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ONCE IT’S IN WRITTLE NEWS IT’S ALL ROUND THE 
VILLAGE DELIVERED TO 2,600 DOORS!

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
To place an advert or to update your black and white advert to 
colour, please contact Wendy Kateley on 01245 420998. Please 
email art work for all new b/w and colour adverts to: writtlenews@
gmail.com   Thank you.

Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com
Writtle News website: 
http://www.writtlenews.byck.co.uk

NOTICE
Due to Covid 19 issues there may be a delay in the distribution 
of this February/March Writtle News, a delay similar to that we 
accepted in 2020, but it will still go online at the appropriate 
time. 
 The Writtle News website will also change in May 2021. As 
yet we are not in possession of the new website address, so 
to access the new address online, try typing in ‘Writtle News 
magazine’. 
 We will publish the new website in the April/May edition of 
the Writtle News.
 Many thanks,

Christine Knight, Editor.
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FROM THE VICAR
Today, as I write, it’s Earth Day; a day to remember the home planet 
we live on - the only one we’ve got. Earth Day commemorates 
the beginning of the Environmental Movement on 22nd April 1970 
and is a call to the world to take care of our home. If you Google 
Earth Day, you’ll find plenty of information and websites that will 
encourage you to take part in small but significant ways to help our 
planet survive. As a species, we have made a bit of a mess of our 
home, haven’t we. 
 I don’t know if you’re aware, but the Church of England has 
made a pledge to be Net Carbon Neutral by 2030. That will be 
quite something to achieve I reckon, especially as we’ve got so 
many ancient buildings that are just not environmentally efficient, 
and to make them become so, is really very expensive. And it’s 
quite a job to go through the process of doing an environmental 
audit to set a baseline of where we are now with a view to setting 
an achievable target and make a plan as to how to get there.
 And I wonder if you can help us with this....? I reckon there 
will be people within our Village with real expertise and interest in 
environmental issues, and knowledge and skills in working through 
the process of helping us achieve our goal of becoming carbon neutral 
by 2030. If it is you, then I’d love to have a yarn with you about it. 
 Today, President Biden is hosting a Leaders’ Summit on Climate, 
where 40 world leaders will virtually take part in discussing the urgency, 
along with the economic benefits of taking stronger climate action. 
And later this year, the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) will take place in Glasgow with a view to taking action to 
keep global warming within 1.5ºC to slow down the impending climate 
disaster and begin to reverse the damage being done. 
 The cynics may argue that it’s all just a lot of talk and very little 
will come of it. But I have been surprised at how some things have 
changed in a relatively short space of time. I didn’t think electric 
cars would become so popular so quickly, or big oil companies 
investing in green energy, or financial institutions get behind 
ethical and environmental companies. I think Greta Thunberg has 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH
FROM THE VICAR
It’s difficult to know what to write just now as it’s late December 
and this will be getting to you in the New Year. Covid Christmas 
will have been and gone, Covid vaccinations will have begun, the 
muted Christmas and New Year celebrations will be a memory... 
 What have been your significant memories of 2020? What did 
you learn? What did you lose? Did you gain anything? How have 
you grown as a person? Sometimes these can be questions we 
just toss around in our heads, or over a drink with some friends and 
they can feel inconsequential. But they’re actually pretty deep and 
significant and worth considering as we begin a New Year. 
 I have a dim memory of an old story that I can’t quite remember 
exactly, but it goes something like this. In a country far, far away 
a traveller was going from here to there and after many weeks of 
crossing unknown territory that left her weary, came upon a walled 
town. In the wall was a gate, and the traveller stopped at the gate 
and knocked on it as loudly as she could. Above the gate was a 
gatekeeper who poked his head out of the window to see who had 
disturbed his afternoon nap. He called down to the traveller, “Who 
are you, where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 These are good questions, don’t you think? The answers will 
give the gatekeeper an idea of who is wanting to enter his town. 
But they also confront the traveller with considering her life, and 
that it is more than just that moment of banging on the door. 
 As we consider the year just gone it has been a strange one for 
us all, and this New Year is likely to continue with uncertainty as the 
effectiveness of the Covid vaccine is yet unknown from a societal 
level; the economy is still undergoing massive upheaval; Brexit and 
our relationship with the EU will be a new step. 
 “Who are you, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” They are good questions for us to consider at the 
beginning of a New Year. Why not take a few minutes each day for 
the rest of this month to ask yourself those questions?
 I wish you all a very happy New Year, and may you know God’s 
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inspired a generation of young people who will inherit the world 
we leave them and have to deal with the mess we’ve made, and 
big companies and world leaders are taking notice of that. It’s 
important that world leaders are seen to be meeting to discuss the 
biggest threat to our world and our survival along with the beauty 
of the natural world. And it’s important that our schools, along with 
other institutions, are also engaging with this complex and life and 
death issue. 
 The planet will outlast us, and therefore we must realise that 
we are mere stewards of the gift that it is to us. Our Bible reminds 
us in Psalm 24 that ‘the earth is the lord’s, and everything in it’. 
Sometimes I tremble at that. Do you? 

With every blessing to you, Rev Tony. 

ALL SAINTS CALENDAR
JUNE
3rd  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
6th   First Sunday after Trinity (1st)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
10th  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
13th  Second Sunday after Trinity (2nd) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
17th  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
20th   Third Sunday after Trinity (3rd)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
24th  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
27th   Fourth Sunday after Trinity (4th)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Ministry of the Word

JULY 
1st  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
3rd  8.00am Common Prayer - Taizé style (Covid permitting)
4th   Fifth Sunday after Trinity (1st)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)

 10.00am Holy Communion
8th  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
11th  Sixth Sunday after Trinity (2nd) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
15th 10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
18th   Seventh Sunday after Trinity (3rd)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
22nd  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
25th   Eighth Sunday after Trinity (4th)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion
29th  10.00am Morning Prayer with Journal Reading (YouTube)
31st  8.00am Common Prayer - Taizé style (Covid permitting)

AUGUST
1st   Ninth Sunday after Trinity (1st)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am Holy Communion

PLEASE NOTE: You can find our YouTube channel by searching 
on YouTube for Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell churches. And 
please keep an eye on our website at www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk 
and our Facebook page. 
 The Parish Office is now open from Tuesday-Friday 10.00am-
12 noon. The church itself is open each day from 10.00am-3.00pm 
(Covid restrictions permitting). 

FUNERALS
PLEASE NOTE: This is a list of funerals at All Saints Church or 
taken by All Saints Ministry Team at Chelmsford Crematorium. It is 
not a list of those who have died in the village.
1st March  Vanessa Ho You
6th April Rosina Fanning
12th April Raymond Cansell
15th April Jo Lane
20th April Rosina Smart
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Dear Friends,
Empty shelves, a shortage of essential goods, not being able to 
travel easily; such has been the ‘Lockdown’ experience in the UK. 
For the parishes I look after on the islands of the South Atlantic, 
however, such things are a normal part of life. 
 As well as being Parish Priest of OLI and Holy Name, 
Chelmsford, I also look after the Catholic parishes on the islands 
of the South Atlantic. Sadly, I have been unable to visit them for 
well over a year, but hopefully I will be able to travel in the autumn. 
When I could travel around the island parishes, what I have learnt 
above all is to abandon everything to Divine Providence. Everything 
is so unpredictable that you have little choice but to trust in God. 
Flights and shipping schedules are liable to change at a moment’s 
notice. Timetables are more of an aspiration than an actual guide. 
 On nearly every visit to the Falkland Islands, my flights have either 
been delayed or cancelled. At times, this was because some vital bit 
of the engine had fallen off the plane, but normally it is to do with the 
weather. On the Falklands, the wind can blow in from four different 
directions at the same time. Setting sail from Cape Town to visit 
the other islands, you are simply at the mercy of the South Atlantic 
swells (which are anything but swell). On the islands, the availability 
of food and clothing is ‘hit and miss’. Patience is essential.
 Thankfully, the virus did not spread far among the South Atlantic 
Islands. The Falkland Islands had around a dozen cases, but these 
were all contained within the garrison. Ascension Island had a few 
cases as well. These were all American service men and women 
and they returned to the USA. St Helena and Tristan da Cunha 
have been spared, thank God. While it has been a worrying time 
for the whole world, on small islands like St Helena or Tristan da 
Cunha, if one person becomes sick, then pretty much the whole 
population is at risk. 
 As in the UK, church services were suspended on the Falkland 
Islands and on St Helena. Both these islands have airports and so 
it was a prudent action to stop. On Ascension Island, the church 
cannot be locked; it does not have a door or windows, or many walls 
for that matter. However, with the permission and encouragement 
of the civil administration, the parishioners of St Joseph’s on Tristan 
da Cunha kept going to church on Sundays. Like most buildings on 

178 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0AR
Telephone: (01245) 352898

Abbot Hugh Allan   BA(OPraem)

SATURDAYS
9.00am at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
SUNDAYS
9.00am, 12 noon, 7.00pm.
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
10.30am at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
WEEKDAYS
8.00am at St. Philip’s Priory, New London Road
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30pm and Fridays 9.30am at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
7.00am, 9.30am, 12.30pm and 7.00pm. 
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
7.30pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
CONFESSIONS
11.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
5.30pm to 6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue, 
Moulsham Lodge
BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES
By appointment
THE PARISH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
116 Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford. 
Parish Priest Fr. Paul Cracknell   Tel: 354256
MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm
Sun: 9.30am & 11.30am

PARISH OF OUR LADY IMMACULATE
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the island, the church door has no lock and the door really only acts 
as a barrier to keep the cows out of church. Since the island is cut 
off completely from physical contact with the outside world, it was 
possible for the islanders to continue with their Sunday celebrations. 
 Despite the difficulties they face, the generosity of the islanders 
is incredible. On Tristan da Cunha, Harvest Sunday is normally at 
the end of March. This year, as they do every year, the parishioners 
gathered together food parcels to send to Cape Town to help the 
homeless. Just think of that. While everyone in the UK was going 
crazy and hoarding stockpiles of loo roll, the good people of St 
Joseph’s parish were quietly putting together gifts to help others. 
They knew that they would be facing a difficult time if the shipping 
schedule stopped because of the virus, The island has very few 
natural resources and they would get no income from passing cruise 
ships (everyone wants a t-shirt from the most remote island in the 
world!). Yet they still gave generously to others. That is not only loving 
our neighbour, but trusting in God. It is taking seriously what it means 
to say, “Lord, thy will be done”. What a great example for us all and 
something to take to heart as we move forward to happier days.

