


238



WRITTLE NEWS 244
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2021

WRITTLE NEWS PRODUCTION TEAM

EDITOR: Christine Knight (420045) 
Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

ADVERTISING: Wendy Kateley (420998)
TREASURER: Anne Pegg (420200)
DISTRIBUTION: Mary Steadman (421467)

Copy for Issue 245 (email: writtlenews@gmail.com 
or typed) to Christine Knight, (420045) 

by noon on 1st November 2021 
Advertisements to Wendy Kateley by 1st November 2021

B&W Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £12.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £22.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £35.00 per issue
Whole page £65.00 per issue

Colour Advertising Rates
1⁄8 page £16.00 per issue
1⁄4 page £30.00 per issue
1⁄2 page £50.00 per issue
Whole page £90.00 per issue

Advert Sizes (Type area only)
1⁄8 page 30mm x 90mm
1⁄4 page 60mm x 90mm
1⁄2 page 132.5mm x 90mm
W/page 132.5mm x 190mm

If you wish to change 
your advertisement, 
will you please put 
it in writing. Please 
note that opinions 
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of space and to refuse to 
accept material which in her 
opinion may be regarded as 
offensive or inappropriate.
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ONCE IT’S IN WRITTLE NEWS IT’S ALL ROUND THE 
VILLAGE DELIVERED TO 2,600 DOORS!

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
To place an advert or to update your black and white advert to 
colour, please contact Wendy Kateley on 01245 420998. Please 
email art work for all new b/w and colour adverts to: writtlenews@
gmail.com   Thank you.

Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com
Writtle News website: 
http://www.writtlenews.byck.co.uk

NOTICE
Due to Covid 19 issues there may be a delay in the distribution 
of this February/March Writtle News, a delay similar to that we 
accepted in 2020, but it will still go online at the appropriate 
time. 
 The Writtle News website will also change in May 2021. As 
yet we are not in possession of the new website address, so 
to access the new address online, try typing in ‘Writtle News 
magazine’. 
 We will publish the new website in the April/May edition of 
the Writtle News.
 Many thanks,

Christine Knight, Editor.
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FROM THE VICAR
I’m writing this before I take my summer holiday break and at the 
moment the Great British Summer seemed to have happened a 
month ago. I’m hoping the unsettled spell of weather will settle down 
shortly. I’m also feeling for the many farmers around who haven’t 
been able to harvest yet, or who did harvest the crop, but it was 
damp, and those who haven’t been able to bale their straw yet and 
it’s now wet. I’m feeling for the local businesses that have struggled 
coming out of lockdown as their sales have not been what they’ve 
hoped for, their customer base has shrunk, and life doesn’t feel as 
rosy as it did pre-pandemic. But they’re doing their best. 
 But in the meantime, we’ve had the Olympic Games to bring 
some cheer, and Team GB did so very well. Sport does something 
good for our souls, doesn’t it. The effort, skill and determination 
shown by athletes lifts the human spirit and can make us proud 
to be part of a global humanity that sees beyond our parochial 
boundaries. The speeches at the Games are always trying to lift 
our vision beyond the things that divide us from one another, and 
the support of athletes from different countries encouraging one 
another shows at a micro level what that can look like. But it always 
feels short-lived because as the Games end people go home and 
the business of living life continues. 
 And COP26 is in the news now, climate change is here, and 
global thinking and ‘doing’ is required, front and centre. Can you 
imagine what it might be like to in a position of power and influence 
at that level? And yet, how much power and influence is there 
unless the high ideals get translated into things actually changing 
in everyday life? Of course, it can be done. Einstein once said that 
it only takes around 8% of a population to change and the rest will 
change with them. And when you stop and take a look at the world 
it’s constantly changing, isn’t it. Nothing stays the same. But it’s 
much easier to complain than it is to do anything. It’s much easier 
to blame others than to change our own attitudes and behaviours. 
 The longest and hardest journey for anyone to take is the 
journey from the head to the heart. Usually, it takes a lifetime to get 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
PRIEST IN CHARGE: The Rev’d Tony Cant   
 631078

CHURCHWARDENS: Tony Ripton 07799 690559 
 Vanessa Brett 01245 421011 
Email: writtleallsaints@gmail.com, 
website: www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk

PCC SECRETARY: to be appointed. 

PARISH OFFICE: Currently open 10.00-12 noon, 
 Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
 Tel: 01245 422846

CHRISTIAN CENTRE BOOKINGS:  
Email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 
Phone: 07949 060567; 
 Contact: Andrew Brewster

All Sunday services are at 10.00am. 
For details please check the All Saints Calendar.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE 
Marriage enquiries: Carol Gumbleton 01245 353960 
Baptisms: Michele Moody 01245 421100 
 writtleallsaintsbaptisms@gmail.com 

PASTORAL VISITS AND HOME COMMUNION 
Requests for sick or hospital visits or to receive 
Holy Communion at home, may be made by contacting our 
Pastoral Assistant Hazel Kempton; 
Email: pastoral.writtleallsaints@gmail.com 
Or telephone Parish Office 01245 422846

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
FROM THE VICAR
It’s difficult to know what to write just now as it’s late December 
and this will be getting to you in the New Year. Covid Christmas 
will have been and gone, Covid vaccinations will have begun, the 
muted Christmas and New Year celebrations will be a memory... 
 What have been your significant memories of 2020? What did 
you learn? What did you lose? Did you gain anything? How have 
you grown as a person? Sometimes these can be questions we 
just toss around in our heads, or over a drink with some friends and 
they can feel inconsequential. But they’re actually pretty deep and 
significant and worth considering as we begin a New Year. 
 I have a dim memory of an old story that I can’t quite remember 
exactly, but it goes something like this. In a country far, far away 
a traveller was going from here to there and after many weeks of 
crossing unknown territory that left her weary, came upon a walled 
town. In the wall was a gate, and the traveller stopped at the gate 
and knocked on it as loudly as she could. Above the gate was a 
gatekeeper who poked his head out of the window to see who had 
disturbed his afternoon nap. He called down to the traveller, “Who 
are you, where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 These are good questions, don’t you think? The answers will 
give the gatekeeper an idea of who is wanting to enter his town. 
But they also confront the traveller with considering her life, and 
that it is more than just that moment of banging on the door. 
 As we consider the year just gone it has been a strange one for 
us all, and this New Year is likely to continue with uncertainty as the 
effectiveness of the Covid vaccine is yet unknown from a societal 
level; the economy is still undergoing massive upheaval; Brexit and 
our relationship with the EU will be a new step. 
 “Who are you, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” They are good questions for us to consider at the 
beginning of a New Year. Why not take a few minutes each day for 
the rest of this month to ask yourself those questions?
 I wish you all a very happy New Year, and may you know God’s 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
PRIEST IN CHARGE: The Rev’d Tony Cant   
 631078

CHURCHWARDENS: Margaret Bruce 699782 
 Tony Ripton 07799 690559 
Email: writtleallsaints@gmail.com, 
website: www.allsaintswrittle.co.uk

PCC SECRETARY: Andrew Brewster 
Email: secretary@allsaintswrittle.co.uk

PARISH OFFICE: Closed during the current pandemic, 
 please contact the Churchwardens

CHRISTIAN CENTRE BOOKINGS:  
Email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 
Phone: 07949 060567; 
 Contact: Andrew Brewster

All Sunday services are at 10.00 am. 
For details please check the All Saints Calendar.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE 
Preliminary arrangements should be made through Margaret 
Bruce 699782

PASTORAL VISITS AND HOME COMMUNION 
Requests for sick or hospital visits or to receive Holy 
Communion at home, may be made by contacting our 
Pastoral Assistant Hazel Kempton; 
Email: pastoral.writtleallsaints@gmail.com 
Or telephone Margaret Bruce 699782
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there. A lifetime of living, a lifetime of learning, a lifetime of failures, 
a lifetime of refocusing, a lifetime of forgiving, a lifetime of changing. 
And real change usually seems to require some kind of crisis, or 
some incredible examples of how a changed life or situation can be 
brought about. 
 We all share the places in which we live, and we all play our 
small part in making them what they are. Our places are changing, 
our lives are changing, our world is changing. How are you handling 
the changes? 

With every blessing to you, Rev Tony.

ALL SAINTS CALENDAR
OCTOBER
3rd   Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity (1st) 
  - Harvest Festival
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion in Church
7th  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
10th   Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity (2nd)
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion in Church
14th 10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
17th  Twentieth Sunday after Trinity (3rd) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion in Church
21st  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
24th  Last Sunday after Trinity (4th) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Ministry of the Word
28th 10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
31st  Fourth Sunday before Advent (5th) 
  - All Saints Day
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Holy Communion - Joint service with Roxwell 
  and Highwood

NOVEMBER
4th  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)

7th  Third Sunday before Advent (1st) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  All Souls and Covid-Memorial Day Service
  Holy Communion in Church
11th  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
14th  Second Sunday before Advent (2nd) 
  - Remembrance Sunday
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Service of the Word, followed by:
 10.45am  Service at the War Memorial
18th  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
21st  Christ the King (3rd) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am Holy Communion in Church
25th  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube)
28th  First Sunday of Advent (4th) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am  Service of the Word

DECEMBER
2nd  10.00am Morning Prayer (YouTube) 
5th  Second Sunday of Advent (1st) 
 8.00am Holy Communion (YouTube)
 10.00am Toy Service followed by Christmas Tree Festival
PLEASE NOTE: All services above are provisional and depend 
on current restrictions. Please check the notices on The Link for 
updates. 

