?” asked Drinking Bob. 
 “We’re scared of catching Covid-19 from people who come to 
feed us and want duck sized masks to keep us safe”, replied Doris 
duck. “But, we don’t know how to get them.” 
 “I can help you”, replied Drinking Bob. “My wife has a lot of 
material and sewing thread. She will make you some duck sized 
masks. It won’t take too long as your faces are really small.” 
 So, Drinking Bob’s wife got to work sewing colourful face 
masks for the ducks. There were all different patterns and colours. 
They were as colourful as a rainbow. 
 When all the masks were complete, Drinking Bob took them 
to the ducks. The ducks were so excited to see all the masks. But 
they started to squabble about who would have the prettiest or 
most colourful mask. 
 “Stop fighting” ordered Drinking Bob. “It doesn’t matter what 
the mask looks like, the important thing is that it will keep you safe. 
I will hand each of you a mask and I don’t want to see or hear you 
squabbling.” 
 The ducks said that they were sorry about squabbling. They 
agreed that to keep safe they would wear whatever mask was 
given to them by Drinking Bob. Then Drinking Bob told the ducks 
that to be safe they must keep a good distance from people and 
wash their webbed feet after walking on the ground around the 
pond. 
 Dudley duck wanted all the ducks to keep safe. 
 “D-d-don’t be ‘quackers’, you mustn’t ignore what Drinking 
Bob has told you”, instructed Dudley duck. “Follow the rules and 
remain safe.” 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 

MONKEY AND THE BELL RINGERS (continued)
As Tower Captain of the bell ringers here at Writtle, 
I was delighted to read in the last issue (page 32) 
about the exploits of Monkey when he left his 
hangout and visited the bell tower before lockdown. 
I don’t recall the evening he visited but I am sure he 

was made very welcome. Monkey even had a go on a bell, under 
strict supervision of course. 
 As bell ringers we have been silent since mid-March 2020 
just before the, first lockdown was announced, unable to enjoy 
our hobby or mark joyful weddings, sombre funerals and church 
services. We were able to briefly resume ringing in September 
but only with very limited numbers, social distancing and face 
coverings! It has been a very difficult time for everyone. As I write, 
the UK Government has published a roadmap for exiting lockdown 
over the coming months, detailing how and when restrictions will 
be eased if everything goes to plan. It is a welcome and cautious 
framework for a return to normality. The roadmap provides us with 
an opportunity for ringing to return over the coming months. 
 For bell ringing, the post pandemic landscape will look very 
different. We will all be a year older and may have found other 
hobbies in the meantime. Some ringers won’t return, some will ring 
less, some towers may even fall silent. Ringing is like riding a bike. 
When you haven’t ridden a bike for a while you start to wobble 
but, in a few minutes, you get back into the groove. Hopefully, 
ringing will resume with few problems and we’ll be back enjoying 
our wonderful hobby again soon. 
 With that in mind we will need to recruit new or encourage 
lapsed ringers back to our tower if we are to survive and carry on 
the tradition. In the next edition I will hopefully be in a better position 
to know when we can resume ringing and recommence face-to-
face teaching. We will welcome anyone who wishes to learn to 
ring, even Monkey! 

Andrew Brewster, Tower Captain, writtleringers@gmail.com 

Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain and helps 
keep you fit... it also makes a glorious sound!
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MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish Council 7.30pm Monday 12th April, 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Annual Parish  8.00pm Monday 24th May

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Annual Parish Council 7.30pm Monday 10th May

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 26th April
Playing Fields  8.00pm Monday 26th April
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 17th May
Highways and Transport 8.00pm Monday 17th May

CORRECTION: 
HOW WILL THE PLANNED WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 
AFFECT WRITTLE’S TRAFFIC? 
In issue 240 of Writtle News I wrote the following: 
“Pre-Covid, on a typical weekday morning, just under 1,000 
vehicles drove into Writtle passing the Lordship Road SID during 
the morning peak hour. The predicted extra 115 Warren Farm 
vehicles would therefore be expected to increase the traffic driving 
into Writtle on Lordship Road by about 12%.” (Page 29, Issue 240, 
Feb. - Mar. 2021).

Since this was published, we have discovered that the 1,000 
vehicle figure and therefore the percentage is not accurate. This is 
because the Speed Indicator Devices in Lordship Road and Ongar 
Road are not able to accurately count the number of vehicles that 
pass by when the road is busy. This was discovered by comparing 
SID data with manual traffic counts. Fortunately, the primary 
purpose of the SIDs is to tell motorists when they are driving at 31 
mph or above, and we currently have no reason to believe that this 
is not working as it should. 