Abbott Hugh.
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Catholic church on Tristan da Cunha.

Abbott Hugh (on the right) with friends.

If you would like to write for the Writtle News
please contact Christine Knight, Editor,

by telephone
Tel: 01245 420045 

WrittleWritersWrittleWriters



COVID-19
Over the past year or so, I have been very careful in not saying too 
much about Covid-19 and it will continue to affect us all. But times 
change and we must move forward and accept this problem is with 
us. And those like myself who have been locked down for a year 
or so are finding that it is really beginning to tell on me, as I have 
no doubt it has on others. What most of us is missing is the lack of 
company and the chance to share our thoughts with colleagues. 
This has shown up in our phone bills. Mine is the highest it has ever 
been, and I ask the phone companies to keep their phone bills 
down and not to take advantage. I am fortunate that I have family 
and friends close by who keep an eye on me. I do often find it 
difficult to accept help at 91, as I have always been self-supporting, 
but I am very thankful for all the help offered and given.  These are 
very troubling times and we must continue to have faith in the 
vaccines. I urge you to have your jab, thus protecting us all for 
the future. If we try to hide the problem, it will get up and bite us 
again and again, and we must always have in mind our children 
and their future. So, let’s all continue to fight this virus using all 
possible means, including the Writtle News.            Derek Cooley.
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WRITTLE CARPET BOWLS WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL

18, The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3DU
Secretary: Sue Elwell, Tel: 07394 663636

Email: writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com

WRITTLE VILLAGE HALL
As from 21st June, we are back to normal opening.

We would like to announce that the 
Annual General Meeting of

Writtle Village Hall
will take place on Wednesday 9th June at 2.00pm

in the main hall.
However, please note that in order to maintain social 

distancing and to follow the government guidelines, only 11 
places will be available to the users of the Village Hall and 

other parishioners. 
If you would like to attend, please contact 

Sue on 07394 663636
or Email writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com 

to reserve your seat.
Entry will only be given if a face mask is worn.
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WRITTLE ART GROUP
VIRTUAL SPRING EXHIBITION 2021 
With Covid-19 restrictions still in place, the 
Writtle Art Group was unable to hold its regular 
Spring exhibition in the Village Hall. However, 
members of the group were able to display 60 
new paintings in an online format for the public to 

view. For those interested who may have missed it, the exhibition 
can still be viewed using a PC, laptop, tablet or smart-phone via 
the Group’s website at https://writtleartgroup.blogspot.com
 A wide variety of paintings were on show from 17 artists - with 
subjects ranging from spiders, rabbits, cats, flowers and still-life to 
snow-scenes and landscapes (with an international flavour) - plus 
some delightful portraits. In an assortment of painting mediums 
(watercolours, acrylics, oils, pastels, charcoal and pencil), the 
artworks on show were able to demonstrate a full range of creative 
styles from members of the Group. Since the exhibition went on 
show, over 500 views of the website have been recorded, showing 
an encouraging degree of interest. 
 At the time of writing, the Group intends to re-start its 
Monday morning sessions on 17th May with a restricted number 
of members - hopefully followed by its full quota of 30 artists in 
attendance from 21st June. The Group also hopes to mount its 
usual main exhibition in the Autumn - details of this in future issues 
of Writtle News. Membership enquires to Lin Wells 01245 352082. 

Peter Pegg, Writtle Art Group Committee Member. 
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Writtle Art Group.
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LOCKDOWN LITTERING
Following the relaxation of ‘lockdown’ rules last Autumn I explained 
that rather than the people who were gathering on The Green 
being litter louts, it was the jackdaws who were picking food 
wrappings out of the waste bins and spreading them around. This 
spring it was a joy to see people once again taking advantage of 

the unseasonal warm weather at the end of March and throughout 
April, and enjoying The Green to meet in their groups. 
 The day after the first stage relaxation of the second ‘lockdown’ 
I counted at one time roughly twenty nine separate groups of 
people gathered on The Green. Some groups were just talking, 
many had brought deck chairs, some had full-blown picnics with 
blankets and cool boxes, and some were playing cricket; and that 
number does not include those who were just jogging or cycling 
through, feeding the ducks, or walking the dog. 
 Even when the weather suddenly changed and we had snow 
on Easter Monday morning people were out there. 
 It was super to see everyone enjoying themselves and using 
the wonderful facility that Writtle Green is. It was also good to see 
that people were taking pains not only to comply with the current 
government rules and regulations, but to use and look after The 
Green. 
 The level of litter was phenomenal. None! (or, to be absolutely 
honest very little). Far less than I have usually seen on The Green 
in ‘normal’ times. When people go home again, often late in the 
evenings, they clear up and either take their litter home or put it in 
the bins, leaving The Green spick and span. 
 However, towards the end of April I started to notice that there 
was litter scattered about in the mornings. Chip wrappers were 
strewn around the bins and floating in the pond. A Moorhen had 
even incorporated some into her nest. It wasn’t the fault of the 
people who use The Green sensibly and responsibly, or even the 
foxes, who are more interested in the ducks. 
 The jackdaws were back and up to their old tricks. 

David Ransom.

WRITTLE SCULPTURE ON NATIONAL DATABASE
GODFREY HAS FLOWN THE COOP! 
The sculpture of ‘Godfrey’ (by Claire Fogarty) is now live on Art 
UK’s national database and features alongside the sculptures of 
Rodin, Henry Moore and Hepworth in representing the sculptures 
of Essex. 
 Also featured on the site is the more recent addition of Mare 
and Foal in Back Road. 
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Jackdaw littering The Green.
Photograph by David Ransom.



THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE

WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The Beryl Platt Centre, 12/14 Redwood Drive, Writtle CM1 3LY

01245 420676 / 07787 479228   bookingswca@gmail.com

WCA
Yet another few weeks of lockdown have passed and I hope 
by the time you read this, shops will be open and you will all be 
looking forward to a lovely summer. Here at the centre behind the 
scenes we have been getting the garden in tip top condition in 
preparation for you all to return. Everything is in place to deal with 
Covid regulations. 
 16th April saw the return of the Toddler Group to the centre 
and hopefully from 17th May all other groups will have been able to 
return, Slimming World, pilates, yoga & marquetry. 
 We still have space for other hirers and have already been busy 
with taking bookings for private parties and events. If you would like 
to book please email us at bookingswca@gmail.com or telephone 
Claire on 07787 479228. 
 We look forward to welcoming you to The Beryl Platt Centre in 
the very near future. 

Kim Fish, WCA Chair.

WEA
Writtle branch has not arranged any day schools for the summer 
session but there are some organised by the Essex Federation to 
be given on Zoom. If students wish to receive marketing details of 
all the courses that are being organised nearby, go to their student 

section on the WEA website. 
 At the moment, all courses will be on Zoom. We are still hoping 
to change to face-to-face in September, but at the moment we are 
still unsure of any dates for this. Details of any future courses will be 
in later issues of the Writtle News. 

WI

JUNE
Wed 30th Writtle Evening WI, via Zoom
  ‘The Pearl Lady’ with Frances Carlaw
JULY
Wed 14th Writtle Evening WI - To be announced.
  Will depend upon Covid guidelines

WRITTLE SINGERS

After a 2 week break for Easter we have resumed our weekly 
rehearsals on Zoom. Regulations mean we are still not able to 
meet in person but eagerly await the announcement 17th May 
when restrictions are eased further. Since the beginning of the 
year we have continued to explore a wide range of music including 
Mendelssohn, Purcell, Bruckner, Bridge and Andrew Gant. More 
recently we have been having fun with two of Jonathan Rathbone’s 
arrangements, Wraggle Taggle Gypsies and Strawberry Fair, as 
well as listening to members’ personal recommendations during 
the coffee break. 
 In February, vocal coach Ghislaine Morgan gave us a session 
on vocal warm-up techniques and voice care exercises, virtually of 
course! Members found this very helpful and one commented: 
 “I really enjoyed it, not least because Ghislaine’s long warm up 
seemed to resurrect my voice! It’s ages since I felt I was singing 
properly”.
 We are always pleased to welcome new members. Do get in 
touch if you would like to find out more: info@writtlesingers.org.uk 
or 07903 904011.
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WRITTLE LIBRARY
Due to social distancing, we are not resuming a normal service with 
regard to group activities. I will update you with more information as 
and when things change. 

Monday 9-5pm*
Tuesday 9-1pm*
Wednesday 9-5pm
Thursday 2-5.30pm
Friday 9-5pm*
Saturday 9-5pm

 *volunteer opening hours.

Renewals 03456 037628
libraries.essex.gov.uk
Writtle Library
Essex County Council
Tel: 0333 032 2709
Email: writtle.library@essex.gov.uk

AGE UK
INTRODUCING THE AGE UK ESSEX SUPPORTING THE 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
The William & Gladys Pudney Memorial Fund, managed by Essex 
Community Foundation, is giving Age UK Essex the opportunity 
to provide their information and advice service in the community 
in Writtle and the surrounding villages. It will be delivered initially 
as telephone support and then face-to-face at home or in the 
community when it is safe to do so. This is a free, impartial and 
confidential advice service for anyone aged 50 or over, their friends, 
family, professionals and carers. 
 With this service we hope to make connections to build a 
stronger community and reduce isolation, as well as helping 
vulnerable people to live fulfilling, independent lives. 
 If you or someone you know could use our help around benefits, 
housing, care needs or practical advice and information and you 
live in Writtle or the surrounding area please call: Gemma on 07825 
541711 or email: gemma.nichollsnorman@ageukessex.org.uk 
 Funded by Essex Community Foundation Essex Age UK.

RUSSELL’S KITCHEN

This cake or torte is great as an after lunch dessert 
served with vanilla ice cream or crème anglaise. 
Pre-heat fan oven to 180ºC. 
Grease with butter and flour a seven inch tin. 

INGREDIENTS

200g whole almonds.
3 large eggs. 
Zest of 1 lemon. 
Zest of 1 orange. 
150g of granulated sugar. 
Pinch of sea salt. 
Icing sugar for decoration. 