BAPTISMS
15th August Matthew Mummery
WEDDINGS
24th July Francesca Reeve and Raymond Dewberry
FUNERALS
PLEASE NOTE: This is a list of funerals at All Saints Church or 
taken by All Saints clergy at Chelmsford Crematorium. It is not a list 
of those who have died in the village. 
2nd August  Martin Kochan
10th August Janet Thomson
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Dear Friends,
Over the last year, smart phones, i-pads, computers of all different 
shapes and sizes have been a Godsend for so many people in 
keeping contact with loved ones. However, in an age when we 
can text, tweet, swipe and ping people and get an immediate 
response, it is perhaps a little hard for us to talk about the nature 
of prayer, of waiting on God. In a culture where we demand 
immediate responses, where we can press a button and see loved 
ones on the other side of the world, where we are used to getting 
an immediate response from our gadgets and gizmos, how do we 
comprehend the need to say in the Our Father prayer “thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done”? 
 Prayer is at the heart of a healthy relationship with God. A 
healthy relationship is not one where we make instant demands for 
the other to do exactly what we want immediately. No friendship 
works where one side makes a demand and the other person 
leaps into action straight away. When we pray, we ask the Father to 
hear our prayer through his Son Jesus Christ, but in friendship with 
Christ we are then confident that what needs to happen will then 
be done. A healthy friendship builds upon what we need, not what 
we may want in a passing moment. I may want to survive on a diet 
of chocolate and gin, but a good friend knows I need something 
else! 
 Our willingness to reach out for help, but then accept the will 
of God, is at the heart of prayer. Remember that God will always 
answer our prayers; I believe this with all my heart - when we 
pray and intercede for others, God hears our prayers. However, 
sometimes God says no. Now this is something we are unprepared 
for. We make a ‘wish list’ of what we want and then demand that 
God makes it happen. God is not Father Christmas. What healthy 
relationship works where one side simply says “this is what I want, 
you must do it now”. We cannot make demands of God, but we 
place before him all our wants and He answers according to our 
needs. 
 It is perhaps the hardest thing in the world for us to do, but 
the most important prayer we can say each day is “thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done.” To abandon ourselves to God’s mercy and 
providence. It is hard for us to do, but it is how we can change the 

178 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 0AR
Telephone: (01245) 352898

Abbot Hugh Allan   BA(OPraem)

SATURDAYS
9.00am at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
SUNDAYS
9.00am, 12 noon, 7.00pm.
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
10.30am at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
WEEKDAYS
8.00am at St. Philip’s Priory, New London Road
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30pm and Fridays 9.30am at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
7.00am, 9.30am, 12.30pm and 7.00pm. 
All at Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
7.30pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue,
Moulsham Lodge
CONFESSIONS
11.00am to 12 noon on Saturdays at
Our Lady Immaculate Church, New London Road
5.30pm to 6.00pm at Holy Name Church, Lucas Avenue, 
Moulsham Lodge
BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES
By appointment
THE PARISH OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
116 Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford. 
Parish Priest Fr. Paul Cracknell   Tel: 354256
MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm
Sun: 9.30am & 11.30am

PARISH OF OUR LADY IMMACULATE
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world. A wise old priest I know used to always say “Do not think 
that you can leave the world a better place; you can only leave the 
world a better person. It is that which makes the world a better 
place.” In prayer, we invite the Lord to let His will be done in us, in 
me. It is then we can truly let our own friendship with Christ help us 
pray for the needs of the whole world. There is no app, or tweet or 
emoji that is going to help you to pray for others. It is simply placing 
your every need in the presence of God and bringing all those we 
love, and all those we find it difficult to love, to the abiding mercy 
of God. To pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be done” - and to say 
with all our hearts, let that will be done in me, so that your kingdom 
may come.

 Abbott Hugh.

WRITTLE CHRISTIAN CENTRE NEEDS FUNDS TO DEAL 
WITH RISING DAMP... 
Help to raise the money needed for building works by listening to 
illustrated talks about the City of London by City of London guide 
and Writtle resident, Alison Woollard. 
Burning London - Sunday 26th September at 5.00pm 
Find out why the Great Fire was so catastrophic and how life in 
cities changed afterwards.
Spiritual London - Sunday 24th October at 5.00pm 
Explore the huge range of churches, religious houses and charities 
in the medieval City which laid the foundations for our approach to 
charity and social services.
Green London - Sunday 21st November at 5.00pm 
Or where to eat your sandwiches in the City of London. Could life 
in the City of the future be even greener? 
All talks are in the Christian Centre. 
Entrance: £5 to include refreshments and a raffle ticket. 
All proceeds will go to dealing with the rising damp problems in the 
Christian Centre. 
For more information: alisonwoollard2@gmail.com

THE RISE AND FALL OF A WRITTLE COMMUTER
Last August I wrote a brief article about how the pandemic had 
changed my life following 30 years of uninterrupted commuting to 

the city. The editor has now kindly asked whether I could write a 
follow-up to see if much has changed.
 This time last year I had started to venture to the office and I 
was hoping for a return to normality whilst maintaining some of 
the benefits of working from home. Here we are, a year on, and 
guess what? I have just started venturing back to the office again 
after a year of stop/start commuting (which has been mainly stop!) 
and hoping for the same. I do feel that I have been an ominous 
predictor of higher Covid case rates each time I have started to 
commute, but come September, the consensus in the City seems 
to be: return at some level, no matter what. 
 Last year, I managed about 6 weeks of 2-3 day weeks in the 
office in August/September 2020 before Covid case rates started 
to rise quickly and restrictions were re-imposed. I returned to full-
time working from home, and this time round I found it much less 
pleasant; whilst restrictions were less onerous, winter is seldom as 
good as summer whatever you are doing and winter 2020/2021 
ended up feeling pretty long to me. On to May and the message 
from management became clear: they wanted to see more people 
in the office to fill the expensive office space, so I committed to 
returning to the office 2-3 days a week and, sure enough, cases 
started ramping up and there was a pingdemic to boot! So I 
returned to my work at home routine, until now. 
 So what has changed over the last year? Not a huge amount, 
but there is a sense of City life re-emerging from an 18-month 
hibernation. Each time I go into London, there are a few more 
people around. Those shops and restaurants that have survived 
are largely open and being used, though unfortunately some have 
gone forever, and it will take a while for those to be replaced. 
Skyscrapers have gone up at a rapid pace along Bishopsgate, 
which still seems curious to me, but it does tell you that there is 
a sense of belief in the future. The commute has improved at the 
margin as Greater Anglia has finally started to update its rolling 
stock to something that seems appropriate for today’s world. 
 What I have found refreshing is the office environment. On the 
odd day when the majority of my colleagues have been in, it has 
felt like we have never been away. Conversations and office banter 
picked-up exactly where they had left off, and such days remind me 
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what I like about being in-office. We have a couple of newcomers, 
and it is for those folks, physical office presence is crucial - it helps 
to make them feel welcome and to become properly integrated into 
the company. ZOOM et al. is clever technology, but impersonal. 
 It’s nearly September and time for a new term: isn’t it funny how 
the calendar of life still mirrors the school year? I am intrigued to 
see how the world looks in a year’s time. 

Jonathan (Buzz) Denham.

3RD WRITTLE GUIDE SUMMER CAMP 25TH-27TH JULY
Having missed a camp last year due to the pandemic, 3rd Writtle 
Guides were determined not to miss another this year. While the 
Covid-19 pandemic meant we couldn’t stay in tents, we enjoyed 
three fun-filled days at Skreens Park instead. 

Day 1 
Just like other jamborees, the first thing we did was make our 
name badges. We had a special pink neckerchief which we tied 
into a friendship knot. 
Then we went to archery. Ollie taught us how to shoot arrows from 
the bow and how to pick them up safely. Each round we had three 
arrows and I got one in the blue for 6 points. 
 We had our packed lunches with 1st Writtle Scouts before it 
started raining lots and lots. After lunch, we joined with the Scouts 

to do Mission Impossible. We had a map and had to explore the 
campsite solving clues. We had to find numbers and had to put 
these answers in the correct order to try and win a prize. 
 It was raining a lot and we could hear thunder. We all got so 
wet! Then we decorated T-shirts. 
The rain stopped so we went to the zip wire. I didn’t have a go but 
sat half-way and watched the others. Some of their faces were 
happy and some were a bit nervous and I cheered them all. 
 Dinner was chicken fajitas, cooked outside, and ice-cream with 
sauce for pudding. It was raining again! The Scouts built a good 
campfire and we sang, ‘Campfire’s Burning’ in a round. Everyone 
had to find a stick, put a marshmallow on it, and cook it in the fire 
to make s’mores. A nice treat to end the evening. 
 I had a really good time and can’t wait to do it again. 

Katie Alabaster.

Day 2 
We arrived at 9.30am and started by making bracelets. Our first 
activity was a sensory trail. It was difficult because you were 
blindfolded and you had to go through tyres, tunnels and ditches. 

8
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However, the unit got through with only a couple of falls. 
 During the break, we did a colour palette challenge followed 
by abseiling. Abseiling was extreme fun. My adrenaline definitely 
kicked in and I would have enjoyed another go, but we had to have 
lunch and move on to high ropes. 
I really enjoyed this activity and although we could only go up to the 
second level because of time, there were definitely some difficult 
obstacles on Levels 1 and 2. One of the scariest bits was jumping 
off one platform onto another.
 The final activity was climbing. All of the unit reached their 
individual highest points and then abseiled down. When I abseiled 
down I banged into the wall and fell over at the bottom, but it was 
an extremely fun day enjoyed by all. 

Francesca Oddy.

Day 3 
Day 3 was the perfect ending to our summer camp with water 
activities. Our group started off with paddle boarding. This was my 
first time ever and I really enjoyed it. I didn’t realise how huge the 
paddle boards were. Balancing was a key skill to paddle board. To 

start with, we were asked to kneel and balance. The best bit was 
when we were allowed to push our friends into the water. We were 
all soaking wet but had so much fun. :) 
 After paddle boarding we moved on to kayaking. In my group 
there were three of us. We played a game of collecting rubber 
ducks which was fun, we also had to race with other groups. It was 
all a super end to the whole three active days of summer camp. 
 The very unpredictable weather during the three days made it 
all the more exciting. This was the best ever start to our summer 
holidays. Thanks to all the guide leaders for making this happen. 

Sophie Prentice.

MAY HALLS
It is with great sadness that I inform you that May Halls passed 
away in July 2021. May was a member of 1st Writtle Guides in the 
1930s, and shared our 100th birthday year, 2021. It was a joy to 
meet May and her daughter Lorna and to hear her memories of 
Guiding in that era. I will always remember her enthusiasm and 
I’m sure her family and friends have lots of lovely memories of her. 