Peter Cracknell,Chair of Writtle Parish Council’s
Highways and Transport, Committee. 

WRITTLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - YOUR PLAN FOR THE 
FUTURE-SUBMITTED! 
I am very pleased to announce that the Writtle Neighbourhood Plan 
and all its supporting documentation was successfully submitted 
to Chelmsford City Council on the 9th February 2021. 
 Public consultation commenced on 25th February and will 
close on the 8th of April. All the comments and the plan itself will 
then go forward for independent examination. 
 This process and ultimately a referendum is managed by 
Chelmsford City Council. 
 The City Council can receive representations during the public 
consultation period. 
 The Examiner will decide whether: 
1.  The Plan is ‘sound’ and can go forward for referendum by all 

those in the Parish who are entitled to vote. 
2. Modifications can be suggested to the Plan and it can then proceed. 
3. The Plan is not ‘sound’ and cannot proceed. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtle-pc.co.uk

MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 1st February
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 3rd March
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 12th April

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th February
Highways and Transport 8.15pm Monday 15th February
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th March
Environment 8.15pm Monday 15th March

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit

HOW WILL THE PLANNED WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 
AFFECT WRITTLE’S TRAFFIC?
The North West Action Group was formed to oppose development 
to the north and west of Chelmsford, including the planned 
development on Roxwell Road known as Warren Farm. This group 
consisted of the Parish Councils of Broomfield, Chignal and Little 
Waltham, as well as Writtle. 
 As one of the best arguments against this development was 
traffic volumes, the Group commissioned a report from The Traffic 
Transport and Highway Consultancy which contained an appendix 
with traffic flow predictions for the Writtle Area. 
 The 800 new homes proposed for the Warren Farm 
development is predicted to increase the traffic on Roxwell Road, 
in 2036, by about 18%. In the morning peak hour, the predicted 
traffic flows are 92 vehicles entering Warren Farm and 263 leaving. 
In the afternoon it is 234 vehicles entering the site and 139 leaving. 
In the morning and afternoon peak hours 44% of the traffic leaving 
and entering Warren Farm is expected to travel along Lordship 
Road. This would mean an estimate of 115 Warren Farm vehicles 
travelling toward Writtle in the morning peak hour. The speed 
indicator device, or SID, in Lordship Road tells drivers when they 
are travelling at 31mph or more. This SID also records the number 
of vehicles driving into Writtle on Lordship Road for each hour of 
the day. 
 Pre-Covid, on a typical weekday morning, just under 1,000 
vehicles drove into Writtle passing the Lordship Road SID during 
the morning peak hour. The predicted extra 115 Warren Farm 
vehicles would therefore be expected to increase the traffic driving 
into Writtle on Lordship Road by about 12%. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtlepc.co.uk
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The submitted Plan is a planning document which reflects the 
views as expressed by you as to how you would wish the Parish 
to develop in all aspects over the next 15 years and represents 
over 3.5 years work to reach this stage. Once adopted, it will be 
a statutory document which will have to be consulted when all 
planning proposals are considered. 
 I would like to thank the Community of Writtle at large, 
parishioners, major organisations, schools, scouts and guides, 
local interest groups, sports clubs and businesses for the time 
and trouble they have taken to make plain how they feel about the 
village, which I think reflects on how strongly everybody feels. 
 I would particularly like to thank the Parish Council and their 
staff for their unerring support for this project and the members of 
the Steering Group who are all volunteers and have given up an 
enormous amount of time to ensure that this project has reached 
this stage. I would also like to add my thanks to their partners, who 
have had to put up with them! 
 I will, of course, keep you up to date as we proceed to the next 
stage. 

Jonathan Weymouth. 
Chair: Writtle Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL / FACEBOOK
Want to know the latest information from Writtle Parish Council? 
Look no further than our new Facebook page. It contains the latest 
updates from the parish council, links to local consultations, details 
about our local projects and much more. 
 To support our Facebook page, we would be grateful if you 
would like our page and share with other local residents, so that we 
can spread the updates more widely. 
 We would love to hear from you too. What sort of information 
do you want to hear from your parish council? Please contact us 
on admin@writtle-gov.uk and let us know your thoughts. 