METHOD

1. Blitz the almonds in a food processor (not too fine, you want 
some texture). 

2. Separate the eggs in clean bowls, add the sugar to the egg 
yolks and beat until pale and creamy (about 3 to 4 minutes) 
then mix in both the orange and lemon zest also adding a 
pinch of sea salt, this will come together thick and lumpy but 
will loosen once the whites are added. 

3. Clean the whisk and in a clean bowl whisk the egg whites to 
stiff peak stage. 

4. Fold the whites gently into the yolk mixture with a large metal 
spoon, trying to keep as much air in it as possible. 

5. Pour into the greased tin and bake for 25-30 minutes. 
6. When cooled carefully remove from the tin and dust with icing 

sugar. 

Great with vanilla ice cream but also excellent with a glass of desert 
wine.

SARA’S KITCHEN
When I first started to consider recipe choices for the 
December-January edition of the Writtle News my 
initial thoughts were that it ought to be something 
Christmassy or that it ought to be a proper winter 

warmer. What I have settled upon is neither of those! It is a delicious 
dessert which will be perfect for entertaining over the festive period. 
Apart from a paltry injection of fruit, in the form of bananas, there is 
nothing remotely healthy about this recipe - which is probably why 
it is so very popular with my kids. Whilst they do help out cooking 
at home now that they are adults - in reality this largely only occurs 
when I haven’t started to make dinner yet and they are evidently 
very hungry and impatient. Strangely enough, however, when I 
announce that I am going to make this recipe all of a sudden it is 
all hands on deck in my kitchen! They appear, as if by magic, with 
their finger dunking / spoon licking offers of ‘help’. It’s like having 
a couple of persistent, pesky flies hovering in the kitchen which 
you’re having to constantly fend off. 
 My stained, torn and tattered copy of this recipe is testament to 
its popularity (and to the fact that I am obviously a messy cook). It 
has clearly fallen victim to spillages over the years and the page has 
become stuck and then had to be un-stuck from adjoining pages. 
On a plus note, it is always easy to find due to its uniqueness. (Note 
to self - rewrite this recipe and try to be a cleaner, tidier cook!) 

CHOCOLATE BANOFFEE PIE 
 
Ingredients
For the filling:
2 x 400ml (14 fl oz) cans of sweetened condensed milk 
150g (5 oz) plain chocolate, melted 
125ml (4 f1 oz) double cream 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

For the biscuit crust 
260g (8! oz) digestive biscuits, crushed 
90g (3 oz) lightly salted butter, melted 

For the topping 
3 small ripe bananas 
300ml (! pint) double cream, whipped 
Grated chocolate or chocolate curls if you have the time/patience! 
Cocoa powder to dust over 

Method
1. Grease your loose bottom flan tin 3.5cm (1! in) deep and 

23cm (9 in) diameter. 
2. Pre heat oven 180ºC /350ºF/ gas 4. 
3. Puncture a small hole in the top of each can of the condensed 

milk. Put them in a saucepan large enough to immerse them 
fully in water. Add the water and bring to the boil and simmer 
for 2 hours with the pan partially covered, adding more water 
as necessary to keep them covered. After 2 hours carefully 
remove the hot cans and cool. 

4. For the biscuit crust, put the crushed biscuits in a bowl and pour 
over the melted butter. Mix together and turn into your prepared 
tin pressing them in an even layer firstly over the sides and then 
on the bottom to make the crust. Bake in pre heated oven for 10 
minutes then cool on wire rack and chill until needed. 

5. Continue to make filling. Cool the melted chocolate to tepid. 
Whisk the cream until it is just thick and fold it into the chocolate. 
Then fold in the vanilla. Spoon this chocolate mixture into your 
cooled biscuit crust spreading it evenly (whilst deflecting the 
scavenging finger dunkers who will then no doubt happily 
‘clean’ your chocolaty bowl for you!). Chill until set. 

6. Open the tins of cooled condensed milk which will have cooked 
into a toffee-like cream. Pour the contents of both into a bowl 
and whisk until smooth. Spoon over the chocolate layer in 
the crust and then return it to the fridge to chill until ready to 
serve. (Watch the bowl disappear to be ‘cleaned’ by your little 
helpers.) 

7. Complete the topping before serving. Slice the bananas and 
arrange them over the toffee layer. Spoon the whipped cream 
on top. Decorate with your grated chocolate or curls and a light 
dusting of cocoa powder. 

8. Serve to whoops of joy.
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WRITTLE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
WRITTLE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE REVOLUTIONISES ITS 
OFFERING WITH NEW SPORTS FACILITIES 
• Writtle University College (WUC) is developing new facilities and 

programmes to become a UK leader in modern sports 
• Phase One is the creation of 10 dedicated 3x3 basketball 

courts that will open this summer 
• Along with Sport and Wellbeing, Land and Animal programmes 

will form WUC’s core offerings 

Essex, 29th March 2021: Writtle University College (WUC) in Essex 
is revolutionising its offering for students by establishing itself as 
a leader in modern sports facilities across all Higher Education 
institutions. The project supports a wider strategy at WUC to 
increase opportunities for students and the community while 
promoting inclusivity in sport. 
Phase One will begin this summer, with the opening of the UK’s 
first ever bespoke 3x3 basketball courts. 3x3 is a rapidly growing 
sport across the world and will be a new addition to the upcoming 
Olympics and the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham in 2022. 
 Six floodlit courts will be located within the current playing 
fields, including a ‘show-court’ centrepiece, with bold and vibrant 
colours, designed by artist Molly Hawkins. An additional four courts 

will be based in the centre of the estate, offering opportunities for 
camps and training. 

Dr Gregory Deacon, WUC’s Head of Sport, said: 
‘‘This is an exciting time for WUC as we boldly move into a modern 
era. Established in 1893, we have traditionally been known for our 
agricultural and animal programmes, so this marks a significant 
change in our offering. 
 3x3 is a fast-growing, energetic and dynamic sport and we’re 
proud to create and host the UK’s first ever permanent 3x3 courts. 
It’s the first of many fantastic projects and will help us to support 
students, athletes and the local community by moving towards an 
inclusive, forward-thinking future. We also look forward to opening 
our newly developed Centre for Exercise and Health.” 

Martin Dyan, 3x3 basketball consultant and Founder of The GG3x3, 
the non-profit 3x3 basketball community platform, said: 
‘‘There is an ever increasing demand for 3x3 events and facilities, 
particularly in the UK. It’s exciting to support and share WUC’s 
vision for 3x3, the quality of the offering will set the tone for colleges, 
universities, schools and sporting bodies who want to take part in 
the growth of the game across the country.” 

The new courts are an exciting addition to WUC’s existing sporting 
facilities and will be open to members of the public or clubs via 
private bookings. The University College has a countryside estate 
of around 200 hectares. It features a gym, extensive playing fields, 
equestrian facilities, bike trails, sports fields, indoor courts and a 
reservoir with potential for further outdoor sports. 
 Land and Animal programmes will remain integral to WUC and 
form part of a trio of core offerings. 
 Later this year, the new Centre for Exercise and Health will 
replace the former Sports Science Centre to deliver community-
based projects and offer students more space and a wider range 
of the latest sporting technology. The rapidly growing sports 
department will be announcing further projects during 2021. 
 Visit www.writtle.ac.uk for more information and the latest 
news on WUC’s fast-growing sporting facilities.
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Writtle University College Basketball.
Photograph by Carol Moir.



NATURE NOTES

THE BEAVER (Eurasian beaver - Castor fiber) 
This rodent is semi-aquatic and feeds mainly on water plants, but 
is well known for its chopping down of trees, building its lodges 
and for building dams to protect its lodges. It uses various trees, 
such as aspen, alder and oak as its building material. Once seen 
in Great Britain, it is now present in parts of Western Europe as 
far as Siberia. Beavers are about 80 cms long, weighing up to 25 
kilograms. It uses its large incisor teeth to cut down trees. 
 They are the engineers of the animal world, building dams, 
canals and lodges in which they live in family groups of mum and 
dad, who make a monogamous pair with several young. 
 Beavers often live in colonies in river banks, or build a lodge of 
mud with a dome of sticks to form a roof. The living area is above 
the water level, with underwater entrances. It may be that several 
generations of beavers may live in the same lodge for years. 
 Beavers are more about at night, building and feeding. Often, 

in a cold winter, they will stay in their lodge and feed on sticks they 
have stored. They also draw on the fat they have stored in their 
fleshy tail. 
 They often build a dam, which will form a barrier and protect 
their lodge and deter predators. The beaver uses its tail and 
webbed feet to propel itself through the water. Another thing I have 
learned is that they have clear eyelids which shield their eyes when 
under water. The beaver is protected from the cold water by its oil-
coated thick fur. 
 One of the main reasons for me to write this article is the fact 
that various groups are making efforts to re-introduce them back 
into Great Britain. Most, but not all, of this introduction can be seen 
on a gentle stream in South Devon, known locally as the River 
Otter. 
 Some 400 years ago beavers were, I believe, hunted to 
extinction in Britain, hunted mainly for their meat and thick fur. 
There may be other re-introductions being considered, such as 
wolves and lynx, as it is believed that some 40% of our species 
have fallen away since 1970. We have also lost some 90% of water 
voles which were once found on most of our waterways. These 
were lost on the introduction of mink into our waterways, so we 
must be careful of further introductions. 
 Some say the beavers and their dams can be the solution to 
some flooding, creating water storage areas, slowing down water 
flows when we get a sudden deluge. The Wildlife Trust is carrying 
out trials as to whether it is feasible to re-introduce beavers across 
other parts of Great Britain. 
 But some groups are not happy with this. The National Farmers 
Union says that beavers build their dams and undermine river 
banks, leading to fields flooding. Not very good for grazing areas, 
also making some cropping difficult. What do you think - beavers 
or no beavers? My opinion is to give it a trial, but it must be closely 
monitored. 
 Perhaps one day we will see them on the River Wid. Otters, 
mink and water voles have been seen by myself and others down 
by the Blue Bridge and other places on the River Wid, so watch 
out. 

Derek Cooley.
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ERIK’S FAVOURITE WALKS

Did you know Writtle has an Ancient forest? This is a lovely walk 
through the forest and its surrounding area (see map). 

1.  Park at a small turning (limited spaces) on a track just past 
Nathans Lane on the Highwood Road (opposite is a house 
called ‘Carry’). Walk down track until you reach a large barn on 
left. 

2. Turn left in front of the barn and past farm buildings to reach 
a wide path and follow for 0.75 mile. Ignore footpaths that join 
from the left. 