Nikki Bird, 1st Writtle Guides.
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NATURE NOTES
NON-NATIVE SPECIES
I wonder if many of us realise 
how many species of wildlife 
we have living with us which are 
not native to Great Britain, but 
are now accepted by us? Some 
may be surprising to you. 
 Did we really need to fill up 
our countryside with an animal 
that kills birds in large numbers. 
Well, we already have with the 
domestic cat, which is said to 
kill many millions of birds and 
vertebrates each year, but most 
people like myself would hate to 

lose our cats (if you read this Felix, this includes you). 
 We have seen some of the devastation in Writtle when mink 
being bred for their fur were released into our ecosystem and 
feasted on our water voles and fish. Many of these mink have now 
been eradicated, and this may be just as well. 
 When researching for this article, I was surprised at what was 
being said about the colourful pheasant, native of the Black Sea 
area. They were brought into this country for shooting and it is said 
that many were bred for this purpose, perhaps several million and 
then released to be shot. I am not happy about this industry. I have 
seen them in my garden and think they are lovely colourful birds. 
 Perhaps we should go back to an animal which most of us 
know something about, the grey squirrel. Grey squirrels are native 
to North America. They are bigger than our native red squirrels and 
can digest acorns better than the red, which also gives them an 
advantage. Grey squirrels also carry a disease known as squirrel 
pox. Most grey squirrels can survive this disease, but they pass it 
on to the red squirrels which do not. 
 The muntjac deer, known by many as the deer of the suburbs, 
is believed to be an escapee from Woburn Abbey. This deer is 
often seen in Writtle in several areas, such as the College grounds, 

Lawford Lane etc. Way back in the 1950s and 1960s, my wife 
Mary and I were walking in a Suffolk woodland. Mary was leading 
and she signalled me to stop. She pointed out some movement 
among the stems of some trees. After the animal moved away, 
Mary said it was a wild boar, but I thought it was a muntjac deer. 
We never did come to an agreement on this, but if we were likely 
to have a disagreement on anything Mary would say “Wild boar”, 
I would say “Muntjac” and that would be the end of the potential 
disagreement. 
 There have been other importations of animals, including both 
the brown and black rat, which are believed to have arrived on the 
early sailing ships. It is also said that scorpions came here in the 
same way. They were found in a pile of sand used to slow down 
trains if required in stations. These were filmed by the BBC in 1979 
at Ongar Station. 
 Rabbits came in during the Norman conquest in 1066 as a 
possible food source, but the job they are best at is breeding, so at 
times we have trouble with them and their numbers. 
 There are several other species which have made their home 
here in Great Britain, such as the little owl, Chinese water deer and 
ring-necked parakeets which are vivid green birds from Asia and 
Africa. We also have the Wear Pond terrapins which have for many 
years been present in our village pond, originating from North and 
South America. 
 There are several more that could be mentioned, but I will move 
on to another subject much more recent - the reintroduction of 
the beaver. The beaver is a very busy creature, cutting down small 
trees and growth on the river side, and building dams to shelter 
their living quarters on the down side of the river or stream. Their 
living quarters are built above the water level, but are entered from 
under the water for protection. Some people believe this may lead 
to flooding in the future, with a certain amount of floodwater build-
up. This has still to be proved one way or the other. Myself, I tend 
to feel it will cause us trouble in the future, so we must watch the 
trial being carried out carefully, then be clear which way should be 
taken. Others believe it would hold up water, thereby preventing 
downstream flooding. 

Derek Cooley.
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THE TIDE TURNS
At first there seems little in common between Henry Brooks and the 
Duke of Edinburgh. One living in a pleasant but modest house in 
Writtle, the other accustomed to palaces and grand occasions. But 
in reality there was much that united them. Both served in the Royal 
Navy, both saw active service, particularly in the Mediterranean, 
and both typified a generation to whom duty and service meant 
everything. 

Henry’s spell as an anti-
aircraft gunner in Malta 
came to an end when 
in August 1942 he was 
assigned to HMS ‘Beryl’, 
a mine sweeper. Their job 
was to sweep the channels 
and once clear of mines to 
lay out buoys to mark the 
clear water. This task was 
given added impetus as 
the Allies were preparing 
for the assault on Europe. 
  This was to be achieved 

by ‘Operation Husky’, an amphibious attack from North Africa 
against Sicily - the ‘soft underbelly’ of Axis-held Europe. On the 
10th July 1943, armies under General Montgomery and General 
Patton successfully landed on the shores of Sicily. From there the 
Allies crossed to the Italian mainland but ran into tough German 
resistance resulting in stalemate at the Gustav Line and Monte 
Cassino. 
 As the Allies moved through the south of Italy, Henry’s shore 
camps moved with them and in Naples he was told to join HMS 
‘Fly’, another minesweeper. His first trip in her was as part of 
one of the most momentous events in the Italian campaign - the 
landings at Anzio, aimed at bypassing the Gustav Line. They set 
off on the 22nd January 1944 to sweep the approaches as the 
landings could not take place until the mines had been cleared. 
The hazardous task was successfully completed, then the landing 
craft went in. On the first day 36,000 men were landed, although 

Henry was scathing about the American general in charge - due 
to his failings, a delay meant the Germans had time to bring in 
reinforcements and a disaster was only narrowly avoided. 
 Whilst the tide of war had turned, nonetheless Chelmsford and 
the surrounding villages were still suffering regular bombing raids. 
On the 3rd March 1943 the sirens sounded at 8.12pm and minutes 
later a stream of German bombers approached the town, but 
fortunately many of the bombs fell in rural areas. Around 9.10pm 
a stick of high explosive bombs fell along the Margaretting Road 
and shortly after four more fell in Writtle, between Southwood Farm 
and Hylands Park. By the time the all-clear sounded at 9.53pm, a 
considerable number of further explosive bombs and incendiaries 
had caused damage and fires over a wide area, but by good 
fortune no-one had been killed. 
 The Luftwaffe did hit Chelmsford itself with its raid on the 
15th April with a number of properties destroyed or damaged 
by explosives and fire, particularly around Springfield Road and 
Broomfield Road. In the main, these were houses and the factories 
escaped, although both Marconi’s and Hoffmann’s had storage 
facilities destroyed. One somewhat bizarre consequence of the 
raid followed the gutting by fire bombs of Archer’s Suet Factory in 
New Street. The large quantity of melted fat created a giant slippery 
pool which covered New Street and meant that factory workers 
had to pick their way very carefully through the stinking mess for 
weeks afterwards. 
 A month later, on the 14th of May, Chelmsford was hit again. 
The sirens sounded at 1.54am and a couple of minutes later 
German pathfinders dropped flares and they were then followed 
by the main force. Anti-aircraft guns opened up, as did the Rocket 
Battery at Writtle which fired its first salvo as the first bombs began 
falling. By the time the raid ended at 2.45am more than 50 people 
had been killed and many more injured; some 3,000 properties 
had been damaged and over 1,000 people made homeless. The 
Marconi Pottery Lane factory had been flattened; the bus station 
in Duke Street destroyed along with many buses; and New Hall 
Emergency Hospital at Boreham sustained two direct hits killing 11 
patients. 
 Amongst so many who died:- Gerald Blundell aged 17 

11

A destroyer of the 
Mediterranean fleet.



of Widford Chase; Corporal Thomas Guergen aged 23 from 
Charleston, Virginia, mortally injured whilst rescuing people; Sidney 
and Cissie Westrip aged 37 and 31 of Lower Anchor Street with 
their two year old daughter June and their twenty-three year old 
lodger Gwendoline James; Alan Judd aged nine and his sister 
Beryl. 
 Zosia Lesniowska’s incredible journey had found her and her 
mother in relative safety in Persia where, through the Red Cross, 
they learned of the death of her father. After the family had become 

separated at Tashkent her father and her brother Romek lived a 
hand-to-mouth existence, but then Romek contracted typhoid and 
whilst he was in hospital her father was conscripted into the Polish 
Army. They learned that he had died in May 1942 of food poisoning 
and was buried in the British Cemetery in Habbaniya, Iraq. He was 
42 years old. Of Romek, at that time there was no information and 
now Zosia and her mother were told that, along with the other 
refugees, they had to move on. 
 But I want to finish this article on a lighter note. Those of a 
certain age may recall the strip cartoon “Jane” in the Daily Mirror 
which ran during and after the War. It was very popular, mainly due 
to the fact that Jane was forever losing her clothes! 
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Once again many thanks to Andy Begent whose book “Chelmsford 
at War” has proved invaluable, as it has not been possible to gain 
access to the Essex Record Office. 

John Trusler.

WRITTLE CARDS
Writtle CARDS was founded in 1968 and has around 25 active 
members covering a wide age range. Although we had to stop our 
live performances during the lockdown, we met regularly via Zoom. 
 But we’re back! Our 2021/2022 programme is a full-length 
play in the spring and a pantomime in the winter, with a musical 
style revue in the summer. Our productions are presented at Writtle 
Village Hall. 
 We always invite the local adjudicators from the North Essex 
Theatre Guild and the National Operatic and Dramatic Association 
to attend our productions and to give us a written adjudication. 
In recent years, we have won the Guild’s annual awards for Best 
Comedy Partnership, Best Comedy Performance, Best Original 
Writing, Best Supporting Actress and Best Actor, Best Front of 
House, Best Costume, Best Set, as well as the Best Individual 
Performance and Best Play awards from NODA. 
 We are an extremely friendly group who enjoy putting on 
plays and strive to provide exciting and varied productions for our 
audiences. It’s a lot of fun and a good time is guaranteed. We are 
always looking out for new people who are keen to get involved, on 
the stage, behind it, or who would just like to come along and see 
what it’s all about. You would be made very welcome! Contact our 
secretary, Daniel, via the website, writtlecards.webs.com or 07743 
322209.
 On November 25th, 26th and 27th we are presenting the 
hilarious family pantomime ‘Mother Goose’. It has been written by 
the talented local team of Jerry Thomas, Adam Thomas and Neil 
Hamblin. 
Performances start at 7:30pm and at 2.00pm for the Saturday 
matinee. 
Tickets are already selling fast, so to avoid disappointment, contact 
our box office straight away. 
Telephone 07858 990931 or email writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk 
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Writtle CARDS presents

The hilarious family pantomime by Jerry Thomas, 

Adam Thomas and Neil Hamblin.