Writtle Parish Council / Facebook
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Writtle Gardens Open Day is a charity event with all 
proceeds going to the fund that helps maintain the 

fabric of All Saints Village Church

WWRRIITTTTLLEE  
GGAARRDDEENNSS
OOPPEENN  DDAAYY

With Covid-19 restrictions still in operation up to late 
June this year, the organisers have decided to postpone 
our planned 2021 event until next year.

With around 1,000 people usually attending our Open 
Gardens day, it is felt we should not put the village at risk 
so soon after the end of lockdown.

It also places too much responsibility on garden owners 
to manage the flow of visitors through many gardens, 
particularly the smaller ones.

However, if you have a nice garden and would
like to be involved next year please give us a call.

Jean Pinkney  01245 421503
Peter Pegg      01245 420200

Revised date for next year
Sunday 19th June 2022



WRITTLE ARCHIVES ERNEST COLLINS, PRISONER 
OF WAR, 1918
Recently, a letter sent to Ernest 
Collins, hand written from King 
George V on Buckingham Palace 
notepaper, was handed to me. It 
was dated 1918 and the transcript is 
shown below.
15458 Pte Collins, Essex Reg 1918
The Queen joins me in welcoming 
you on your release from the miseries 
& hardships, which you have endured 
with so much patience and courage. 
During these many months of trial, 
the costly rescue of our gallant 

officers and men from the cruelties of their captivity has been 
uppermost in our thoughts. 
We are thankful that this longed for day has arrived, and that back in 
the old Country you will be able once more to enjoy the happiness 
of a home & to see good days among those who anxiously look 
for your return. 
George R.J.

We hear so much about those that died in the terrible war, but little 
about those that were taken prisoner, so I have tried to find out 
more about Ernest from our archives and online. 
 Ernest Collins was one of 12 children born to William James 
(1857-1934) and Ellen who lived in Bridge Street. He was a 
bricklayer/labourer by trade and had married Ellen Martin in 1881. 
They had 7 sons and 5 daughters between 1882 and 1903. Several 
of the boys followed their father into the bricklaying business. 
 It seems that Ernest had joined up at the start of WW1 but no 
record could be found of his earlier deployment. However, by March 
1918 he was with the 11th Essex Regiment on the Western Front. 

Excerpts from the notes of John Trusler show how Ernest’s war 
ended. 
“In early 1918 the Battalion was part of the 18th Brigade of the 6th 
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Division. It was no great secret that the Germans were preparing for 
a major attack. General Gough had insufficient troops to man the 
whole of the front line in great depth and so as well as the trenches 
there were created strong points which could give covering fire to 
each other. 
 On Mar 20th a working party of 300 went to Maricourt Wood 
to dig more trenches. On Thursday 21st March it was believed that 
the German attack was imminent and the Battalion was ordered 
forward to be in position by 5.30 am. The working party had to 
march back and arrived, exhausted, at 3 am. Tea and rum were 
dished out. 
 At 5am the German bombardment began with high explosives 
and gas. This was the start of the German Spring Offensive - 
Operation Michael. The German infantry was aided by a heavy mist 
that morning enabling the bypassing of many of the British strong 
points. Although an attack had been anticipated the Allies were 
caught out by its speed and ferocity. 
 By mid morning casualties in the 11th were mounting. German 
artillery and machine gun fire intensified throughout the day and by 
dusk the line was driven back. 
 In the early hours of Friday some Germans had infiltrated the 
British line but were driven off. By now the Battalion Diary records 
that all ranks were very exhausted. The Germans took advantage 
of the morning mist and as the day wore on they continued to 
push forward and at 4.30pm they broke through the line. The 
situation of our troops was now critical and at 6.30 pm an intense 
bombardment made the line untenable. They were in an advanced 
position with both flanks open and the Order came “You will 
withdraw at once without being relieved.” 
 Some transport was to be provided but shelling made this 
impossible and the Diary records that the exhausted remnants 
of the 11th comprising 7 officers and 77 other ranks marched to 
Buchanan Camp arriving at 6.30 on the 23rd March. The Battalion 
had suffered considerable losses. 6 officers and 31 other ranks 
killed; missing were 5 officers and 275 other ranks; wounded were 
6 officers and 105 other ranks. Total casualties 17 officers and 411 
other ranks. 
 Ernest was one of the lucky ones relatively speaking. All too 

often ‘Missing’ meant killed and someone whose body was never 
identified. However, the speed and intensity of the German advance 
meant that large numbers of British troops found themselves cut 
off behind enemy lines. Thousands of British troops were captured 
and initially were imprisoned in makeshift prison camps in Belgium 
and France before ending up in Prisoner of War camps in Germany 
where conditions were often dire. The German advance re-took all 
the Allied gains so painfully won in the previous years but petered 
out in the early summer leading to the successful campaigns by the 
Allies and then the Armistice in November 1918.” 