3. Enter the main forest that’s ahead of you and walk on a marked 
path for 0.75 mile, eventually descending to bear left out of the 
trees at Keeper’s Cottage. 

4. Turn left and follow this track out onto Ivybarn Lane. Turn right 
at the road, past Redindyke and Wells Farm and walk a slight 
incline for 0.25 mile. 

5. Opposite a pair of houses, a concrete footpath sign on your 
right directs you across a well-worn field path to a footbridge. 
Cross this and head along the edge of a small wood then 
across a farmed field to another footbridge. 

6. You are now in Ellis Woods. Follow the marked path for 0.75 
mile until you leave the trees and meet a field edge. 

7. Turn right downhill to a road and walk to T-junction (Elkins 
Cottage). 

8. Bear right onto a track, passing stables and outbuildings. 
Ignore paths and bridleways off to the left and continue up 
through the remaining woods to open fields. 

9. Keep the hedge on your left for two fields (great views) until you 
reach another footbridge. 

10. Cross and continue ahead for 250 yards to a gap in the hedge 
and the original track, turn left to your car. 

Hellen Brown.
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WRITTLE CARDS
Your friendly local drama group. 
If you are interested in being on stage, behind the scenes or just 
want to be part of a very friendly group, then do come along and 
join us. New members are assured of a warm, Covid compliant 
welcome. We meet every week in our own premises, the Old Scout 
Hut in Paradise Road. 
 Get in touch with our secretary, Daniel, via the website 
writtlecards.webs.com and he will get straight back to you. 
 After a year of enforced hibernation, we are coming back with 
oodles of sequins and feathers and the brightest lights! It’s Panto 
Time! After the phenomenal success of ‘Rumplestiltskin and the 
Sleeping Beauty’ in 2019, CARDS is thrilled to be presenting the 
world premiere of Jerry Thomas’ fabulous new show ‘Mother 
Goose’, with an original score by Neil Hamblin and Adam Thomas. 
 Please remember to book your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Mother Goose 
In the sleepy village of Little Bother, poor but kindly widow Mother 
Goose lives with her flock of geese, her favourite goose Gertie, and 
her romantic son Bruce. Not far away, in Much Bother, Squire Fairplay 
and his spoilt daughter Felicity live in their grand manor house, 
Fairplay Hall. Then Bruce falls in love with Felicity, and the greedy 
Squire decides to put up the rent on Mother Goose’s cottage. Two 
oafish bailiffs, Grabbitt and Runn, are sent to evict Mother Goose, 
but Gertie saves the day by laying some golden eggs! 
 Mother Goose is catapulted into a world of wealth and glamour 
- but can she cope? How does the Squire manage to get hold of 
Gertie for himself? What are the secrets of the Squire’s formidable 
housekeeper, Mrs Grimshanks? Will Bruce and Felicity find true love? 
Overlooking the fate of all the characters are Good Fairy Goosedown 
and Bad Fairy Malicia, who try to influence their choices for good 
or ill. A comic moral tale, with a new script based on the traditional 
panto, and several marvellous original songs, “Mother Goose” will fill 
the stage with fun, tears, laughter, music and colour. 

Chairman: Virginia Craig. Tel: 01245 422031
Email: info@writtlegardeners.org  Website: writtlegardeners.org
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Writtle CARDS presents


 The hilarious family pantomime.

Thursday 25th, Friday 26th and Saturday 27th 

November 2021.

at the Village Hall


Tickets available from the Box Office

07858 990931


writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk

Check out our website: writtlecards.webs.com 



WRITTLE GARDEN & ALLOTMENT
It feels like a long time coming, but the summer should now be 
here and the gardens and allotments of the village full of life and 
colour. Most vegetables will be planted out by now and some of 
my favourites like overwinter garlic and onion may even have been 
harvested, quietly drying out before being put to good use. At the 
allotments, I’m always amazed at the peaceful patchwork of plots 
stuffed with glorious vegetables and flowers, with the allotmenteers’ 
efforts beginning to bear fruit. 
 Despite the pandemic, the Society has managed to meet virtually 
throughout the winter and spring and has continued to organise a 
number of its traditional events. The annual BBQ is scheduled for 
11th July 2021 at the Oxney Green Allotments on Victoria Road and 
is open to all members and their families. In addition to the BBQ, 
the annual potato challenge will reach a climax with all entries being 
weighed, and fabulous prizes awarded to the winners. There is also 
a children’s category for the potato challenge. If you are interested 
please come along and join in the fun. 
 The Society has also launched a new website which is packed 
with up-to-date information regarding everything you need to know. 
There is information on the Society, the allotments (including vacant 
plots available), the Trading Hut and any upcoming events. So please 
give writtlegardeners.org a visit and get up to speed on the latest!
 If that wasn’t enough, a monthly e-newsletter is also circulated 
to all Society Members, full of news and seasonal tips. 
 September will (fingers crossed) see the return of the autumn 
show, a highlight for many in the village. The show is scheduled for 
the 4th September and will be held at the Christian Centre near The 
Green. No doubt the competitions will be hotly contested again, 
with a large variety of vegetable, flower and other competition 
classes that will showcase the best of the autumn harvest and 
creative skills of the competitors. The competition isn’t restricted to 

Society members, so if you are interested please keep an eye on 
the Society website for more details. 

BLOOMIN’ WRITTLE 
As the Christmas tree exhibits around the village last Christmas 
were so successful, we thought it would be rather nice to have 
something similar for the summer. We are asking for as many 
people as possible to have a planted pot, a hanging basket or 
colourful flowers planted in their front garden. This is not a 
competition but to celebrate summer days ahead and, hopefully, 
no more lockdowns. 
 This will also be helpful to butterflies, bees and other pollinating 
insects for which we are dependent upon for own food chain. If 
all species of bees died out then, eventually, so would the human 
race - quite a sobering thought. 
 Finally, if you haven’t got round to renewing your Society 
Membership, or would like to join the Society please visit the Trading 
Hut, or get in touch by email (membership@writtlegardeners.org) 
or online on the Society’s website (writtlegardeners.org). 
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The Marconi Company Hut, formerly the Army ‘Armstrong Hut’, Lawford Lane.



THE NAMING OF MELBA COURT

The Marconi Company took over the partly flooded field at the 
bottom of Lawford Lane (then called Low-Ford Lane) immediately 
after the First World War. The company purchased the in situ 1915 
Army ‘Armstrong’ hut that had served as a Royal Naval Flying 
Corps’ officers mess for the Writtle anti-Zeppelin airfield, that 
operated for around a year in 1916 from the field opposite. 
 In this draughty hut with no amenities, the Writtle Airborne 
Wireless Telephony Research Division was formed from demobbed 
Royal Flying Corps engineers. Their work would now develop 
the equipment that would kick start the birth of international civil 
aviation in the early 1920s. Of course, for nearly a year in 1922, 
Captain Peter Eckersley would also design and operate Britain’s 
first regular scheduled licensed radio station under the call sign 
2MT - Two Emma Toc - that led directly to the birth of the BBC. 
 The growing site continued to develop airborne wireless 
equipment until the advent of WW2, when the site grew 
considerably, initially developing the 1155 bomber and coastal 

command receiver. In 1939, all engineering effort was diverted to 
the war effort and Mr (later Sir) Christopher Cockerell led a research 
team in the now famous Marconi hut at Writtle. His key project 
was the development of the 1155 Receiver for RAF Bomber and 
Coastal Command. Development that began in October 1939, and 
the first equipment was installed in an aircraft just four months later. 
 Over 80,000 T1154/R1155 equipments were manufactured 
during the war, the majority of them being used by the RAF and 
other Commonwealth air forces. Some variants were also produced 
for the Royal Navy. Marconi also engineered the radio installation 
for the Wellington, Whitley, Blenheim and Hampden aircraft of 
Bomber Command, and re-equipped the squadrons in Air-Sea 
Rescue launches. It is highly likely that outside the hut Cockrell 
first attempted to make a boat hover over the water, initially using a 
hairdryer motor. 
 A large rebuilding scheme in the early 1950s meant that there 
was no longer a place at Writtle for the original hut where it had 
all started. Like the personnel who made 2MT it also left, never 
to return, on a cold March afternoon in 1960. No trace of the 
original 2MT hut site remained at Writtle, except for the outline of 
the hut’s brick foundations bypassed by everybody on the way to 
the car park, without a second glance. The Writtle site continued to 
operate as a major research and development centre until it closed 
its doors for the last time on 11th November 1987. The site then 
stood empty for nearly two years until its purchase by developers. 
The 1960s buildings, aerial mast (a half size Chain Home radar 
mast) and remaining huts were all bulldozed. The outline of the hut 
and pathways also disappeared almost overnight, once planning 
permission was granted on appeal. 
 So Eckersley’s long low hut full of long low people at the bottom 
of ‘Low-Ford’ (Lawford) Lane where British radio broadcasting 
began is now a set of 79 modem apartments, maisonettes and 
houses initially called ‘Parklands’; the site was both razed and 
raised by McLaughlin and Harvey PLC. Strangely, as work neared 
completion, the development was suddenly re-named Melba 
Court. Of course, despite many incorrectly captioned photographs, 
the Australian Prima Donna, Dame Nellie Melba, never came near 
the small Essex village of Writtle or the 2MT Hut. Her one and 
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The unveiling of the Melba Court plaque,
Princess Elettra, 1997.



only visit to Chelmsford was for the famous concert from the New 
Street Works for Station MZX on 15th June 1920. For this she 
was extremely well paid by the Daily Mail newspaper. The Writtle 
site was only ever a bare-boarded, very leaky and rather cold, ex-
army wooden hut at the end of a muddy track, usually reached 
by motorbike and sidecar. Hardly superstar territory at the best of 
times. 
 A local suggestion at the time (applauded and promoted by 
myself) was to name the complex ‘Eckersley Court’, but it didn’t 
happen (there is now an Eckersley Road in Chelmsford, part of an 
anonymous trading estate close to the original New Street factory). 
Apparently the developers had already printed PR and adverts, 
and they just liked the name. The council were disinterested and 
I couldn’t get anyone interested in changing it. So regardless of 
history, Melba Court it became and remains to this day. There is 
a blue commemorative plaque on one of the walls and a board 
outside telling the story, unveiled in 1997 by Marconi’s daughter 
Princess Elettra Marconi. 