Thursday 25th, Friday 26th 

and Saturday 27th

 November 2021.

at the Village Hall


7:30 p.m.  
 2:00 p.m. Saturday matinee 

Tickets available from the Box Office

07858 990931 


or writtlecards@hotmail.co.uk


Current mask wearing advice will apply.


Members of the North Essex Theatre Guild

Affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association




WRITTLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The Beryl Platt Centre, 12/14 Redwood Drive, Writtle CM1 3LY

01245 420676 / 07787 479228   bookingswca@gmail.com

THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE, 
15TH AUGUST 2021
The Writtle Community Association has been so pleased to 
welcome so many lovely events over the summer months. As well 
as hosting our first wedding, we have also seen several happy 
children at parties, proud parents at christenings and naming 
celebrations and many momentous anniversaries, which have 
been so wonderful to be part of. We also held our first Open Day 
with the Mayor of Chelmsford officially opening the centre and it 
was lovely to meet lots of locals, who came along to enjoy a drink 
with us. We are also pleased to welcome Essex Balloon Studio as 
the centre’s official sponsor, who created some amazing balloon 
displays for the Open Day and I’m sure we will be seeing them at 
a lot more events in the near future. We welcomed a new WCA 
Chairman, Richard Gaskin, to the Committee in August, as well as 
new committee member Jeni Collins, both have proved already to 
be great additions to the committee. We are now taking bookings 
for 2022, with only a handful of availability for 2021 remaining and 
we are planning our Christmas Open Day for 28th November, a date 
to mark in your diaries, with carol singers, Christmas refreshments 
and Christmas tree decorating. 
 Watch out on our Facebook page for further details!

THE BERYL PLATT CENTRE
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From: Christine Knight cknight.writtle@icloud.com
Subject:

Date: 15 August 2021 at 14:38
To: Christine Knight writtlenews@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

Official opening of the Beryl Platt Centre
Photograph by Chris Bell.

Harriette and Louise Platt (Granddaughter and
daughter-in-law of Baroness Platt of Writtle).
Photograph by Chris Bell

Front elevation Back elevation



RUSSELL’S KITCHEN
FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE CAKE

INGREDIENTS
200g 70% dark chocolate
80g unsalted butter
170g icing sugar, sifted
4 large eggs, separated
Pinch of sea salt
Cocoa powder

METHOD 
1. Grease a 7 inch baking tin with butter, then dust with cocoa 

powder. 

2. Melt chocolate and butter in a glass bowl over simmering 
water and add a small pinch of sea salt (you could also add a 
1/2 teaspoon of espresso powder if you wish to enhance the 
chocolate, but 70% chocolate is rich anyway). 

3. Whisk the egg yolks and icing sugar in a bowl until pale, thick 
and creamy. 

4.  Fold the melted chocolate and butter into the egg and sugar 
mixture. 

5. Using a clean whisk and bowl, whisk egg whites until stiff 
peaks. 

6. Gently fold the egg whites into the chocolate and egg mixture, 
retaining as much air as possible. 

7. Pour the mixture into the cake tin and bake at 180ºC for 25-30 
minutes. 

The cake will rise and crack but will subside once out of the oven.  
We normally serve with vanilla ice cream or whipped double cream. 
 In the photo we have made mini versions of the cake in a mini 
muffin tray and served them with coffee pana cotta.
 If making mini cakes in a mini muffin tray, reduce the cooking 
time to 15 minutes. 

WEA
At this moment in time we have no information on when classes 
will start in the Village Hall, as the WEA are carrying out a Health 
and Safety check on the Village Hall at the moment. Please keep a 
lookout on the WEA website for further details.

WI
Wed 13th October 7.45pm Writtle Village Hall
   “Standing up to the War Office - 
   women who refused to ‘go home 
   and sit still’”, with Dr. Viv Newman
   Competition: Halloween Item
Wed 10th November 7.45pm Writtle Village Hall
   The History of Spoken English, 
   with Charlie Haylock
   Competition: Autumnal Item 

SARA’S KITCHEN
When I first started to consider recipe choices for the 
December-January edition of the Writtle News my 
initial thoughts were that it ought to be something 
Christmassy or that it ought to be a proper winter 

warmer. What I have settled upon is neither of those! It is a delicious 
dessert which will be perfect for entertaining over the festive period. 
Apart from a paltry injection of fruit, in the form of bananas, there is 
nothing remotely healthy about this recipe - which is probably why 
it is so very popular with my kids. Whilst they do help out cooking 
at home now that they are adults - in reality this largely only occurs 
when I haven’t started to make dinner yet and they are evidently 
very hungry and impatient. Strangely enough, however, when I 
announce that I am going to make this recipe all of a sudden it is 
all hands on deck in my kitchen! They appear, as if by magic, with 
their finger dunking / spoon licking offers of ‘help’. It’s like having 
a couple of persistent, pesky flies hovering in the kitchen which 
you’re having to constantly fend off. 
 My stained, torn and tattered copy of this recipe is testament to 
its popularity (and to the fact that I am obviously a messy cook). It 
has clearly fallen victim to spillages over the years and the page has 
become stuck and then had to be un-stuck from adjoining pages. 
On a plus note, it is always easy to find due to its uniqueness. (Note 
to self - rewrite this recipe and try to be a cleaner, tidier cook!) 

CHOCOLATE BANOFFEE PIE 
 
Ingredients
For the filling:
2 x 400ml (14 fl oz) cans of sweetened condensed milk 
150g (5 oz) plain chocolate, melted 
125ml (4 f1 oz) double cream 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

For the biscuit crust 
260g (8! oz) digestive biscuits, crushed 
90g (3 oz) lightly salted butter, melted 

For the topping 
3 small ripe bananas 
300ml (! pint) double cream, whipped 
Grated chocolate or chocolate curls if you have the time/patience! 
Cocoa powder to dust over 

Method
1. Grease your loose bottom flan tin 3.5cm (1! in) deep and 

23cm (9 in) diameter. 
2. Pre heat oven 180ºC /350ºF/ gas 4. 
3. Puncture a small hole in the top of each can of the condensed 

milk. Put them in a saucepan large enough to immerse them 
fully in water. Add the water and bring to the boil and simmer 
for 2 hours with the pan partially covered, adding more water 
as necessary to keep them covered. After 2 hours carefully 
remove the hot cans and cool. 

4. For the biscuit crust, put the crushed biscuits in a bowl and pour 
over the melted butter. Mix together and turn into your prepared 
tin pressing them in an even layer firstly over the sides and then 
on the bottom to make the crust. Bake in pre heated oven for 10 
minutes then cool on wire rack and chill until needed. 

5. Continue to make filling. Cool the melted chocolate to tepid. 
Whisk the cream until it is just thick and fold it into the chocolate. 
Then fold in the vanilla. Spoon this chocolate mixture into your 
cooled biscuit crust spreading it evenly (whilst deflecting the 
scavenging finger dunkers who will then no doubt happily 
‘clean’ your chocolaty bowl for you!). Chill until set. 

6. Open the tins of cooled condensed milk which will have cooked 
into a toffee-like cream. Pour the contents of both into a bowl 
and whisk until smooth. Spoon over the chocolate layer in 
the crust and then return it to the fridge to chill until ready to 
serve. (Watch the bowl disappear to be ‘cleaned’ by your little 
helpers.) 

7. Complete the topping before serving. Slice the bananas and 
arrange them over the toffee layer. Spoon the whipped cream 
on top. Decorate with your grated chocolate or curls and a light 
dusting of cocoa powder. 

8. Serve to whoops of joy.
1815

Chocolate cakes. Photograph includes mini versions of
the cake - mini muffins served with coffee pana cotta,
spun sugar, nuts, ice cream and chocolate chips



WRITTLE ARCHIVES
THE VICARAGE 
Many people have been commenting about the transformation of 
Writtle Vicarage in Lodge Road.  
 It is not known exactly when the vicarage was built but there 
is a bill in the old Parish Registers, now in the Essex Record 
Office, showing “Monies disbursed in building the Church House 
September 1st 1638”. The house appears to have been timber 
framed as much wood was ordered plus bricks and straw for 
thatching. This house seems to be on the site of an even earlier 
building as “to Samford for taking down the old walls and chimney 
and carry them away”. 
 When Rev. Thomas Houghton (Vicar from 1677-1718) came to 
Writtle he wrote the following: “I was presented to this Living in the 
year 1677. Since I came to the Vicarage, I built from the ground the 
lower room which I made my study and the room over it which is the 
best chamber - that part of the house when I came was so ruinous 
that I was advised to take them down quite. I also took down the 
stable, which I found propped with sticks so like to fall that I did not 
dare venture to put my horse in it. The stable that now is together 
with the hay-house and shed adjoining thereunto I erected from 
the very ground all at my own charge. I also underpinned the side 
of the dwelling house which looks toward the asparagus beds and 
the part of the house I rough cast. I also made the stairs going up 
to the chamber over the kitchen and made the partition and door 
upon the stair head and the door of the chamber with a chimney in 
it. I also built the oven in the kitchen, laid the brick floor in the wash 
house (which was only a clay floor before). 
 I bought all the locks and keys about the house and bricked 
the cellar near the wash house which was an earthen floor before, 
all which expenses about the Vicarage House and outhouses 
and gardens amounted to £200 and upwards the charges of the 
gardens being but £16 or £17 thereof.” 