Ernest, no 15458, was captured on March 22nd, but it is not 
known where he was interned. His name was found on a list of 
repatriated Prisoners of War who disembarked at Dover, November 
21st 1918, from Calais. 
 His family must have been delighted at his safe return. He 
married Ivy Zanallia Alice Parslow at Writtle church in 1926 and 
was found in the 1939 census at 57 Ockelford Avenue, Melbourne, 
Chelmsford, having been working as a scaffolder and builder’s 
labourer doing heavy work. 
 The Collins were a large family, baptisms appearing from the 
1600s in Writtle. However, in the census returns Ernest’s father, 
William James, was born in Liverpool, NSW, Australia in 1857, and 
a sister Sarah born in Redfern, NSW, Australia in 1861 to James 
(1823-1905) and Ann née Barker. James was born in Writtle and 
was an agricultural labourer living in St Johns Green in 1841. 
James and his wife do not appear on the Writtle Census in 1851 
or 1861, as during this time they must have emigrated to Australia. 
When they returned by 1871 James worked as a grocer and baker 
living in Bridge Street. He died in 1905 in the Chelmsford Union 
Workhouse. 
 A mystery remains on why James and Ann Collins went to 
Australia and how they fared, as they must have returned to Writtle 
soon after their children were born. 
 Unfortunately, the Archives are still closed to visitors, but please 
get in touch with any of your memories or queries which we will try 
to answer. 

Wendy Hibbitt 421265 wendyhibbitt@hotmail.com 
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www.beresfordsgroup.co.uk

Property professionals since 1968

Writtle’s only estate agent

Residential Sales:
Writtle (01245) 420880

Country Homes:
Chelmsford (01245) 397475

Residential Lettings:
Chelmsford (01245) 500666

Offices throughout Essex and into
Central and Greater London.



2835



29

GET READY
FOR SPRING
WITH ERNEST DOE POWER

FYFIELD, Ongar, CM5 0NS
Tel: 01277 899464

ED1469 FYFIELD LANDSCAPE A5.qxp_Layout 1  28/02/2020  09:49  Page 1
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WWrriittttllee  BBaatthhrroooommss  

&&  KKiittcchheennss  
Peter Lambell,  Sawney Brook,  Writtle 

    07973 410794 / 01245 421402

Full Covid-19 protective measures 
and social distancing strictly observed 

General Plumbing also undertaken
Tiling, Flooring, Underfloor heating 

References available 

W: writtlebathrooms.co.uk
EE::  wwrriittttlleebbaatthhrroooommss@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ

M.O.T’s while yOu waiT, by appOinTMenT 
Opening hours; 

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am – 11:00am 

 
Forecourt Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Offering newspapers and a selection of  your essential needs 
 

2-4 Lordship Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3EH 
Suzanne Earthy suzanne@prestons.skoda.co.uk Financial Director 
Richard Preston richard@prestons.skoda.co.uk Service Manager 

Ian Warnock ian@prestons-Ssangyong.co.uk  Car Sales 
Tel:- 01245 420262 

 
 

PRESTONS GARAGE 
Family Business Est. Since1919 

 

Your local, reliable garage; happy to work on all makes of  cars.  Fully qualified 
and experienced technicians and staff  ready to help and advise you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SKODA APPROVED 
AFTERSALES 

SSANGYONG 
MAIN DEALER 
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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VViirrttuuaall  SSpprriinngg  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  22002211  
In place of the regular Annual Spring Exhibition 
held in the Village Hall, the Writtle Art Group is 
holding an online exhibition of new artworks. 

To view online, go to: 
www.writtleartgroup.blogspot.com 

We hope to resume our normal exhibition in the Autumn 
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 

                                                                                                      
  
HHeeaatthheerr  CCootttteeee..  BBSScc;;  MMCCSSPP::  MMMMAACCPP  
          CChhaarrtteerreedd  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt  
  

Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 
 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
of Writtle at The Christian Centre 
  

        IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseeee  aa  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt,,  aa  ccaarriinngg  aanndd  ssaaffee            
        wweellccoommee  aawwaaiittss  yyoouu..                      

TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  mmee  oonn  

0077997733  557755994444  
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Lee Sullivan 
• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
• Committed to professional, quality workmanship
• Skilled, Cost-effective & Dependable Service
• References Available
• Fully Insured

33 Rectory Road Writtle  |  lapd.essex@gmail.com  | www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk 

Landline: 01245 422829 
Mobile: 0797 1003423 

Lee Sullivan t/a LAPD | Est. 1990 |‘to protect & preserve’ 

T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing

Jade

B E A U T Y  S T U D I O
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Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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46 Wilshire Avenue, Springfield
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6QW

PAINTING, DECORATING, CARPENTRY
PLASTIC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

BUILT-UP FLAT ROOFING & GENERAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01245 493823
Mobile: 07725 111337

Email: daryn_johnson27@hotmail.com
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L. C. MASON T/A
WRITTLE LANDSCAPES

HARD LANDSCAPING   PATIOS   DRIVES
WALLS   FENCING   LAWNS (TURF & SEED)
TEL: 01245 420390   OR   07802 209173

Kim Fish Bookkeeping 
07795 686868 

We now have space to take on more clients 
General Accounts, CIS, VAT, PAYE 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
 

MARTIN FISH 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

JUST AS YOU LIKE IT 
Tel: 07775 522879 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
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ASSISTANCE
Emergency number only: Ambulance, Fire, Police 999 or 112
Fire non-emergency: 0300 3030088
Chelmsford Counselling Foundation: (formerly Writtle Pastoral 

Foundation): 42 Cedar Avenue, Chelmsford 284890
Chelmsford Home Start: Voluntary home visiting for young families 

under stress: Chelmsford 264047
Chelmsford Community Transport: 477750
Citizens Advice Bureau: Burgess Well House, Coval Lane, 

Chelmsford CM1 1JE - Advice Line 01245 205656 
- Main Line 01245 205605

Marriage Guidance Council: 79 Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford 258680 (am)

Mobile Customer Information Services Team: 01245 606891
N.H.S. Direct: 111 
Ambulance: Essex Ambulance Service & NHS Trust 01245 443344
Police: Police Chelmsford can be contacted by telephone on 101
Parking Wardens: 01245 606626 or 01245 606710
RELATE: 47 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 258680 ext. 485950
Samaritans: In distress or despair? - Ring Chelmsford 116123
Talking Newspaper: contact Pat on Chelmsford 354079

LOCAL FACILITIES
Christian Centre: email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 

07949 060567 contact name: Andrew Brewster
Doctors’ Surgery: 421205
Hylands School: 266766
Library: Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm open by volunteers 

1pm-5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm, Thursday 1pm-5pm, 
Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm. Renewals/enquiries 
0345 603 7628

Pharmacy: 422357
The Beryl Platt Centre: 420676

Village Hall: Booking Secretary: Wendy Risdon 07394 663636; 
email: writtlevillagehall@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Roger Bailey: 421508

The Writtle Dental Surgery: NHS & Private 421781
Walk-in Hearing Help Session: 9.30-10.30, 

3rd Thursday of the month, Parish Council Offices: 348440
Writtle College: 424200
Writtle Archives: Wendy Hibbitt 421265
Writtle Community Care: Mick Townley 07704 603271
Writtle County Infants School: 420963.
Writtle County Junior School: 420592
Writtle Green Pre-School: Val Wilson 07950 944612
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 420332
 Small sided artificial pitch bookings: Lisa Bailey 07979 427938
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 432332 after 8pm. 

4G multi-use games court bookings: Sherry Paterson 
writtle4gbookings@gmail.com / 01245 443025. 
Hall Booking Secretary: Sherry Patterson 
hallhire@writtlesportsandsocialclub.co.uk / 01245 443025

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Member of Parliament: Kemi Badenoch (Saffron Walden 

Constituency) Tel: 02072191943
County Councillor: John Aldridge 421524
City Councillors: Tim Roper 421977, Malcolm Watson 422808
Parish Councillors: Clerk: Lauretta Fox, 420066
 North Ward: Sue Bell 07866 239043, Ralph Bray 422460, 

Andrew Carter 422232, Paul Costello 07841 342972, 
Chris Hibbitt 421265, Thomas Kinloch 763720, 
Renato Schmid 420866 and Wendy Walker 420147.