Because, as Eckersley said, “Big things can happen in little huts!”. 

Tim Wander.

2MT WRITTLE CALLING CENTENARY

14th February 2022 will be the centenary of the 
first regular radio broadcasts which came from a 
small hut in Lawford Lane. At 8.00pm on a cold 
and frosty evening, St Valentine’s Day in 1922, 
regular radio broadcasting came to Britain for 
the first time. The new Marconi radio station, 

call sign 2MT (Two Emma Toc), at Writtle was to become 
the birthplace of British radio broadcasting. 
 Writtle will be celebrating this momentous milestone with 
a series of events now being organised. 
 The Chelmsford Ideas Hub will be working with the Writtle 
Infant and Junior schools on various projects from September this 
year, to be displayed next summer. 
 Dates booked already are for the Heritage Writtle Annual 
Lecture at Writtle College on Tues 15th February with Tim Wander 
the guest speaker, an expert on Marconi and wireless. 
 The Christian Centre will have an exhibition of photographs 
and paraphernalia on the weekend of 21st and 22nd May 
2022, and there will be a Celebration Service in the church 
on the Sunday. 
 During May there will also be local history walks around the 
village led by Tim Wander and Alan Pamphilon. 
 Details of all events will be announced in the Writtle News 
in later editions. 

Wendy Hibbitt. 
421265 wendyhibbitt@hotmail.com
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The day before the unveiling.
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WRITTLE ARCHIVES
THE UPSON FAMILY OF WRITTLE
Recently notebooks and papers have been given to the Archives 
concerning a family committed to a life with Writtle Church. Further 
research has given an insight into the long service Ellen and Molly 
gave to the Sunday School. In 1970 there were nearly 200 children 
and young people under the age of 16 regularly attending Sunday 
School. 
 William Ernest Scotcher Upson (1885-1955) married Ethel May 
Hemus (1880-1979) from North Ockenden on 26th December 
1911 in Writtle Church. William was working as a dairyman milkman 
at Jubilee Farm Cooksmill Green which was owned by his father. 
They moved into 261 Oxney Green called ‘Pinus’, where their three 
children were born, Margaret Gwendoline in 1912, Freda Molly in 
1914 and John Neville in 1917. 
“Mrs. E. M. Upson, a busy mother with three children, was Infant 
Sunday School Superintendent. She loved and was loved by all 
children. Shunning public transport she walked every Sunday 
morning from her home in Little Oxney Green. En-route children 
would be standing at their gates waiting to accompany her to 
the church for Sunday School, so when she arrived she would 
be surrounded by a band of children, sometimes in the winter all 
skipping, including Mrs. Upson, to keep warm. In the afternoon 
Mrs. Upson would preside over the Children’s Service, then she 
would return once more to the church to worship at Evensong. 
 Mrs. Upson was also in charge of the King’s Messengers for 
young people, a branch of the Church Missionary Society for 
Children, which was held in the ‘Iron Room’. She was a member 
of the Mothers’ Union, the Women’s Institute and also a school 
governor. She retired as Sunday School Superintendent at the age 
of eighty, and was very active well into her nineties, dying just a 
few months before her hundredth birthday. Her daughter, Molly, 
helped Mrs. Upson with her church work, her son, John, sang in 
the church choir, and Mr. Upson was a sidesman.” 
Memories from ‘The Writtle We’ve Loved’ by Pam Mardell and 
Barbara Trevor. 

Their eldest, Margaret, married Hubert Hales from ‘The Leete’ in 

1932 and by 1939 they had moved away to Holt in Norfolk where 
Hubert was a teacher in a private school, and they raised their 
family. John trained as a teacher and married Joan Campen in 
1952. He died in 1998, aged 81.
 Freda, always known as Molly, did well at school, gaining a 
scholarship to the Chelmsford High School in 1926. She trained as 
a teacher and taught first at Willingale Doe for four years and then 
at Boreham School for 10 years, becoming deputy head in 1964. 
Owing to ill-health she took early retirement in 1966. There were 
several references to her and her mother in the church magazines 
and later the Writtle News.

December 1959. The Upsons both directed the children in a 
Missionary play, which was reported as being “wonderful”.

August 1961. Rev. John Nicholas, Vicar’s Letter About Ethel 
Upson 
“Writtle’s Family Worship was a joy. It always is. So many in Writtle 
make their contribution to the perfecting of the service and there 
is also a feeling of real personal fellowship in our worship together. 
Add to all that the devoted labour of our Sunday School Teachers 
and the very special thanksgiving this year for the forty years’ work 
given by Mrs. Upson to the Infants Department and you will begin 
to see why we were so thrilled with our first Sunday back in Writtle. 
 Forty years! And she had only been absent five times in all 
those years and each time through illness. What wonders God 
could work in Writtle if every member of the congregation offered 
such unfailing service! Nor was it only Sunday Service which Mrs 
Upson gave so faithfully in all those years. All through the week she 
was in contact with those around her giving a very special welcome 
to all newcomers - shall we say particularly to those with young 
children! How she collected their infants on a Sunday morning from 
all over Oxney Green and shepherded them in and out of the bus 
over all the danger spots to the haven of the old Parish Church! 
I was reckoning that now she has had to give up we shall need 
(1) a Superintendent (2) a Safety Warden (3) a band of Sunday 
School visitors keeping contact with the homes just to do what 
Mrs. Upson did.”
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March 1966. Mr John Upson 
“It is with great regret that we hear from Mr. Upson that he feels 
he must lay down the office of Choirmaster after Easter. Mr Upson 
has been a most faithful attender at both Practices and Services, 
spending many hours each week travelling from his home in 
Chelmsford, and has been an inspiring and enthusiastic leader and 
organiser of the choral part of our worship. We thank him for all that 
he has done on behalf of Writtle Church and its music, and we trust 
that we shall continue to see him as often as possible. As the other 
members of his family; say, ‘John really ought to live in Writtle, but 
so far I understand they have not succeeded in persuading him!’.” 
The Vicar Alaric Hurst.

August 1966. Presentation to Mr J.N. Upson
“At a gathering in the Church Room at 8.30 p.m. on Friday, June 
17th, Mr. F.D. Anelli spoke on behalf of congregation and choir 
about the wonderful work done by Mr. Upson as Choir-master. He 
also mentioned some of the more convivial occasions which had 
been much enjoyed by all concerned. 
 The Vicar presented Mr. Upson with a Harker VHF/FM table 
radio receiver. Refreshments were provided by choir members.”

April 1979. The Children’s Corner Club 
“The club has started again and meets each Saturday morning in 
the Church between 10 and 12 noon. All children are welcome 
whatever denomination, ages from 3 to 11 years. In the case of 
three-year-olds older members of their family, or mother can bring 
them along. The club has a Christian basis and many and varied 
activities take place. It is run by Molly Upson, known to all the 
members as ‘Auntie Molly’.”

October 1979. Tribute to a Faithful Worker for the Church 
“The death of Molly Upson on Monday 10 September has shocked 
us all at All Saints’ as well as many other people in the village. 
Others know her and her faithful work for the church much better 
and over a much longer period than I. But I have come to know her 
very well in the months I have been here. She was one of God’s 
more humble children, totally self-effacing and dedicated to the 

nurture of children in the Christian faith. Many children in the village, 
to whom she was Auntie Molly, will miss her as much as anybody. 
 A number of people have said that they would like to see the 
Children’s Corner Club revived and have offered to help. I should 
be glad to hear of anyone else who would like to lend a hand. This 
would make a fitting memorial to Auntie Molly. 
 Mrs Upson, to whom Molly devoted the last years of her life, 
has taken the news of Molly’s death very bravely. She is in St. 
Michael’s Hospital, Braintree, and although unable to walk or see 
much she is in very good health, constantly cheerful and chatty 
and would like everyone to know that she is very happy and well 
looked after. She will be 99 on 1 October.” 
N.B. Her mother Ethel May died in January 1980 in St Michael’s 
Hospital aged 99. 

April 1981. Ethel and Molly Upson Memorial 
“As reported last month a Fund has seen set up in memory of Ethel 
and Molly Upson. The backbone of the fund comes from a gift from 
their family of £1,000 to be used for the benefit of the children of 
All Saints’ Church.
 There are, we know, a number of people who would like to 
contribute to a permanent memorial of some kind. The PCC has 
therefore decided to launch an appeal for additional donations 
to the fund, from which an altar table, designed by Jonathan 
Fulbeck and made by John Jay, both of Writtle, will be set up in the 
Children’s Corner with suitable furnishings. The exact cost of this is 
not known at present but could be £100 to £200. The balance of 
the total fund will be used to provide income to enable us to give 
each child who is baptised at All Saints’ a small book of children’s 
prayers, and each child who is confirmed a more elaborate book, 
such as the Alternative Service Book 1980, with a commemorative 
plate inside.” 

The memorial Altar table remains by the organ in the church, now 
known as the Children’s Altar. The inscription reads ‘In memory of 
Ethel May Upson 1890-1980 / Molly Upson 1914-1979’ and it is 
used for prayers every Monday in term time for the ‘Edward Bear 
Club’ run by Sue Howden which started in September 1999. On it 
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stands a sculpture of a mother and her children made by Jonathan 
Fulbeck and given in memory of his parents. It is cast in resin with 
a bronze finish. 
 In the church there is also a ‘Songs of Praise’ enlarged edition 
given to Freda Molly Upson from her mother and father, 1941. 

Molly Upson, Writtle’s Poetess 
As well as all the work Molly did with the children in Writtle, she was 
also a prolific poetess, having two books of her poems published, 
‘Wandering Thoughts’ in 1970 followed by ‘Sunshine and Showers’ 
in 1974. 

A newspaper report about Molly talks about the author: 
“Owing to ill-health this wonderful record was concluded, and Miss 
Upson had to take an early retirement in 1966, and leave this work 
which she loved at the school. and treated as her vocation. Always 
having the gift to express her thoughts in verse Molly Upson 
found this very useful when teaching juniors and infants, but until 
retirement, when deeper thoughts pervaded her mind, her poems 
reversed and became suitable for more adult readers, although the 

simple poems still spring forth. The poetess has a deep love and 
understanding of God and his Creation, and is interested in each 
tiny flower, bird or insect, and sees a meaning for its existence. Her 
interests are widespread, and she loves all parochial work, and is 
an active member of her parish church, especially on the pastoral 
side, and with the children, by whom she is affectionately known 
as ‘Auntie Molly’.”