The sketch of the old house is dated 1817 when the Vicar was Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Penrose (1814-1851). It comes from a ‘Sketch Book of 
Drawings’ ERO D/DQ 14/43. 
 There is no information about this Vicar in the church registers, 

but a road opposite the Vicarage is named after the field ‘Doctors 
Meadow’ where houses were built and is now called ‘Penrose 
Mead’. 
 More is known about a later Vicar, John Henry Upton 1896-
1947. 
 Below are the memories of John Upton’s son, also John, from 
1993. 
“My father was Vicar of Writtle from 1926 to 1947. It was a New 
College Oxford living and he was a New College man. He was 
unwilling to accept the Writtle living at first ‘because of the size of 
the Vicarage’ - 10 to 12 bedrooms, stables and a coach house, but 
he was persuaded on the grounds that the house would be altered. 
One wing at the back was demolished, there were then only six 
bedrooms, and the third floor became an attic and dormer windows 
were removed. The stables etc. were demolished and became the 
kitchen garden. There was 2! acres of ground including a large 
lawn and an orchard. We were always self sufficient in potatoes, 
vegetables and fruit. Part of the garden became the bowling green, 
and the original boundary wall - Romans Place, still stands. Along 
it were a number of fruit trees for the produce of which the Bowling 
Club members held an auction each year. We never drank tap-
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water but used the well on the Vicarage lawn (which I think is still 
there) - the taste of local tap-water was generally unpleasant and 
even flavoured the tea! 
 The Vicar’s salary in 1926 was £600 p.a. and a rent-free house, 
which put the family at the top end of the social scale (as with all 
clergy in those days). My father came to Writtle when he was 31, 
very young for such a large parish - reputed to be the largest in 
area in the Diocese. There was always a Curate until the war. The 
Reverends Scott, Melior and Griffiths-Jones all lived as bachelors 
at 1, Lodge Road (the house of the Misses Smale). As there was 
no bathroom, the Curate used to come and have a weekly bath at 
the Vicarage! 
 My father placed a great deal of importance on parish visiting 
and reckoned to visit every house in the parish once a year. Tuesday 
to Friday he would set off on his bicycle and visit for two hours 
unless he had a funeral or a wedding. This died off when wives 
generally went out to work, Also Vicars did much more pastoral 
work in the days before Social Services emerged and I think they 
were always busy people. 
 One of the sounds you could not miss was that of the ‘Tolling 
bell’ when anyone had died; the same bell rang at the time of the 
funeral. There was a priest’s hole in the Priory grounds which I 
remember seeing many years ago - doubtless it disappeared when 
the new houses were built. The vicarage pond was the Priory 
fishpond. Just before the war in connection with improving the 
drainage (under the road) we had the pond drained and discovered 
vast quantities of carp and a quantity of freshwater oyster shells.”

In 1930 Rev. Upton wrote a very comprehensive and scholarly book 
on Writtle Church, which is a great source of interest for historians. 
 The last Vicar to live in the old Vicarage was the Rev. Peter 
Mason (1978-1987). 
 After him, the Rev Peter Nokes (1987-1993) moved into the 
new Vicarage which was built in part of the large garden of the old. 
 Gwyneth Sommerlad and her husband, Brian, bought the Old 
Vicarage in Writtle in 1988, when it was in quite a state. Within 
11 months a dramatic transformation took place, and it became a 
rejuvenated family home. 

Excerpts from Essex Life give an idea of the interior. 
“The mother of five wasn’t mad keen to put in an offer when the 
diocese decided to build the vicar a new house in 1988 and invited 
closed bids for the draughty 18th century house that was way 
beyond the means of a cleric, on what was probably a meagre 
stipend, to live in much comfort. The old vicarage is surrounded 
by an acre of garden in what is described as ‘one of the loveliest 
villages in England’.” 
 “The house was a wreck”, Brian reports. “The main part had 
been empty for about three years. Parties had been held in one of 
the top bedrooms, vandals had lit fires in the fireplace in the living 
room, there was a self-contained flat which had been divided from 
the rest of the house by a brick wall and rented out and they’d also 
divided up the garden to give the tenants their own small garden. 
All that had to be sorted out. 
 There were 61 broken windowpanes and there were gaping 
holes or fungus growing in the ceilings, but we’d been looking for a 
large house and this has eight bedrooms. 
 The house now has a living area of almost 6,000 sq ft. Four 
small rooms were knocked into one to create the farmhouse-
sized kitchen/breakfast room with its Aga, hand-built solid wood 
cupboards, wooden worktops and terracotta tiled floor. 
 Upstairs are eight good-sized bedrooms and four bathrooms 
spread over the two upper floors. The master suite has a dressing 
room and private bathroom with roll top bath. No doubt the old 
vicar, and particularly the vicar’s wife, would have praised the Lord 
had they lived there long enough to enjoy the comforts of modem 
plumbing and central heating. 
 The improvements to the vicarage were not at the expense of 
the Georgian character. Huge sash windows in the drawing room 
and dining room still have the original shutters. These two rooms 
also have big bay windows which weren’t there when the vicarage 
was built but add to the charm. A grand piano sits in one of the 
bays - that’s how big they are.
 The ceiling in the hall which runs from the front to back of the 
vicarage is 3m high, while the sash window on the half landing on 
the way up to the first floor almost matches it in size.” 
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As a follow-up from my previous article on the Upson family, I have 
had an interesting e-mail from Diana Marden which I reproduce 
below. I am sure it will bring back memories for some of our older 
readers. 
“I read with interest your article about the Upson family of Writtle 
in the June-July edition of Writtle News. I was a King’s Messenger 
while still a pupil at the Writtle Girls’ School. Meetings were held after 
school in the Iron Room just a stone’s throw from the playground. I 
had a badge to wear. I can remember doing an awful lot of praying 
for the missionaries working in far flung places especially for those 
in Borneo who lived in fear of the head-hunters. I also went to 
afternoon Sunday school held in the church. The harmonium was 
wheeled into the main aisle where Mrs Upson tried valiantly to get a 
tune out of it. I continued going to Sunday School classes taken by 
Miss Enid Usborne held at her home ‘Ratcliffes’ on The Green and 
continued praying for the missionaries and other threats to world 
peace. I was beginning to find this all rather frightening. When Mrs 
Upson retired from her position of Sunday School Superintendent 
my father Maurice Goby then took over this post. Looking back 
on those early years and King’s Messengers meetings would that 
now be classed as a form of brain washing? I had some sympathy 
for those Borneo head-hunters watching from their Long Houses 
spotting these white strangers approaching the village ready to 
spread the Word of God. I’m sure they weren’t best pleased and 
perhaps one or two missionaries did meet a gruesome death rather 
like Captain Cook hoping to greet the native Hawaiians.”

Last year several display boards were prepared to tie in with the 
75th anniversary of the end of WW2. Unfortunately, it was not 
possible to put them on display then due to lockdown, but they 
can now be viewed in the church during November. 
 Writtle Archives are now open most Wednesday afternoons 
from 2.00-5.00pm. We welcome visitors, but please let us know 
you are coming. 

Wendy Hibbitt. Tel 421265 wendyhibbitt@hotmail.com 

HERITAGE WRITTLE 
DIGGING WRITTLE’S PAST
Heritage Writtle has been 
successfully investigating and 

excavating in the Village for 12 years and have found settlements 
dating back from the Romans to the Stone Age.
 We have found the course of Ancient roads. Other work 
included the Medieval house known as ‘The Lodge’ on the Bowling 
Green, and the Chantry Chapel at the Church. 
 We have more projects being offered in the area, and would like 
to give the opportunity to more people in the area to ‘explore’ the 
past with us. The Roman Tiger in the logo was at our site. All you 
need is to be interested and reasonably fit! 
 We normally meet one morning a week, and have occasional 
trips out to places of interest. We also have a public Annual Lecture 
on historical/archaeological topics. 
 If you are interested in talking to us please contact us on 
gorho@supanet.com or ring Susie 420504, Dave 421515 or 
Gordon 422986. 
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Secretary: Sue Elwell, Tel: 07394 663636

Email: writtlevillagehall2019@gmail.com



MEET AN ALLOTMENTEER!
Christian Rudkin got a half plot at the Chase allotments in February 
2021, having moved into the area in May 2020. During the height 
of the pandemic his work as a wedding DJ slowed down, and 
so inspired by Charles Dowding and a host of vegetable growing 
YouTubers, Christian began the process of creating his own ‘no dig’ 
vegetable garden. The principles of no dig gardening are to disturb 
the soil as little as possible, adding organic material to increase the 
fertility and therefore increase the health and productivity of plants. 
 The plot was fairly flat with a shed on it when Christian acquired 
it. Rather than dig over the site, Christian collected cardboard from 
outside a Chelmsford shop and laid it across the site. He then covered 
the cardboard with a 4 inch deep layer of horse manure that a friend 
with horses donated to the cause. Christian left the site for six weeks 
for the manure to break down, with the cardboard acting as a weed 
suppressant. He was then able to plant directly out onto the site. 
 The existing shed roof needed to be replaced and Christian 
decided to put in a corrugated plastic roof on top. This transformed 
the shed into a greenhouse to nurture seedlings for planting out in 
the allotment. In less than six months the site has been completely 
transformed into a highly productive and beautiful plot. This is 
made even more impressive when you consider that Christian 
previously had very little experience growing fruit or vegetables 
prior to acquiring the allotment. 
 Some of his big successes so far this year have included 
beetroot, salad, chard, onions and cabbage; he is also planning 
fennel, spinach, sprouts and butternut squash for the future. Like 
many allotmenteers, this summer his tomatoes have suffered from 
blight. He has experimented with using comfrey tea as a fertiliser to 
encourage healthy growth.

“My partner and I ate healthily 
before I got the allotment, but 
now it’s in a different league”, 
Christian explained. He has also 
benefited from the peace and 
calm the allotments offer and 
would recommend that anyone 
interested gives it a go and sees 
what happens. 
 Thanks to Christian for 
sharing his story and we wish 
him all the success for the future! 
 Please note that your seed 
orders need to be in by the end of 
November (seed catalogues still 
available from the Trading Hut 
in Victoria Road, open Sundays 
10 to 12.15). Completed seed 
orders to be handed in at the hut 
or posted to 24 Victoria Road. 
In addition, the Annual General 
Meeting for the society is being held on Friday November 12th at 
7.30pm at The Beryl Platt Centre, Redwood Drive.

 
 

 

 

Chairman: Virginia Craig. Tel: 01245 422031
Email: info@writtlegardeners.org  Website: writtlegardeners.org
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MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, notice will be given of any additions 
or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish Council 7.30pm Monday 4th October
Monthly Parish Council 7.30pm Monday 1st November
Monthly Parish Council 7.30pm Monday 6th December

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 18th October
Environment 8.15pm Monday 18th October
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
 7.30pm Wednesday 20th October
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th November
Executive & Finance 8.15pm Monday 15th November
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 7.30pm Wednesday 17th November

DOGS ON THE PLAYING FIELDS
A polite notice from Writtle Parish Council regarding the playing 
fields at Paradise Road.
The playing fields are used for a range of sporting activities, 
including football and cricket. For reasons of health and safety, 
please do not walk your dogs on the playing fields. Dog walking is 
strictly prohibited. 