 South Ward: Sue Emery 420297, Peter Cracknell 421392, 
Louise Gannicott 422962, Sandra Massey, Ian Nicholls 07791 
832894, John Rayner 07767 607210  

WRITTLE DIRECTORY
Writtle News website: https://www.writtlenews.wordpress.com   Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

Please inform the Editor if an entry in this Directory needs updating or removing
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Conservative Party: Sec: Lisa Lee, 01799 506349, The Old Armoury, 
3 Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JN

SPORTS CLUBS
Chelmsford Croquet Club: Chairman: David Bateson 442291
Gym Club: Coz Yates 420393
Writtle Badminton Club: Paul & Ann Norris 283632
Writtle Bowling Club: Hon. Sec: Mrs Wendy Harvey 01245 421608
Writtle Carpet Bowls Club: Sec: Heather Bourdon 07826 559257
Writtle Cricket Club: Hon. Sec: Mike Faulconbridge, 601138; 

mobile 07746 290947
Writtle Darts Club: Hon. Sec: Dave Elliott 420015
Writtle Football Club: Hon. Sec: Paul Gallacher 353023
Writtle Minors F.C.: Chairman: Matt Soden 07847 327622; 

Sec: Alistair Patient, 07979 648626
Writtle Table Tennis Club: Hon Sec: Mathew Brown, 07814 323611
Writtle Tennis Club: Sec: Mrs Sue Emery Chelmsford 420297

ORGANISATIONS
All Saints Bell Ringers: ‘Tower Captain’, Andrew Brewster 421166
All Saints Church Choir:
Brownie & Rainbow Waiting List: girlguidingessexne.org.uk/

Join+Us/
Chelmsford Marquetry Group: Margaret Bonnett 420415
Chelmsford Morris Dancing: Celia Kemp 263753
Chess Club: Chairman: Ivor Smith 421193
Friends of Writtle Parish Church: 422846
Garden & Allotment Society: E: info@writtlegardeners.org 

W: writtlegardeners.org
Guides: 1st Writtle: Mrs Nikki Bird nikki.bird@gmx.co.uk
 3rd Writtle: Mrs Margaret Loster 420958
 Zodiac Rangers: Mrs Josie Mullender 630190
Heritage Writtle: Membership Sec: Mr Dave Stock 421515
Heron Bridge Club: Sec: Angela Cheek 462412
National & Folk Dance Centre: Annette Clark 469197
Parents Association (Infants School): School number 420963

Parents Association (Junior School): 420592
Photographic Society: Peter Graves 421240 Chris Bell 421482
Red Cross: Welfare Office, 200 London Road, Chelmsford 490090
St. John Ambulance: Loan of Medical Comforts: 625678
Sequence Dance Club: Mr D Card 440730
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (6-14 yrs): Mr Andrew King 421431
Explorer Scouts (14-18 yrs): Mr Nick King 421431
WEA: Sec: Anita Curtis 420365
W.I. (Evening): Mrs Mavis Awcock 422668
Writtle Art Group: Lin Wells 352082
Writtle Bridge Circle: Sandy Smith 443096
Writtle Cards (Drama Group): Daniel Curley 07743 322209
Writtle Community Association: Longmeads, 

12-14 Redwood Drive, 420676
Writtle Handbell Ringers: Mrs A. Bailey 421508
Writtle International Scooter Collective: Contact - Ozzie Burrows 

07973 781765
Writtle Manor Football: Sec: Barry Long 420558
Writtle Relief-in-Need Charity: Clerk: Mrs Christine Aldridge 421524
Writtle Sewing Club: Angela Robinson, 07549 184636; 

Catherine Jones, 07730 611687
Writtle Singers: Chairperson: Mr. Steven Clews, 01277 218790
Writtle Tappers (Adult Tap Class): Annette Clark 469197
Writtle Wives: Leader Mrs Barbara Cooley, 420854
Writtle News Policy Board: Chairman John Aldridge 421524; 
 Parish Council: Andrew Carter 422232; 
 PCC: Hazel Kempton
 Catholics Nora Smith; CA Kim Fish 07787479228; 
 Writtle Garden & Allotment Society: Virginia Craig 422031;
 Village Hall Committee: Peter Pegg 420200

Designed and printed by Simmons Printers, Bilton Road, 
Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford CM1 2UJ - 01245 352480
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Peacock butterfly (Inachis io).
Photograph by Christine Knight.
Please see page 16.