Molly wrote about anything and everything, and entered numerous 
competitions which won many accolades, with some of her poems 
included in published anthologies. 
Two are shown below: 

KISSING GATES OR NEW ESTATES?

Houses, houses everywhere, And still some more to come.
Why must you take our fields and lanes? Well! so ‘tis said by 
some. 
When we were young we used to walk through field and 
kissing-gate. 
Now every time we want a walk, We find a new estate. 
But we must stop to think on this, The blessings they have 
brought. 
New friends, new faces in the church. Perhaps you have not 
thought. 
And all the Groups that now are run, You’ll find new faces there 
Not only for the church alone, But meetings everywhere. 
We find the church still in its place, The Vicar near the gate. 
But where’s the Curate? you may ask, Well, on the new estate. 
We soon can reach some fields and lanes. And what are 
kissing-gates? 
Compared to all that we have gained, from Writtle’ new estate’. 

Writtle Parish Church Magazine, April 1969.

ON THE ABDICATION OF THE DUKE OF WINDSOR

A man has found at last, A heart that tunes with his 
Not one from out the past, Appealed like one as this. 
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Yet he must choose to wear the crown 
Or turn it down, Why should love lose? 

A kingly crown could lie, Upon a troubled head 
Far better pass it by, So love could reign instead. 
This was no sin, What e’er one’s state 
What e’er their fate True love will win. 

Included in ‘Editors Choice, 1971’. 
N.B. Molly sent a copy of ‘Editors Choice’ to the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor at the Bois de Boulogne Paris and received a thank you 
letter from them. 

Unfortunately we don’t 
have room in the Archives 
to keep all the poems, 
but a selection have been 
retained plus her scrapbook 
with all her newspaper 
cuttings. 
   We have a copy of 
‘Sunshine and Showers’ 
1974, but would love a copy 
of ‘Wandering Thoughts’ 
1970 for our library if anyone 
has a spare. 
   I am sure that some 
older members of the 
congregation will remember 
the Upsons and we would 
like to have some memories 
for our Memories Box. 
We hope to open the 
Archives Room to the public 
on Wednesday 23rd June, 
but please contact us first 
for an appointment. 

Wendy Hibbitt 421265 wendyhibbitt@hotmail.com

YEAR IN THE VIRTUAL GUIDING WORLD

When lockdown began in March 2020, I don’t think any of us truly 
believed that we would still be in lockdown a whole year later. In a 
year when so much of what we all enjoyed has had to be put on 
hold, I hope I can speak for all the 3rd Writtle Guides and Leaders 
and say that we are very thankful Zoom meetings have become 
part of our life. 
 We held our first Zoom meeting on 1st April 2020 and have 
been running them ever since. We have tried to incorporate as 
many activities as possible into our meetings including making 
doughnuts, edible bug modelling, lava lamps, homemade bird 
feeders and designing our own political parties. Some of the 
leaders also created a virtual escape room with clues and puzzles 
covering map reading skills, the phonetic alphabet and brain 
teasers to escape from a volcanic island. I am happy to report 
there were no casualties and all guides made it safely off the island 
before the volcano erupted! 
 While some of our usual guiding activities have not been 
possible to do virtually, there have been others that would have 
been impossible had it not been for Zoom meetings. In the autumn, 
we held a pet show where the girls introduced us to their pets or 
talked about what animal they would like to, have. Having such a 
variety of pets all together at the same time would definitely not 
have been possible in the Scout Hut! 
 Unfortunately, like most other events, the Essex International 
Jamboree had to be cancelled in 2020. However, in true 2020 
style we had a virtual camp instead. The girls made indoor dens 
or camped in their garden for the night, some set up camp on 
their trampoline. Over the weekend we set times when the girls 
logged into Zoom to complete activities including scavenger hunts, 
baking, flower crafts and a morning yoga session. We all had a 
great time, but equally are hoping to go on a real camp in 2022. 
 Even though times have been difficult, we’re really pleased to 
have welcomed so many new members in the last year. Some of 
the new guides completed their enrolment and took their Guide 
Promise over Zoom in the summer, but when restrictions allowed, 
others were lucky enough to complete theirs around the Christmas 
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tree on the Village Green in small groups. This was a truly unique 
experience that hopefully the guides enjoyed and will remember. 
 Over the year we have had some guest speakers join our 
meetings including Rev. Tony Cant to talk about his life as a vicar 
and growing up in Australia. Hayley from The Forensic Experience 
also joined us to tell us about her job as a Crime Scene Investigator, 
which helped the girls with their Forensic Investigator badge. We 
were also pleased to welcome back Hannah, an ex-3rd Writtle 
Guide, who showed us how to lift finger prints, which went towards 
the same badge. More recently, we were visited on our Zoom 
meeting by Andrea from the Wild Roadshow, who bought along a 
variety of reptiles and insects for us to see including a tarantula, a 
crested gecko and a Brazilian boa constrictor. 
 The return to face-to-face meetings was short lived in the 
autumn with Covid restrictions continuing to be tightened, however 
after a whole year of mostly being on Zoom we were delighted on 
14th April 2021 to be able to meet face-to-face again. It’s been 
lovely see everyone and meet new Guides for the first time. 
  Thanks need to go to three groups of people for this last year. 
Firstly, to all the leaders for the time they have put into coming up 
with new ideas and adapting to virtual meetings and secondly, to 
the parents for their continued support. Last, and by no means 
least, a huge thank you to all the guides for their enthusiasm and 
participation during what has been a really challenging time for us 
all. As we start to see more restrictions lifted and are able to get 
back to doing what we all love, we hope to share with you in the 
future some more adventures from 3rd Writtle Guides.
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Virtual Guiding.

Guides completing their enrolment around the 
Christmas tree on The Green, 2020.

If you would like to write 
for the Writtle News please contact 

Christine Knight, Editor, 
by telephone. Tel: 01245 420045. 
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Allegro.

If you would like to write for the Writtle News
please contact Christine Knight, Editor,

by telephone
Tel: 01245 420045 

WrittleWritersWrittleWriters



MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit 

MOBILE CUSTOMER INFORMATION SERVICE UPDATE

Dear All,
I hope you are all safe and well and made it through a tough and 
problematic year. 
 Due to the Covid pandemic and ongoing plans from the 
Council to have a more digital approach with customers, it is with 
much sadness that I write to inform you that the Mobile Customer 
Information Service will no longer be in operation. 
 I have developed some good working relationships and made 
friends over the last 11 years that I have known some of you and I 
am sorry that I will no longer be able to deliver the service in your 
community. The feedback from customers was always positive 
and appreciative, and so I feel confident that I was successful in 
providing valuable help and guidance to those that needed it. 
 In the meantime, the Council are actively investigating alternative 
mediums in reaching customers other than online, so that they can 
engage more broadly. 
 Thank you for allowing me to work from your venue or alongside 
your group over the years. I do hope that you can all continue with 
your meetings and activities soon and I wish you well for the future 
and your groups. 

Cheryl Blake, Chelmsford City Council 
01245 606891

 www.chelmsford.gov.uk

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtle-pc.co.uk

MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 1st February
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 3rd March
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 12th April

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th February
Highways and Transport 8.15pm Monday 15th February
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th March
Environment 8.15pm Monday 15th March

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit

HOW WILL THE PLANNED WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 
AFFECT WRITTLE’S TRAFFIC?
The North West Action Group was formed to oppose development 
to the north and west of Chelmsford, including the planned 
development on Roxwell Road known as Warren Farm. This group 
consisted of the Parish Councils of Broomfield, Chignal and Little 
Waltham, as well as Writtle. 
 As one of the best arguments against this development was 
traffic volumes, the Group commissioned a report from The Traffic 
Transport and Highway Consultancy which contained an appendix 
with traffic flow predictions for the Writtle Area. 
 The 800 new homes proposed for the Warren Farm 
development is predicted to increase the traffic on Roxwell Road, 
in 2036, by about 18%. In the morning peak hour, the predicted 
traffic flows are 92 vehicles entering Warren Farm and 263 leaving. 
In the afternoon it is 234 vehicles entering the site and 139 leaving. 
In the morning and afternoon peak hours 44% of the traffic leaving 
and entering Warren Farm is expected to travel along Lordship 
Road. This would mean an estimate of 115 Warren Farm vehicles 
travelling toward Writtle in the morning peak hour. The speed 
indicator device, or SID, in Lordship Road tells drivers when they 
are travelling at 31mph or more. This SID also records the number 
of vehicles driving into Writtle on Lordship Road for each hour of 
the day. 
 Pre-Covid, on a typical weekday morning, just under 1,000 
vehicles drove into Writtle passing the Lordship Road SID during 
the morning peak hour. The predicted extra 115 Warren Farm 
vehicles would therefore be expected to increase the traffic driving 
into Writtle on Lordship Road by about 12%. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtlepc.co.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE 

Following the Annual Meeting, the June Parish Council 
meeting scheduled for 7th June has been cancelled. 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday 
28th June (venue to be confirmed) and the July meeting 

scheduled for 5th July has also been cancelled. 

Full details of rearranged dates for both council meetings and 
sub-committees, when confirmed, will be displayed by the 

Clerk on the Parish Council website and noticeboards.
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RETIREMENT OF JOHN 
ALDRIDGE AS OUR COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR
At the County Election on 6th May 
John Aldridge, our representative 
on the Essex County Council 
retired after 16 years representing 
the people of Writtle, Broomfield, 
Highwood, Chignal, Good Easter, 
Gt & Lt Waltham, Gt & Little 
Leighs, Roxwell, Pleshey and 
Mashbury. 