Thank you for your support in keeping the fields a healthy place 
to play.

ANDREW THORPE-APPS, CITY 
COUNCILLOR
I was delighted to be elected 
to Chelmsford City Council in 
the recent by-election. The late 
Malcolm Watson did a tremendous 
job representing our village and 
I intend to live up to those same 
standards, working closely with our 
Parish Council, the County Council, 
and of course Cllr. Tim Roper, who 
has represented Writtle since 2003. 
 Many residents know me 
from my involvement in village life. 
Whether it’s through Writtle Cricket 

Club, Writtle Community Association, the Neighbourhood Plan 
Group, the Writtle Library Group or elsewhere, I have a record 
of being highly engaged with village life and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to represent you. As a local solicitor with a young son 
and strong connections to Writtle, I am invested in making our area 
even better. 
 I am pleased that several residents have been in touch to 
discuss local issues. I am keen to be an active champion of our 
area and hold Chelmsford City Council to account. I know that 
traffic and speeding remain key concerns and I shall work with 
our County Councillor, the Parish Council and others to fight for 
improvements. I have consistently opposed Warren Farm, but if 
that development is to go ahead then we must ensure that the 
traffic impact is mitigated as far as possible. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtle-pc.co.uk

MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT THE PARISH OFFICE
During the Covid-19 pandemic, meetings are being held on Zoom. 
Notice will be given of any additions or amendments.

MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 1st February
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 3rd March
Monthly Parish 7.30pm Monday 12th April

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th February
Highways and Transport 8.15pm Monday 15th February
Planning & Development 7.30pm Monday 15th March
Environment 8.15pm Monday 15th March

CITIZENS ADVICE CHELMSFORD
Get help applying for Universal Credit.
Our Help to Claim service can support you in the early stages of 
your Universal Credit claim, from the application, through to your 
first payment. 
 Help to Claim is a dedicated service from Citizens Advice. It’s 
free, independent and confidential. Our trained advisors can help 
with things like how to gather evidence for your application or how 
to prepare for your work coach appointment. 
Call us for free: 0800 144 8 444.
Visit us: www.chelmsfordcab.org/universal-credit

HOW WILL THE PLANNED WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 
AFFECT WRITTLE’S TRAFFIC?
The North West Action Group was formed to oppose development 
to the north and west of Chelmsford, including the planned 
development on Roxwell Road known as Warren Farm. This group 
consisted of the Parish Councils of Broomfield, Chignal and Little 
Waltham, as well as Writtle. 
 As one of the best arguments against this development was 
traffic volumes, the Group commissioned a report from The Traffic 
Transport and Highway Consultancy which contained an appendix 
with traffic flow predictions for the Writtle Area. 
 The 800 new homes proposed for the Warren Farm 
development is predicted to increase the traffic on Roxwell Road, 
in 2036, by about 18%. In the morning peak hour, the predicted 
traffic flows are 92 vehicles entering Warren Farm and 263 leaving. 
In the afternoon it is 234 vehicles entering the site and 139 leaving. 
In the morning and afternoon peak hours 44% of the traffic leaving 
and entering Warren Farm is expected to travel along Lordship 
Road. This would mean an estimate of 115 Warren Farm vehicles 
travelling toward Writtle in the morning peak hour. The speed 
indicator device, or SID, in Lordship Road tells drivers when they 
are travelling at 31mph or more. This SID also records the number 
of vehicles driving into Writtle on Lordship Road for each hour of 
the day. 
 Pre-Covid, on a typical weekday morning, just under 1,000 
vehicles drove into Writtle passing the Lordship Road SID during 
the morning peak hour. The predicted extra 115 Warren Farm 
vehicles would therefore be expected to increase the traffic driving 
into Writtle on Lordship Road by about 12%. 

WRITTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Lauretta Fox, The Clerk, Writtle Parish Council Office, The Green, Writtle CM1 3DT

Telephone: 01245 420066
Email: clerk@writtle-pc.gov.uk   website: www.writtlepc.co.uk
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From: Andrew Thorpe-Apps andrew_thorpe_apps@hotmail.com
Subject: Introductory piece for Writtle News

Date: 30 August 2021 at 22:11
To: Christine Knight writtlenews@gmail.com

Dear	Chris*ne,

Please	find	a1ached	my	piece	for	Wri1le	News	and	a	photograph.	Apologies	that	this	is	a	li1le
later	than	planned.

When	would	be	a	good	*me	to	visit	you	to	discuss	the	planning	applica*on?

Regards,
Andrew
07306	310049

Andrew Thorpe-
Apps.docx

Andrew Thorpe-Apps,
new City Councillor.



My priority is to ensure that Writtle retains its village identity. I shall 
fight to protect the ‘green buffer’ so that Writtle is not subsumed 
by urban Chelmsford. It should be up to residents to decide how 
we want Writtle to evolve in the years ahead. Development should 
not be forced upon us. That is why the work of our excellent 
Neighbourhood Plan Group is so important. 
 If you wish to raise an issue or concern, please get in touch on 
07306 310049 or email: andrew.thorpe-apps@chelmsford.gov.uk 

Cllr. Andrew Thorpe-Apps.
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THE GREAT MOUSE RACE 
The Writtle mice were extremely 
bored after living though a long 
Covid lockdown. They were ready 
to have some fun. But, what could 

they do to spice up their lives? 
 “I’m fed up with sitting around”, moaned Timothy. “I want a bit 
of exercise and excitement.” 
 Timothy’s friends agreed. They came up with a plan to have a 
mouse race around Writtle Green. 
 They decided to have the race when the village residents were 
asleep in their beds. 
 “I know where we can get some large matchboxes; they can be 
used for car bodies”, said Monty. 
 “We can make the wheels  out of cotton reels, the axles out of 
pencils and the steering wheels out of plastic bottle tops”, added 
Cheddar. “We’ll move the cars with our feet through holes in the floor.” 
 So, the young mice busied themselves collecting materials to 
make their racing cars. They even found pots of paint which they 
used to make their cars look distinctly different from each other. It 
took the mice a long time to make their cars, but the activity kept 
them out of trouble. When the cars were finished the mice decided 
that they needed racing driver names. 
 “I’ll be Speedy Gonzalez”, said Timothy. 
 “OK, I’ll be Mighty Mouse”, added Monty. “Cheddar can be 
Danger Mouse.” 
 Soon every mouse in Writtle learned about the race and wanted 
to join in with the fun. Everyone needed some light entertainment to 
raise their spirits. 
 On the night of the race the mouse leader announced that he 
would donate a prize to the winner - a big cheddar cheese. The young 
mice were very excited to hear the news because they loved cheese. 
 Another grown-up mouse said he would act as the race 
announcer and would marshal the finishing line. 
 “They’re off! There they go!” shouted the announcer. “What a 
race this is. At the first turn, Speedy Gonzalez has the lead. Mighty 
Mouse and Danger Mouse are trampling on his tail. Uh-oh Danger 
Mouse has hit the turn too fast. I see it, but I don’t believe it! He’s 

actually driving on the side of a garden wall. Danger Mouse, is 
disqualified! They are coming up to the finishing line and it’s a tie 
between Speedy Gonzalez and Mighty Mouse.” 
 The crowd cheered the winners as they were presented with 
the cheese, then Speedy Gonzales made an announcement. 
 “We are really happy with the cheese. But we would like to 
share it with our good friend Danger Mouse aka Cheddar - after all, 
she is named after the prize.” 
 Everyone was impressed. True generosity is an offering, given 
freely and out of love with no strings attached. 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 

WRITTLE SINGERS
After a summer break we are delighted to be resuming indoor 
rehearsals at All Saints Church, Writtle. Rehearsals start on 
Monday 6th September and we will be continuing with repertoire 
rehearsed virtually and distanced (outside and in!) during the last 
eighteen months, with a view to presenting an Autumn concert on 
Sunday 3rd October. Music will include pieces by Bridge, Elgar, 
Quilter and Andrew Gant, with some folk songs arranged by 
Jonathan Rathbone, amongst others. Looking ahead, we shall be 
singing carols at the Beryl Platt Centre on Sunday 28th November, 
the Christmas Tree Festival on Sunday 5th December, rounding 
the year off with our popular Christmas concert on Sunday 12th 
December. 
 We are always on the lookout for new members and on Monday 
11th October at 7.45pm we will be holding an open rehearsal. You 
are welcome to come along and find out what we do, join in the 
rehearsal or just listen. 
 Do get in touch if you would like to find out more on info@
writtlesingers.org.uk or 07903 904011. 

MONKEY AND THE BELL 
RINGERS 

Monkey, who lives above the 
Wheatsheaf pub, loves life in Writtle. 
He particularly enjoyed listening to 

the fine ring of ten bells from the Church of ‘All Saints’ on Tuesday 
evenings - that was before Coronavirus silenced the bells. 
 Before the bells were silenced, Monkey wondered whether 
they looked as good as they sounded. As time passed he became 
increasingly curious about the bells. Then one Tuesday evening he 
crept out of the pub and ran towards the Church. 
 When Monkey arrived at the Church he politely asked if he 
would be allowed to ring the bells. He knew that being polite 
always meant that people would be willing to help him. 
 When the bell ringers agreed to let Monkey ring the bells, 
with their assistance, he became very excited. In fact he did a 
somersault, but it ended rather clumsily. A rather undignified 
Monkey landed on his back with a huge thud followed by a loud 
‘phaaaaaw’ as the wind was knocked out of him. 
 “Are you alright?” asked a bell ringer, with a slight chuckle 
which he tried hard to disguise. 
 “I will be when I start ringing the bells”, replied Monkey. 
 Monkey was surprised to learn that bell ringing was not an easy 
activity. He discovered to his horror that it was rather complicated. 
 The assistant smiled politely and told Monkey to hold on to 
the rope tightly and under no circumstances let go of it. Monkey 
followed the instruction, but jerked the rope so hard that the force 
flung him up into the air. He was so horrified that he kicked his legs 
wildly, however the kicking only served to make the rope swing 
around in circles. Monkey felt like he was on a very fast roundabout 
and he was becoming dizzier and dizzier. 
 Eventually the bell ringers managed to catch the swinging rope 
and terrified Monkey. When Monkey finally had both feet firmly 
back on the ground he could see the whole tower spinning around 
in front of his eyes. 
 “This tower is still moving”, yelled Monkey. “I am going to be 
sick”, he added as he fell over. Fortunately for everyone he wasn’t 

sick. 
  When Monkey felt better he struggled up and attempted to 
walk in a straight line towards the door. He soon discovered that 
dizziness makes walking in a straight line impossible. Poor Monkey 
crashed into the walls and the door frame during his attempt to get 
away from the Church. Eventually one of the bell ringers grabbed 
hold of Monkey and carried him back to the pub. 
 At the pub, after recovering from the ordeal, Monkey thought 
about his rather disappointing experience. 
 “Not everything is life turns out as good as we expect it to be”, 
said Monkey. “Sometimes we have to accept disappointment with 
good grace.” 
Copyright ©2009 Jean Cakebread and protected under UK and international law. All rights reserved. 
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If you would like to write for the Writtle News
please contact Christine Knight, Editor,

by telephone
Tel: 01245 420045 

WrittleWrittleWritersWritersWrittleWriters
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www.beresfordsgroup.co.uk