He writes: 
“I joined the County Council in May 2005 to serve as the Member 
for the Broomfield and Writtle Division. Since then, I have held a 
number of offices as chairman of several committees and that of 
Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care. Latterly, I was appointed 
Chairman of the Council from 2016-18. 
 Whilst the last 18 months has proved an exceedingly difficult 
and challenging time for the Council, I have been immensely 
proud of the way in which all councils and people of Essex have 
responded and cooperated in a single endeavour to mitigate the 
impact of the Pandemic on all our residents. Indeed, the motto 
of the Chelmsford City Council - Many Minds One Heart - has 
acquired new relevance and resonance. 
 I, like my predecessors in this role, have been very privileged 
to serve the people of Essex and in particular the Division I have 
represented for 16 years. I wish Cllr. Mike Steel, who was elected in 
my stead on 6th May, every success and commend to him working 
with both the Parish Councils and our residents in the years to 
come. 
 I have enjoyed the challenges of being a County Councillor and 
although I am saddened to leave County Hall, I am comforted by 
the knowledge that it will be for others to field future complaints 
and enquiries about those ubiquitous ‘pot holes’!”
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THE CAMEL RACE 
Camels can travel up to 40 miles per 
hour - the same as racehorses. That 
is why camel races have always 
been popular in Arabic countries 

where a lot of camels live. Until 10 years ago the Arabs used very 
small children as jockeys, but today home-made robots are used. 
 In England, grown-ups ride the camels and they sit 
uncomfortably on the beast clinging to the hump as they are 
bounced around during the race. 
 One such race was taking place to raise money for an animal 
charity and the entrants were a motley crew. There were camels 
with one hump or two; some young while others were extremely 
old - in fact, any camel would do. 
 The camels were decorated with coloured silk, so that people 
could identify the beast they had bet on as it raced around the track. 
 “I don’t feel like racing”, grumbled Sahara. “I can’t wait for the 
race to be over.” 
 “Don’t get the hump!” said Lawrence jokingly. “Listen to this, 
it will make you laugh. What do you call a camel without humps? 
Humphrey - get it, Hump free!” 
 “I don’t think that’s funny”, interrupted Humphrey. “I’m sick of 
‘hump’ jokes.” 
 “Better not upset him”, said Sahara. “He’ll start spitting if he 
becomes angry.” 
 “I can’t resist it”, replied Lawrence. “What’s a camel’s favourite 
nursery rhyme? Humpty Dumpty.” 
 Just as Humphrey was about to spit at Lawrence, the camels 
were led towards the starting line. The race was about to begin. 
 At the starting line it was impossible for the stable lads to make 
the camels stand still while the jockeys tried to mount them. The 
camels were moving backwards, turning in circles and bucking 
like broncos. It was shambolic. Then all of a sudden a few of the 
camels broke free and started racing along the track. 
 “You can’t let them go now. I’m not ready”, yelled the man holding 
the starting pistol. “Oh forget it... just let them all go. I give up!” 
 All the camels joined the race to shouts of “Come on! Come on! 
Come on!” However, one camel was chased by its jockey; another 

wandered over to the spectators and started to eat a man’s hat; 
and one laid down in the middle of the track and went to sleep. 
 Only three of the 10 camels that started the race crossed the 
finishing line. The three were Sahara, Lawrence and Humphrey. 
 When the owners were presented with their prizes the camels 
started to make a terrible noise - a rumbling growl just like 
Chewbacca in the ‘Star Wars’. Then they started to spit. They are 
certainly camels with attitude. 
 There is an old saying that it is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than to achieve other outcomes. That 
includes organising a successful camel race. 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 

BELL RINGERS
MONKEY AND THE BELL RINGERS (PART 3!) 
Following on from the last issue, I hoped to have 
some news about when we can resume ringing and 
face-to-face teaching. As the Government begins to 
lift restrictions it appears it may be possible after 17th 

May for some bells to be rung for a short time, probably before 
Sunday service, within very strict guidelines. A return to ringing is 
not risk-free, even after receiving two doses of vaccine. So, it is 
important for individual ringers to carefully consider, and personally 
decide, whether it is appropriate for them to do so - with respect to 
their own health, that of their fellow ringers, and of the community 
as a whole. The possibility of teaching on a one-to-one basis is still 
therefore, sadly, a long way off.
 If there are any lapsed ringers reading this and who would like 
to take up the hobby again, then we can assist with some refresher 
lessons using tied bells and our simulator. Remember, ringing is like 
riding a bike. When you haven’t ridden a bike for a while you start 
to wobble but, in a few minutes, you get back into the groove. 
 Hopefully, by the time of the next edition I can bring some 
better news. Monkey will therefore have to be patient and wait a 
while longer yet! 

Andrew Brewster, Tower Captain, writtleringers@gmail.com 
Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain and helps 
keep you fit... it also makes a glorious sound!

MONKEY AND THE BELL 
RINGERS 

Monkey, who lives above the 
Wheatsheaf pub, loves life in Writtle. 
He particularly enjoyed listening to 

the fine ring of ten bells from the Church of ‘All Saints’ on Tuesday 
evenings - that was before Coronavirus silenced the bells. 
 Before the bells were silenced, Monkey wondered whether 
they looked as good as they sounded. As time passed he became 
increasingly curious about the bells. Then one Tuesday evening he 
crept out of the pub and ran towards the Church. 
 When Monkey arrived at the Church he politely asked if he 
would be allowed to ring the bells. He knew that being polite 
always meant that people would be willing to help him. 
 When the bell ringers agreed to let Monkey ring the bells, 
with their assistance, he became very excited. In fact he did a 
somersault, but it ended rather clumsily. A rather undignified 
Monkey landed on his back with a huge thud followed by a loud 
‘phaaaaaw’ as the wind was knocked out of him. 
 “Are you alright?” asked a bell ringer, with a slight chuckle 
which he tried hard to disguise. 
 “I will be when I start ringing the bells”, replied Monkey. 
 Monkey was surprised to learn that bell ringing was not an easy 
activity. He discovered to his horror that it was rather complicated. 
 The assistant smiled politely and told Monkey to hold on to 
the rope tightly and under no circumstances let go of it. Monkey 
followed the instruction, but jerked the rope so hard that the force 
flung him up into the air. He was so horrified that he kicked his legs 
wildly, however the kicking only served to make the rope swing 
around in circles. Monkey felt like he was on a very fast roundabout 
and he was becoming dizzier and dizzier. 
 Eventually the bell ringers managed to catch the swinging rope 
and terrified Monkey. When Monkey finally had both feet firmly 
back on the ground he could see the whole tower spinning around 
in front of his eyes. 
 “This tower is still moving”, yelled Monkey. “I am going to be 
sick”, he added as he fell over. Fortunately for everyone he wasn’t 

sick. 
  When Monkey felt better he struggled up and attempted to 
walk in a straight line towards the door. He soon discovered that 
dizziness makes walking in a straight line impossible. Poor Monkey 
crashed into the walls and the door frame during his attempt to get 
away from the Church. Eventually one of the bell ringers grabbed 
hold of Monkey and carried him back to the pub. 
 At the pub, after recovering from the ordeal, Monkey thought 
about his rather disappointing experience. 
 “Not everything is life turns out as good as we expect it to be”, 
said Monkey. “Sometimes we have to accept disappointment with 
good grace.” 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 
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If you would like to write for the Writtle News
please contact Christine Knight, Editor,

by telephone
Tel: 01245 420045 

WrittleWrittleWritersWritersWrittleWriters
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www.beresfordsgroup.co.uk

Property professionals since 1968

Writtle’s only estate agent

Residential Sales:
Writtle (01245) 420880

Country Homes:
Chelmsford (01245) 397475

Residential Lettings:
Chelmsford (01245) 500666

Offices throughout Essex and into
Central and Greater London.
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Call Jacob 
07791 460782 
info@jwplumbingandheating.co.uk 
www.jwplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

A LOCAL BUSINESS OFFERING ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES 

We provide a comprehensive Plumbing and Heating service, carried out by fully qualified and Gas Safe registered 
service engineers. We guarantee our clients a high standard of service whether we are replacing a leaky tap or 
installing a new central heating system. Some of our services: 

• Boiler installation 
• Boiler servicing 
• Boiler repairs  
• Full central heating system 

installation 
• Underfloor heating 

installation 
 

• Emergency Call Out 
• Plumbing leaks 
• Kitchen plumbing 
• Bathroom installations & 

maintenance 
• Radiator upgrades 
• Water tanks and overflows 

• LPG Certified 
• Gas leak repairs 
• Landlord safety inspections 
• Gas cooker installations 
• Gas hob installations 
• Commercial Catering 

servicing 
 

 
A local run business, we have the experience to make sure your project 
is completed on time and within budget. As Gas Safe registered 
engineers, you are in safe hands. All our work is fully insured and 
guaranteed, with free estimates and no call out charge 

 

  
REGISTER NO. 654830 
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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WWrriittttllee  BBaatthhrroooommss  

&&  KKiittcchheennss  
Peter Lambell,  Sawney Brook,  Writtle 

    07973 410794 / 01245 421402

Full Covid-19 protective measures 
and social distancing strictly observed 

General Plumbing also undertaken
Tiling, Flooring, Underfloor heating 

References available 

W: writtlebathrooms.co.uk
EE::  wwrriittttlleebbaatthhrroooommss@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 

m.o.t’s while you wait, by appointment 
Opening hours; 

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am – 11:00am 

 
Forecourt Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Offering newspapers and a selection of  your essential needs 
 

2-4 Lordship Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3EH 
Suzanne Earthy suzanne@prestons.skoda.co.uk Financial Director 
Richard Preston richard@prestons.skoda.co.uk Service Manager 

Ian Warnock ian@prestons-Ssangyong.co.uk  Car Sales 
Tel:- 01245 420262 

 
 

prestons garage 
Family Business Est. Since1919 

 

Your local, reliable garage; happy to work on all makes of  cars.  Fully qualified 
and experienced technicians and staff  ready to help and advise you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

skoda approved 
aftersales 

ssangyong 
main dealer 
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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                        ssgg  ppiillaatteess  
WOULD YOU LIKE TO MOVE,FEEL AND LOOK BETTER? 
SG PILATES Offers Mat Classes for : 
beginners/ mixed level/ gentle mat for back care & older adults  
Gentle Chair Based seated & supported!  
Pilates Mat & Reformer 1-1 /Pilates Mat Private  
Mini groups & corporate  
 
PILATES – is a unique set of exercises which is designed to help you 
achieve a balance of the body and mind. Pilates is for everyone 
offering a wealth of long term fitness, health and well-being 
benefits. Pilates can help you increase core strength and stability, 
improve your balance , coordination flexibility and tone the body. 
 