Property professionals since 1968

Writtle’s only estate agent

Residential Sales:
Writtle (01245) 420880

Country Homes:
Chelmsford (01245) 397475

Residential Lettings:
Chelmsford (01245) 500666

Offices throughout Essex and into
Central and Greater London.
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From: John Howden FACI johnhowden7@gmail.com
Subject: A5 page infill

Date: 14 September 2021 at 15:49
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Hi Christine

I have constructed this banner edge.  I hope it works.  I am sending it as a JPeg.

Best wishes

John
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From: John Howden FACI johnhowden7@gmail.com
Subject: A5 page infill

Date: 14 September 2021 at 15:49
To: Writtle News writtlenews@gmail.com

Hi Christine

I have constructed this banner edge.  I hope it works.  I am sending it as a JPeg.

Best wishes

John
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Call Jacob 
07791 460782 
info@jwplumbingandheating.co.uk 
www.jwplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

A LOCAL BUSINESS OFFERING ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES 

We provide a comprehensive Plumbing and Heating service, carried out by fully qualified and Gas Safe registered 
service engineers. We guarantee our clients a high standard of service whether we are replacing a leaky tap or 
installing a new central heating system. Some of our services: 

• Boiler installation 
• Boiler servicing 
• Boiler repairs  
• Full central heating system 

installation 
• Underfloor heating 

installation 
 

• Emergency Call Out 
• Plumbing leaks 
• Kitchen plumbing 
• Bathroom installations & 

maintenance 
• Radiator upgrades 
• Water tanks and overflows 

• LPG Certified 
• Gas leak repairs 
• Landlord safety inspections 
• Gas cooker installations 
• Gas hob installations 
• Commercial Catering 

servicing 
 

 
A local run business, we have the experience to make sure your project 
is completed on time and within budget. As Gas Safe registered 
engineers, you are in safe hands. All our work is fully insured and 
guaranteed, with free estimates and no call out charge 

 

  
REGISTER NO. 654830 
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FYFIELD 
Ongar CM5 0NS
Tel: 01277 899464

THERE'S SO MUCH MORE

IN YOUR LOCAL 
COUNTRY STORE

 

 

 ernestdoeshop.com

click &collect

ED1285 Fyfield Autumn Ad V1.qxp_Layout 1  02/09/2019  16:43  Page 1
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER 
HAVE YOUR GUTTERS BEEN  
CLEANED OUT RECENTLY? 
Keeping Your Gutters Clear is Essential to Make Sure Rain Water Flows  
Away From Your Property Correctly. Moss, Silt, Leaves and Other Debris  

Soon Build Up, Clogging up the Gutter and Blocking the Down Pipes.  
It's a Dirty, Messy, Smelly Job That needs to Be Done. 

FULL GUTTER CLEAN OUT & GUTTER SERVICE 
LEAKS FIXED, BLOCKAGES REMOVED, GUTTERS REPAIRED 

GUTTERS BLOCKED, LEAKING OR FULL OF MUCK 

CALL STEVE - THE GUTTER MAN 
01245 420279/07910 513896/0800 0430652 
Established over 12 Years. Based in Writtle 2 years 

Steve the Gutter Man, Based in Writtle CM1 
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ



33

m.o.t’s while you wait, by appointment 
Opening hours; 

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am – 11:00am 

 
Forecourt Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Offering newspapers and a selection of  your essential needs 
 

2-4 Lordship Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3EH 
Suzanne Earthy suzanne@prestons.skoda.co.uk Financial Director 
Richard Preston richard@prestons.skoda.co.uk Service Manager 

Ian Warnock ian@prestons-Ssangyong.co.uk  Car Sales 
Tel:- 01245 420262 

 
 

prestons garage 
Family Business Est. Since1919 

 

Your local, reliable garage; happy to work on all makes of  cars.  Fully qualified 
and experienced technicians and staff  ready to help and advise you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

skoda approved 
aftersales 

ssangyong 
main dealer 

WWrriittttllee  BBaatthhrroooommss  

&&  KKiittcchheennss  
Peter Lambell,  Sawney Brook,  Writtle 

    07973 410794 / 01245 421402

Full Covid-19 protective measures 
and social distancing strictly observed 

General Plumbing also undertaken
Tiling, Flooring, Underfloor heating 

References available 

W: writtlebathrooms.co.uk
EE::  wwrriittttlleebbaatthhrroooommss@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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www.completeelectric.co.uk
Email: info@completeelectric.co.uk

 Call us on:  
01245 422 306

We are reliable, experienced, electricians 
and provide services for domestic, 

commercial and industrial customers.

Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3JQ
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t 01245 584497                      Suite 6 
       Aquarium 101 

Lower Anchor Street 
                 Chelmsford 

e enquiries@boothfp.com                 Essex 
w boothfp.com                                  CM2 0AU 

Booth Financial Planning is a trading 
name of Booth Financial Services Limited 

which is authorised and regulated by 
The Financial Conduct Authority 

A B 
Where are you 

today? 
Where do you 
want to get to? 

How do you get 
there? 

Lifetime Cashflow Planning 

Pension Planning 

Investment Planning 

Personal / Family Protection 

Mortgage / Equity Release 

Retirement Options 

What is Financial Planning? 

Comprehensive Lifestyle 
Financial Planning 

Call 01245 584497 to find out how we can help 

Independent Financial 
Advice 
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                        SSGG  PPIILLAATTEESS  
WOULD	YOU	LIKE	TO	MOVE,FEEL	AND	LOOK	BETTER?	
SG	PILATES	Offers	Mat	Classes	for	:	
beginners/	mixed	level/	gentle	mat	for	back	care	&	older	adults		
Gentle	Chair	Based	seated	&	supported!		
Pilates	Mat	&	Reformer	1-1	/Pilates	Mat	Private		
Mini	groups	&	corporate		
	
PILATES	–	is	a	unique	set	of	exercises	which	is	designed	to	help	you	
achieve	a	balance	of	the	body	and	mind.	Pilates	is	for	everyone	
offering	a	wealth	of	long	term	fitness,	health	and	well-being	
benefits.	Pilates	can	help	you	increase	core	strength	and	stability,	
improve	your	balance	,	coordination	flexibility	and	tone	the	body.	
	
MIXED	LEVEL	MAT	:	this	is	a	great	comprehensive	class,	working	
through	Pilates	exercises	and	building	on	the	strength	work	and	
building	blocks	for	the	more	advanced	exercises	.	It’s	a	class	for	fast	
learners	who	love	the	strength	and	movement	aspects	of	PILATES!	
GENTLE	MAT	:	classes	are	aimed	at	the	more	mature	adult,	
providing	an	excellent	start	for	the	deconditioned	or	new	to	
exercise.	These	classes	are	ideal	for	back	care	to	reduce	pain	and	
stiffness	for	a	strong	supported	spine.		
CHAIR	PILATES	:	Want	to	take	up	pilates	or	an	exercise	class	but	
you’re	looking	for	something	gentle,	and	perhaps	you	are	not	
confident	about	getting	on	and	off	the	floor?	Then	chair	Pilates	
seated	&	supported	class	is	for	you!	
Contact	Sue	01245421961/	07702236841	
Email	:	sgpilates@outlook.com		www.sgpilates.com		
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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Lee Sullivan 
• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
• Committed to professional, quality workmanship
• Skilled, Cost-effective & Dependable Service
• References Available
• Fully Insured

33 Rectory Road Writtle  |  lapd.essex@gmail.com  | www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk 

Landline: 01245 422829 
Mobile: 0797 1003423 

Lee Sullivan t/a LAPD | Est. 1990 |‘to protect & preserve’ 

T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing

Jade

B E A U T Y  S T U D I O

HHeeaatthheerr  CCootttteeee..  BBSScc;;  MMCCSSPP::  MMMMAACCPP
  CChhaarrtteerreedd  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt  

Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
of Writtle at The Christian Centre 

  IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseeee  aa  PPhhyyssiiootthheerraappiisstt,,  aa  ccaarriinngg  aanndd  ssaaffee  
  wweellccoommee  aawwaaiittss  yyoouu..            

TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  mmee  oonn  

0077997733  557755994444  

T: 07475252254 
E: jadeanderson_beauty@hotmail.com 

W: www.jadebeautystudio.co.uk

Jade’s beauty studio is based in the beautiful  
countryside of Chelmsford and specialises in:  

Nails, Pedicures & Manicures, Lash extensions, Lash Tinting, 
Eyebrow Shaping & Tinting, Massage, Spray Tanning and Waxing

Jade

B E A U T Y  S T U D I O

07486 455027
01245 421292
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Registered with The Health and 
Care Professions Council. 
 