MIXED LEVEL MAT : this is a great comprehensive class, working 
through Pilates exercises and building on the strength work and 
building blocks for the more advanced exercises . It’s a class for fast 
learners who love the strength and movement aspects of PILATES! 
GENTLE MAT : classes are aimed at the more mature adult, 
providing an excellent start for the deconditioned or new to 
exercise. These classes are ideal for back care to reduce pain and 
stiffness for a strong supported spine.  
CHAIR PILATES : Want to take up pilates or an exercise class but 
you’re looking for something gentle, and perhaps you are not 
confident about getting on and off the floor? Then chair Pilates 
seated & supported class is for you! 
Contact Sue 01245421961/ 07702236841 
Email : sgpilates@outlook.com website : sgpilates.com  
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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Writtle Green Pre-School 
 

The Beryl Platt Centre, 12-14 
Redwood Drive, Writtle, CM1 3LY 

Phone: 07950 944612 
email: wgp_s@yahoo.co.uk 

Website: www.writtlegreenpre-school.org.uk 
 

The preschool has now moved into our new 
home at The Beryl Platt Centre. 

We have been busy making the preschool an 
exciting and inviting place to play and learn. 

Our outdoor play area is being developed with 
the kind generosity from Chandler Materials 

Widford. They have supplied materials we 
need to develop a safe & stimulating outdoor 

play area & garden for your children. 
Please contact us for more information. 

Covid secure visits can be arranged. 
 

Registered Ofsted number: 650172 
Registered Charity number: 1023360 
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HHeeaatthheerr  CCootttteeee..  BBSScc;;  MMCCSSPP::  MMMMAACCPP  
          CChhaarrtteerreedd  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt  
  

Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 
 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
of Writtle at The Christian Centre 
  

        IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseeee  aa  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt,,  aa  ccaarriinngg  aanndd  ssaaffee            
        wweellccoommee  aawwaaiittss  yyoouu..                      

TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  mmee  oonn  

0077997733  557755994444  
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Lee Sullivan 
• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
• Committed to professional, quality workmanship
• Skilled, Cost-effective & Dependable Service
• References Available
• Fully Insured

33 Rectory Road Writtle  |  lapd.essex@gmail.com  | www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk 

Landline: 01245 422829 
Mobile: 0797 1003423 

Lee Sullivan t/a LAPD | Est. 1990 |‘to protect & preserve’ 

T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing

Jade

B E A U T Y  S T U D I O
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0077997733  557755994444  
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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OPENING HOURS
TUES to FRI 9am till 5pm
SATURDAY 9am till 4pm
CLOSED ON SUN & MON
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T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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46 Wilshire Avenue, Springfield
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6QW

PAINTING, DECORATING, CARPENTRY
PLASTIC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

BUILT-UP FLAT ROOFING & GENERAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01245 493823
Mobile: 07725 111337

Email: daryn_johnson27@hotmail.com
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L. C. MASON T/A
WRITTLE LANDSCAPES

HARD LANDSCAPING   PATIOS   DRIVES
WALLS   FENCING   LAWNS (TURF & SEED)
TEL: 01245 420390   OR   07802 209173

Kim Fish Bookkeeping 
07795 686868 

We now have space to take on more clients 
General Accounts, CIS, VAT, PAYE 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
 

MARTIN FISH 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

JUST AS YOU LIKE IT 
Tel: 07775 522879 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
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ASSISTANCE
Emergency number only: Ambulance, Fire, Police 999 or 112
Fire non-emergency: 0300 3030088
Chelmsford Counselling Foundation: (formerly Writtle Pastoral 

Foundation): 42 Cedar Avenue, Chelmsford 284890
Chelmsford Home Start: Voluntary home visiting for young families 

under stress: Chelmsford 264047
Chelmsford Community Transport: 477750
Citizens Advice Bureau: Burgess Well House, Coval Lane, 

Chelmsford CM1 1JE - Advice Line 01245 205656 
- Main Line 01245 205605

Marriage Guidance Council: 79 Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford 258680 (am)

Mobile Customer Information Services Team: 01245 606891
N.H.S. Direct: 111 
Ambulance: Essex Ambulance Service & NHS Trust 01245 443344
Police: Police Chelmsford can be contacted by telephone on 101
Parking Wardens: 01245 606626 or 01245 606710
RELATE: 47 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 258680 ext. 485950
Samaritans: In distress or despair? - Ring Chelmsford 116123
Talking Newspaper: contact Pat on Chelmsford 354079

LOCAL FACILITIES
Christian Centre: email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 

07949 060567 contact name: Andrew Brewster
Doctors’ Surgery: 421205
Hylands School: 266766
Library: Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm open by volunteers 

1pm-5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm, Thursday 1pm-5pm, 
Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm. Renewals/enquiries 
0345 603 7628

Pharmacy: 422357
The Beryl Platt Centre: 420676

Village Hall: Booking Secretary: Wendy Risdon 07394 663636; 
email: writtlevillagehall@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Roger Bailey: 421508

The Writtle Dental Surgery: NHS & Private 421781
Walk-in Hearing Help Session: 9.30-10.30, 

3rd Thursday of the month, Parish Council Offices: 348440
Writtle College: 424200
Writtle Archives: Wendy Hibbitt 421265
Writtle Community Care: Mick Townley 07704 603271
Writtle County Infants School: 420963.
Writtle County Junior School: 420592
Writtle Green Pre-School: Val Wilson 07950 944612
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 420332
 Small sided artificial pitch bookings: Lisa Bailey 07979 427938
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 432332 after 8pm. 

4G multi-use games court bookings: Sherry Paterson 
writtle4gbookings@gmail.com / 01245 443025. 
Hall Booking Secretary: Sherry Patterson 
hallhire@writtlesportsandsocialclub.co.uk / 01245 443025

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Member of Parliament: Kemi Badenoch (Saffron Walden 

Constituency) Tel: 02072191943
County Councillor: Mike Steel   cllr.mike.steel@essex.gov.uk.
City Councillors: Tim Roper 421977
Parish Councillors: Clerk: Lauretta Fox, 420066
 North Ward: Sue Bell 07866 239043, Ralph Bray 422460, 

Andrew Carter 422232, Paul Costello 07841 342972, 
Chris Hibbitt 421265, Thomas Kinloch 763720, 
Renato Schmid 420866 and Wendy Walker 420147.

 South Ward: Sue Emery 420297, Peter Cracknell 421392, 
Louise Gannicott 422962, Sandra Massey, Ian Nicholls 07791 
832894, John Rayner 07767 607210  

WRITTLE DIRECTORY
Writtle News website: https://www.writtlenews.wordpress.com   Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

Please inform the Editor if an entry in this Directory needs updating or removing
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Conservative Party: Sec: Mrs L. Lee, 01799 506349, The Old 
Armoury, 3 Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JN

SPORTS CLUBS
Chelmsford Croquet Club: Chairman: David Bateson 442291
Gym Club: Coz Yates 420393
Writtle Badminton Club: Paul & Ann Norris 283632
Writtle Bowling Club: Hon. Sec: Mrs Wendy Harvey 01245 421608
Writtle Carpet Bowls Club: Sec: Heather Bourdon 07826 559257
Writtle Cricket Club: Hon. Sec: Mike Faulconbridge, 601138; 

mobile 07746 290947
Writtle Darts Club: Hon. Sec: Dave Elliott 420015
Writtle Football Club: Hon. Sec: Paul Gallacher 353023
Writtle Minors F.C.: Chairman: Matt Hitchcock 07968 022652;
  Sec: Martin Blair, 07989 234875
Writtle Table Tennis Club: Hon Sec: Mathew Brown, 07814 323611
Writtle Tennis Club: Sec: Mrs Sue Emery Chelmsford 420297

ORGANISATIONS
All Saints Bell Ringers: ‘Tower Captain’, Andrew Brewster 421166
All Saints Church Choir:
Brownie & Rainbow Waiting List: girlguidingessexne.org.uk/

Join+Us/
Chelmsford Marquetry Group: Margaret Bonnett 420415
Chelmsford Morris Dancing: Celia Kemp 263753
Chess Club: Chairman: Ivor Smith 421193
Friends of Writtle Parish Church: 422846
Garden & Allotment Society: E: info@writtlegardeners.org 

W: writtlegardeners.org
Guides: 1st Writtle: Mrs Nikki Bird nikki.bird@gmx.co.uk
 3rd Writtle: Mrs Margaret Loster 420958
 Zodiac Rangers: Mrs Josie Mullender 630190
Heritage Writtle: Membership Sec: Mr Dave Stock 421515
Heron Bridge Club: Sec: Angela Cheek 462412
National & Folk Dance Centre: Annette Clark 469197
Parents Association (Infants School): School number 420963

Parents Association (Junior School): 420592
Photographic Society: Peter Graves 421240 Chris Bell 421482
Red Cross: Welfare Office, 200 London Road, Chelmsford 490090
St. John Ambulance: Loan of Medical Comforts: 625678
Sequence Dance Club: Mr D Card 440730
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (6-14 yrs): Mr Andrew King 421431
Explorer Scouts (14-18 yrs): Mr Nick King 421431
WEA: Sec: Anita Curtis 420365
W.I. (Evening): Mrs Mavis Awcock 422668
Writtle Art Group: Lin Wells 352082
Writtle Bridge Circle: Sandy Smith 443096
Writtle Cards (Drama Group): Daniel Curley 07743 322209
Writtle Community Association: Longmeads, 

12-14 Redwood Drive, 420676
Writtle Handbell Ringers: Mrs A. Bailey 421508
Writtle International Scooter Collective: Contact - Ozzie Burrows 

07973 781765
Writtle Manor Football: Sec: Barry Long 420558
Writtle Relief-in-Need Charity: Clerk: Mrs Christine Aldridge 421524
Writtle Sewing Club: Angela Robinson, 07549 184636; 

Catherine Jones, 07730 611687
Writtle Singers: Chairperson: Mr. Steven Clews, 01277 218790
Writtle Tappers (Adult Tap Class): Annette Clark 469197
Writtle Wives: Leader Mrs Barbara Cooley, 420854
Writtle News Policy Board: Chairman John Aldridge 421524; 
 Parish Council: Andrew Carter 422232; 
 PCC: Hazel Kempton
 Catholics Nora Smith; CA Kim Fish 07787479228; 
 Writtle Garden & Allotment Society: Virginia Craig 422031;
 Village Hall Committee: Peter Pegg 420200

Designed and printed by Simmons Printers, Bilton Road, 
Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford CM1 2UJ - 01245 352480
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Wear Pond, Writtle Green.
Moorhen feathering its nest with rubbish.
Photograph by David Ransom, 2021. 
Please see page 11.