For all your Joint, Muscle and 
Sports Injury Needs in The Heart 
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TToo  bbooookk  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  mmee  oonn  

0077997733  557755994444  
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We are pleased to say we have now re-opened after lockdown
and are very happy to welcome old and new customers back in. 
We have been asked to implement new Healthy & Safety guidelines
to keep you and our staff safe as follows: 
Please only enter the salon if you have an appointment, we are
limiting clients into the salon. We would prefer all bookings to be
taken over the phone. If we are unable to answer your call, please
leave a message, we will return your call. If you are self isolating as
‘very vulnerable’ please let us know at the time of booking. We are
unable to offer dry cuts for the foreseeable future. Please attend your
appointment at the correct time and alone. If you need to bring a
carer, please let us know in advance. Please wear a face covering or
you can purchase one from us for £1. Please do not attend your
appointment if you feel unwell or if you or any of your family have
Covid 19 symptoms. As we are only offering limited appointments at
this time, we would really appreciate a 48 hour cancellation notice
period. 

Please be assured that we have completed a thorough risk assessment
of the entire salon. All staff have passed a Covid 19 hygiene course.
The salon is regularly thoroughly cleaned and sanitised. We are all
wearing the correct PPE and screens are in place at our reception
desk and manicure tables. 
Most of all we are happy to be open again, we’ve missed you! 
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46 Wilshire Avenue, Springfield
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6QW

PAINTING, DECORATING, CARPENTRY
PLASTIC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

BUILT-UP FLAT ROOFING & GENERAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01245 493823
Mobile: 07725 111337

Email: daryn_johnson27@hotmail.com
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OPENING HOURS
TUES to FRI 9am till 5pm
SATURDAY 9am till 4pm
CLOSED ON SUN & MON
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Kim Fish Bookkeeping 
07795 686868 

We now have space to take on more clients 
General Accounts, CIS, VAT, PAYE 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
 

MARTIN FISH 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

JUST AS YOU LIKE IT 
Tel: 07775 522879 

95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 
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L. C. MASON T/A
WRITTLE LANDSCAPES

HARD LANDSCAPING   PATIOS   DRIVES
WALLS   FENCING   LAWNS (TURF & SEED)
TEL: 01245 420390   OR   07802 209173
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MARTIN FISH 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

JUST AS YOU LIKE IT 
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95 Long Brandocks, Writtle, CM1 3JL 

Mark Prestney RN MH, MSc., BSc. (Hons.), PGDip. CBT 

BABCP Accredited Cognitive Behavioural Psychotherapist 

NMC Registered Mental Health Nurse 

Providing evidence-based CBT; currently remotely. 

Enquiries: www.essexcbt.net, 07342 960505, or search either the BABCP or Counselling Directory 
websites for me. 
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ASSISTANCE
Emergency number only: Ambulance, Fire, Police 999 or 112
Fire non-emergency: 0300 3030088
Chelmsford Counselling Foundation: (formerly Writtle Pastoral 

Foundation): 42 Cedar Avenue, Chelmsford 284890
Chelmsford Home Start: Voluntary home visiting for young families 

under stress: Chelmsford 264047
Chelmsford Community Transport: 477750
Citizens Advice Bureau: Burgess Well House, Coval Lane, 

Chelmsford CM1 1JE - Advice Line 01245 205656 
- Main Line 01245 205605

Marriage Guidance Council: 79 Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford 258680 (am)

Mobile Customer Information Services Team: 01245 606891
N.H.S. Direct: 111 
Ambulance: Essex Ambulance Service & NHS Trust 01245 443344
Police: Police Chelmsford can be contacted by telephone on 101
Parking Wardens: 01245 606626 or 01245 606710
RELATE: 47 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford 258680 ext. 485950
Samaritans: In distress or despair? - Ring Chelmsford 116123
Talking Newspaper: contact Pat on Chelmsford 354079

LOCAL FACILITIES
Christian Centre: email: writtlechristiancentre@gmail.com 

07949 060567 contact name: Andrew Brewster
Doctors’ Surgery: 421205
Hylands School: 266766
Library: Monday 9am-5pm, Tuesday 9am-5pm open by volunteers 

1pm-5pm, Wednesday 9am-1pm, Thursday 1pm-5pm, 
Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-1pm. Renewals/enquiries 
0345 603 7628

Pharmacy: 422357
The Beryl Platt Centre: 420676

Village Hall: Booking Secretary: Wendy Risdon 07394 663636; 
email: writtlevillagehall@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Roger Bailey: 421508

The Writtle Dental Surgery: NHS & Private 421781
Walk-in Hearing Help Session: 9.30-10.30, 

3rd Thursday of the month, Parish Council Offices: 348440
Writtle College: 424200
Writtle Archives: Wendy Hibbitt 421265
Writtle Community Care: Mick Townley 07704 603271
Writtle County Infants School: 420963.
Writtle County Junior School: 420592
Writtle Green Pre-School: Val Wilson 07950 944612
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 420332
 Small sided artificial pitch bookings: Lisa Bailey 07979 427938
Writtle Sports & Social Club: 432332 after 8pm. 

4G multi-use games court bookings: Sherry Paterson 
writtle4gbookings@gmail.com / 01245 443025. 
Hall Booking Secretary: Sherry Patterson 
hallhire@writtlesportsandsocialclub.co.uk / 01245 443025

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Member of Parliament: Kemi Badenoch (Saffron Walden 

Constituency) Tel: 02072191943
County Councillor: Mike Steel   cllr.mike.steel@essex.gov.uk.
City Councillors: Tim Roper 421977
Parish Councillors: Clerk: Lauretta Fox, 420066
 North Ward: Sue Bell 07866 239043, Ralph Bray 422460, 

Andrew Carter 422232, Chris Hibbitt 421265, 
Thomas Kinloch 763720, Renato Schmid 420866 and 
Wendy Walker 420147.

 South Ward: Sue Emery 420297, Peter Cracknell 421392, 
Louise Gannicott 422962, Sandra Massey, 
Ian Nicholls 07791 832894, John Rayner 07767 607210 

WRITTLE DIRECTORY
Writtle News website: https://www.writtlenews.wordpress.com   Writtle News email: writtlenews@gmail.com

Please inform the Editor if an entry in this Directory needs updating or removing
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Clive Sloman 07716 381192
Conservative Party: Sec: Mrs L. Lee, 01799 506349, The Old 

Armoury, 3 Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1JN

SPORTS CLUBS
Chelmsford Croquet Club: Chairman: David Bateson 442291
Gym Club: Coz Yates 420393
Writtle Badminton Club: Paul & Ann Norris 283632
Writtle Bowling Club: Hon. Sec: Mrs Wendy Harvey 01245 421608
Writtle Carpet Bowls Club: Sec: Heather Bourdon 07826 559257
Writtle Cricket Club: Hon. Sec: Mike Faulconbridge, 601138; 

mobile 07746 290947
Writtle Darts Club: Hon. Sec: Dave Elliott 420015
Writtle Football Club: Hon. Sec: Paul Gallacher 353023
Writtle Minors F.C.: Chairman: Matt Hitchcock 07968 022652;
 Sec: Martin Blair, 07989 234875
Writtle Table Tennis Club: Hon Sec: Mathew Brown, 07814 323611
Writtle Tennis Club: Sec: Mrs Sue Emery Chelmsford 420297

ORGANISATIONS
All Saints Bell Ringers: ‘Tower Captain’, Andrew Brewster 421166
All Saints Church Choir:
Brownie & Rainbow Waiting List: girlguidingessexne.org.uk/

Join+Us/
Chelmsford Marquetry Group: Margaret Bonnett 420415
Chelmsford Morris Dancing: Celia Kemp 263753
Chess Club: Chairman: Ivor Smith 421193
Friends of Writtle Parish Church: 422846
Garden & Allotment Society: E: info@writtlegardeners.org 

W: writtlegardeners.org
Guides: 1st Writtle: Mrs Nikki Bird nikki.bird@gmx.co.uk
 3rd Writtle: Mrs Margaret Loster 420958
 Zodiac Rangers: Mrs Josie Mullender 630190
Heritage Writtle: Membership Sec: Mr Dave Stock 421515
Heron Bridge Club: Sec: Angela Cheek 462412
National & Folk Dance Centre: Annette Clark 469197

Parents Association (Infants School): School number 420963
Parents Association (Junior School): 420592
Photographic Society: Peter Graves 421240 Chris Bell 421482
Red Cross: Welfare Office, 200 London Road, Chelmsford 490090
St. John Ambulance: Loan of Medical Comforts: 625678
Sequence Dance Club: Mr D Card 440730
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (6-14 yrs): Mr Andrew King 421431
Explorer Scouts (14-18 yrs): Mr Nick King 421431
WEA: Sec: Anita Curtis 420365
W.I. (Evening): Mrs Mavis Awcock 422668
Writtle Art Group: Lin Wells 352082
Writtle Bridge Circle: Sandy Smith 443096
Writtle Cards (Drama Group): Daniel Curley 07743 322209
Writtle Community Association: Longmeads, 

12-14 Redwood Drive, 420676
Writtle Handbell Ringers: Mrs A. Bailey 421508
Writtle International Scooter Collective: Contact - Ozzie Burrows 

07973 781765
Writtle Manor Football: Sec: Barry Long 420558
Writtle Relief-in-Need Charity: Clerk: Mrs Christine Aldridge 421524
Writtle Sewing Club: Angela Robinson, 07549 184636; 

Catherine Jones, 07730 611687
Writtle Singers: Chairperson: Mr. Steven Clews, 01277 218790
Writtle Tappers (Adult Tap Class): Annette Clark 469197
Writtle Wives: Leader Mrs Barbara Cooley, 420854
Writtle News Policy Board: Chairman John Aldridge 421524; 
 Parish Council: Andrew Carter 422232; 
 PCC: Hazel Kempton
 Catholics Nora Smith; CA Kim Fish 07787479228; 
 Writtle Garden & Allotment Society: Virginia Craig 422031;
 Village Hall Committee: Peter Pegg 420200

Designed and printed by Simmons Printers, Bilton Road, 
Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford CM1 2UJ - 01245 352480
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From: Christine Knight cknight.writtle@icloud.com
Subject:

Date: 15 August 2021 at 14:30
To: Christine Knight writtlenews@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

Mayoress cutting the ribbon, official opening of the Baroness Platt Centre.
On the right: Councillor Jude Deakin, Mayoress of Chelmsford.
Left: Richard Gaskin, Chairman WCA and Claire Gaskin, Manager, Beryl Platt Centre.
Photograph by Christine Knight, 15th August 2021.
Please see page 14 .


